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Several Subj&cts. 

LETTER I. 

T0 Clyt an der. 

Sept. 1739. 

I Entirely approve of yoiir defign : 
but whilft I rejoice in the hope of 
feeing Enthufiafm thus fuccefsfully 
attacked in her ftrongeft and mod formi- 
dable holds, I would claim your mercy for 
her in another quarter 5 and after having 
expelled her from her religious dominions, 
let me intreat you to leave her in the un- 
difturbed enjoyment of her civil pof- 
fcflions. To own the truth, I look upon 
enthufiafm in all other points, but that of 
B religion, 
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rfeligion, to be a very neceflary turn pf 
mind 5 as* indeed it is a vein which nature 
feems to have marked with more or leis 
ftrength in the tempers of moft men- No 
matter what the objecft is, whether bufi- 
nefs, pleafures, or the fine arts ; whoever 
purfues . them to any purpofe mull do fo 
con amore : and inamoratos, you know, of 
every kind, are all enthufiafts. There is 
indeed a certain heightening faculty which 
univerfally prevails thro' our fpecies j and 
we are all of us, perhaps, in our feveral 
favorite purfuits, pretty much in the cir- 
cumftances of the renowned knight of La 
Mancha, when he attacked the barber's 
brazen bafon, for Mambrino's golden hel- 
met. 

What is Tully's aliqutd immenfum 
infinitumque^ which he profefies to afpire 
after in oratory, but a piece of true rhe- 
torical Quixotifm ? Yet never, I will 
venture to affirm, would he have glowed 
with, fo much eloquence, had he been 
warmed with lefs enthufiafm. I am per- 
fuaded indeed, that nothing great or glo- 
rious was ever performed, where this 
quality had not a principal concern ; and 

as 
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AS our paffions add vigor to our adtions, 
enthufiafm gives fpirit to our paffions. I 
might add too, that it even opens and 
enlarges our capacities. Accordingly I 
have been informed, that one of the great 
lights of the prefent age never fits down 
to ftudy," till he has raifed his imagina- 
tion by the power of mufic. For this 
purpofe he has a band of inftruments 
placed near his library, which play till he 
finds himfelf elevated to a proper height ; 
Upon which he gives a fignal, and they in- 
ftantly ceafe. 

But thofe high conceits , which are fug- 
gefted by enthufiafm, contribute not only 
to the pleafure and perfection of the 
fine arts, but to moft other effe&s of our 
aQion and induftry* To ftrike this fpi- 
rit therefore out of the human conftitu- 
tion, to reduce things to their precife phi- 
lofophical ftandard, would be to check 
fbme of the main wheels of fociety, and 
to fix half the world in an ufelefs apathy. 
For if enthufiafm did not add an imagi- 
nary value to moft of the objedts of our 
purfuit ; if fancy did not give them their 
brighteft colours, they would generally, 
B 2 . perhaps, 
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perhaps, wear an appearance too contemp- 
tible to excite defire : ' 
Weary* d wejhould lie down in death, 

This cheat of life would take no mote, 
Jf you thought fame an empty breath* 

I Phi His but aperjurd whore. • Prior. 
. In a word, this enthufiafm for which I 
am pleading, is a beneficent enchantrefs r 
who never exetfs her magic but ta our ad* 
vantage, and only deals about her friendly 
fpells in order to raife imaginary bcautie$ r 
or to improve real ones. The word that 
that can be faid of her is, that (he is a kind 
deceiver, and an obliging flatterer. Let me 
conjure you then, good Glytandier, not ta 
break up her ufeful enchantments, which: 
thus furround us on every fide y but fpare 
her harmlefs deceptions in ifaerc charity to 
mankind. I am, &c. 



LETTER II. 

7i PfllLOTBIr 

I Should not have fufFered fo long an 
. .interval to interrupt our correfpon- 
dence, if my expedition to Euphronius 

had 
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had not wholly employed me for thefe 
laft fix weeks. I had long promifed to 
ipend fbme time wjth him before he cm- 
barked with his regiment for Flanders; 
and as he is not one of thofe Hudibraftic 
heroes, who choofe to run away one day, 
that they may live to fight another ; I was 
unwilling to truft the opportunity of fee- 
ing him, to the very precarious contingency 
of his return. The high enjoyments he 
leaves behind him, might indeed be a 
pledge to his friends that his caution would 
at leaft be equal to his courage, if his 
notions of honor were lefs exquifitely de- 
licate. But he will undoubtedly ad as 
if he had nothing to hazard; though at 
the fame time, from the generous fenfibi- 
lity of his temper, he feels every thing 
that his family can fuffer in their fears for 
his danger. I had an inftance whilft I 
was in his houfe, how much Euphronia's 
apprehenfions for his fafety are ready to 
take alarm upon every occafion. She call- 
ed me one day into the gallery to look 
upon a pi&ure which was juft come out 
of the painter's hands ; but the moment 
ihe carried me up to it, (he bur ft out into 
B 3 a flood 
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a flood of tears. It was drawn at the re* 
queft, and after a defign of her father's, 
and is a performance which does great ho* 
nor to the ingenious artift who executed 
it, Euphronius is reprefented . under the 
charafter of Hedtor when he parts from 
Andromache, who is perfonated in the 
piece by Euphronia ; as her fifter, who 
holds their little boy in her arms, is fhar 
dowed out under the figure of the beau^T 
ful nurfe with the young Aftyanax. 

I was fo much pleafed with the defign 
in this uncommon family-piece, that I 
thought it deferved particular pientionj 
as I could wifh it were to become 3. gene- 
ral fafhion to have all pidtures of th§ 
fame kind executed in fome fuch manner* 
If inftead of furnifhing a room with fepa^ 
rate portraits, a whole family were to be 
thus introduced into a fingle piece, and 
reprefented under fome interefting hiftp- 
rical fubjedt, fuitable to their rank and cha- 
racter ; portraits, which are now fo gene- 
rally and fo defervedly defpifed, might be-r 
come of real value to the public. By this 
means hiftory-painting would be encour- 
raged among us, and a ridiculous vanity 

turned 
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turned to the improvement of one of the 
moft inftru&ive, as well as the mod pleat- 
ing, of the imitative arts. Thofe who ne- 
ver' contributed a fingle benefit to their 
own age, nor will ever be mentioned in 
any after-one, might by this means em- - 
ploy their pride and their expence in a way 
which might render them entertaining 
and ufeful both to the prefent and future 
times. It would require, indeed, great 
judgment and addrefs in the painter, to 
choofe and recommend fubjeds proper to 
the various characters which would pre- 
fent themfelves to his pencil j and un- 
doubtedly we fhould fee many enormous 
abfurdities committed, if this fafhion 
were univerfally to be followed. It would 
certainly, however, afford a glorious fcope 
to genius; and probably fupply us, in 
due time, with fome productions which 
might be mentioned with thofe of the 
moft celebrated fchools. I am perfuaded 
at leaft, that great talents have been fome- 
times loft to this art, by being confined to 
the dull, tho' profitable, labour of fenfe- 
lefs portraits ; as I fhould not doubt, jif the 
rpethod I am fpeaking of were to take ef- 
B4 ' fed, 
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fe&, to fee that very promifing geniu»» 
who, in confequence of your generous of- 
fices, is now forming his hand by the no- 
bled models in Rome, prove a rival to 
thofe great matters whofe works he is ftur 
dying. 

It cannot, I think, be denied, that the 
prevailing fondnefs of having our peribns 
copied out for pofterity, is, in the prefent 
application of it, a mod abfurd and ufelefs 
vanity ; as, in general, nothing affords a 
more ridiculous fcene, than thofe grotefque 
figures, which ufually line the manfions of 
a man who is fond of difplaying his canvas 
anceflry : 

Good Heav'n! that fits and knaves Jhould be 

Jo vain, 
7*0 wi/h their vile refemblancemay remain \ 
Andfiand recorded \ at their own requejt, 
To future times a libel or ajejt. Dryden. 

You mi}ft by no means, however, ima-? 
gine that I abfolutely condemn this lower 
application of one of the nobleft arts. It 
has certainly a very juft ufe, when em-r 
ployed in perpetuating the refemblances of 
that part of our fpecies, who have diftin T 

guifhecj 
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guifhed themfelves in their refpe&ive ge* 
nerations. To be defirous of an acquaints 
ance with the perfons of thofe who have 
recommended themfelves by their writ- 
ings or their actions to our efteem and ap- 
plaufe, is a very natural and reafonable 
curiofity. For myfelf, at Ipaft, I have of- 
ten found much fatisfa&ion in contem- 
plating a \vcll-chofen colle&ion of the 
portrait kind, and comparing the mind qf 
a favorite chara&er, as it was either ex- 
prefled or. concealed in its external linea-r 
ments. There is fomething likewife ex-r 
tremely animating in thefe lively repre^ 
fentations of celebrated merit. And it was 
an obfervation of one of the Scipio's, that 
he could never view the figures of his an- 
cestors without finding his bofom glow 
with the moft ardent paffion of imitating 
their deeds. However, as the days of 
exemplary virtue are now no more, and 
we are not, many of us, difpofed to trans- 
mit the moil inflaming models to future 
times; it would be but prudence, me- 
thinks, if we are refolved to make pofte- 
rity acquainted with the perfons of the 

prcfent 
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prefent age, that it fhould be by viewing 
them in the 9&ion$ of the paft. 
I am, &c. 



LETTER IH. 

7i Palamedes, 

July 4, 1739.; 

NOTWITHSTANDING the fine 
things you alledge in favor of the 
, Romans, I do not yet find my felf difpofed 
to become a convert to your opinion : on 
the, contrary, I am ftill obftinatc enough 
to maintain, that the fame of your admired 
nation is more dazzling than folid, and 
ewing rather to thofe falfe prejudices 
which we are early taught to conceive of 
them, than to their real and intrinfic me* 
rit/ If conqueft indeed be the genuine 
glory of a ftate, and extenfive dominions 
the moft infallible teft of national virtue 1 
it mud be acknowledged that no people 
in all hiftory, have fo juft a demand of our 
admiration. But if we take an impartial 
view of this celebrated nation, perhaps 
much of our applaufe may abate. When 

we 
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jwe contemplate them, for inftance, within 
their own walls, what do we fee but the 
dangerous convulsions of an ill-regulated 
policy ? as we can feldom, I believe, con- 
fider them with refpedt to foreign king* 
doms, without the utmoft abhorrence and 
indignation. 

But there is nothing which places thefe 
fons of Romulus lower in my eftimationi 
than their unmanly conduft in the article 
of their triumphs. I muft confefs, at the 
fame time, tfyat they had the fan&ion of a 
god to juftify them in this pradice, 
Bacchus, or (as Sir Ifaac Newton has 
proved) the Egyptian Sefoftris, after hi* 
return from his Indian conquefts, gave the 
fir ft inftance of this ungenerous' ceremony. 
But tho' his divinity was confeffed in many 
other parts of the world; his example 
does not feem to have been followed till 
we find it copied out in all its infolent pomp 
at Rome* 

It is impoflible to read the defcrip-* 
tions of thefe arrogant exhibitions of pro- 
fperity, and not be ftruck with indigna- 
tion at this barbarous method of infult- 
jng the calamities of the unfortunate. 

One 
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One would be apt, at the firft glance, to 
lufped that every fentimeht of humanity 
muft be extinguifhed in a people, who 
could behold with pleafure the moving 
in (lances, which thefe folemnities afford- 
ed, of the caprice of fortune ; and could 
fee the higheft potentates of the earth 
dragged from their thrones, to fill up the 
proud parade of thefe ungenerous tri- 
umphs. But the prevailing maxim which 
ran thro* the whole fyftem of Roman po- 
litics was, to encourage a fpirit of con- 
ijueft ; ar\d thefe honors were evidently 
calculated to awaken that unjuft princi- 
ple of miftakpn patriotifm. Accordingly, 
by the fundamental laws of Rome, no 
general was entitled to a triumph, unlefs 
he had added fome new acquifition to 
her pofleflions. . To fupprefs a civil infur- 
jedtion, however dangerous; to recover 
any former member of her dominions, 
however important ; give no claim to this 
fupreme mark of ambitious diftindtion. 
For it was their notion, it feems, (and Va- 
lerius Maximus is my authority for fay- 
ing fo) that there is as much difference 
between adding to the territories of a 

comm6n* 
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commonwealth, and reftoring thofc it 
bas 16ft, as between the aftual conferring 
of a benefit, and the mere repelling . of 
an injury. It was but of a piece, indeed, 
that a ceremony conducted in defiance of 
humanity, (hould be founded in con- 
tempt of juftice ; and it was natural enough 
that they fhould gain by oppreflion, what 
they were to enjoy by infylt. , 

If we confider Paulus iBmilius after his 
his conqucft of Macedonia, making his 
public entry into Rome, attended by 
the unfortunate Perfeus and his infant fa- 
mily ; and at the fame time reflect upon 
our Black Prince when he paffed thro' 
London with his royal captive, after the 
glorious battle of Poidtiers ; we cannot 
fail of having the proper fentiments of a 
Roman triumph. What generous mind, 
who faw the Roman conful in all the gid- 
dy exaltation of unfeeling pride, but 
would rather (as to that fingle circum- 
ftance) have been the degraded Perfeus, 
than the triumphant iEmilius ? There is 
fomething indeed in diftrefs that refle<fts 
a fort of merit upon every obje<ft which 
is fo fituated, and turns off our attention 

from 
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from thofe blemifhes that (lain even the' 
moil vitious chara&ers. Accordingly, irt 
the inftance of which I am fpeaking, the 
perfidious monarch was overlooked in the 
fuffering Perfeus • and a fpedtacle fo af- 
fecting checked the joy of conqueft even 
in a Roman breaft. For Plutarch aflurca 
us, when that worthlefs, but unhappy, 
prince, was obferved, together with his 
two fons and a daughter, marching a- 
xnidft the train of prifoners ; nature was 
too hard for cuftom, and many of the 
fpe<ftators melted into a flood of tears. 
But with what a generous tenderncfs did 
the Britifli hero pondud: himfelf upon an 
occafion of the fame kind ? He employ- 
ed all the artful addrefs of the moft re- 
fined humanity, to conceal from his un- 
happy prifoner every thing that could re- 
mind him of his difgrace ; and the whole 
pomp that Was difplayed upon this occa- 
fion, appeared fingly as intended to lighten 
the weight of his misfortunes, and to do 
honor to the vanquifhed monarch. 

You will remember, Palamedes, I am 
only confidering the Romans in a political 
view, and fpeaking of them merely in 

their 
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their national character. As to individuals, 
you know,, I pay the higheft veneration to 
many that rofe up amongft them. It 
Would not indeed be juft to involve parti- 
culars, in general reflections of any kind : 
and I cannot but acknowledge ere I clofe 
my letter, that tho'* in the article I have 
been mentioning, the Romans certainly 
adted a taoft unworthy part towards their - 
public enemies, yet they feem to have 
maintained the mod: exalted notions of * 
conduct with refped to their private ones. 
That noble (and may I not add, that Chri- 
ftian) fentiment of Juvenal, 

minuti 
Semper et infirmi eft animi exiguique voluntas, 
XJltio, 

was not merely the refined precept of their 
more improved philofophers, but a gene- 
ral apd popular maxim among them : and 
that generous fentiment fo much and fo 
defervedly admired in the Roman orator; 
Non patnitet me mortalei inimicitias y fempi- 
ternas amicitias habere** was, as- appears 
from Livy, fo univerfally received* as to 
become even a proverbial expreffion. Thus 
Saluft likewjfe, I remember, fpeaking of 

the 
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the virtues of the antient Romans, mention* 
it as their principal charafteriftic, that upon 
all occafions they fhewed a difpofition ra* 
ther to forgive than revenge an injury. But 
the falfe notions they had embraced con- 
cerning the glory of their country, taught 
them to fubdue every, afFe&ion of huma- 
nity, and extinguifh every dictate of juftice 
which oppofed that deftrudtive principle. 
It was this fpirit, however, in return* and 
by a vfcry juft confequence, that proved at 
length the means of their total deftrudtion. 
Farewell. 



LETTER IV* 

Ta Philotes^ 

J^y 4> 174* 

WHILST you are probably enjoy- 
ing blue ikies and cooling grots $ 
I am fhivering here in the midft of fum- 
mer. The moHes fub arbore fomni, the 
fpelunca vivique lacus, are pleafures which 
we in England can feldom tafte but- in 
defcription. For in a climate, where the 

warmef^ 
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taarmeft feafon is frequently little betted 
than a milder fort of winter* the fun it 
tbuch too welcome; a gueft to be avpided. 
If ever we haveoccafibn to complain of 
him, .it muft be for his abfence : at leaft 
I have feldom foqnd his vifits trouble- 
some. You fee I am ftill the fame cold 
mortal as when you left me. But what- 
ever warmth I may want in my conftitu- 
tion, I want none in my . afFedions ; and 
you have, not a friend who is more ardently 
yours than I pretend to be* You have in- 
deed fuch a right to my heart from mere 
gratitude, that I almoft wifh I owed you 
lefs upon that account, that I might give it 
you upon a more difinterefted principle* 
However, if there is any part of it which 
you canndt detaand in juftice, be allured 
you have it by affc&ion ; fo that, on one 
or other of thefc titles, you may ilways 
depend upon me as wholly yduri* Can 
it be neceflary after this> to add, that I re- 
ceived your letter With Angular fatisfadtiooj 
as it brought me an account of your wel- 
fare, and of the agreeable manner in which 
you pafs your time ? If there be any room 
to wifh you sin increafe of pleafure j it is* 
C perhaps. 
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perhdps* that the three virgins you mtf&* 
tion, were a few degrees handfamcr and 
younger. Bat I would not defire their 
charms fhonld be heightened, were I not 
fure they will never leffai your repofe j lot 
knowing your Stoidfin, as I do, I dare trufc 
your jeafc with any dung left than a god- 
<kfs: and thofe fataaks, I perceive* are 
lb far removed from the order of divinities, 
that they fecm to require a confidcrable ad* 
vanoe, before I could even allow them to 
be £b much as women. 

It ,was mentioned to toe the other day? 
tha£ there as fomt probability we may fee 
you in England by the winter. When I 
confidered only my private fttisfadion, I 
heard this with a very ienfible pfeafare* 
But as I have long learned to fotaik my 
own inter efts to yours, I could not hut re- 
gret there was a likelihood of your being fe 
loon called off from one *& the moft ad- 
vantageous' opportunities of improvement 
that can attend a fentible mind. Aminge- 
nious Italian awthtir of your acquaintance, 
compares a judicious traveller to a river 
that increafes its ftream the farther it flaws 
from its fource $ or to certain Spring?, which 

running; 
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rlihmng thro* rich veins of mineral, im- 
prove jtjjieir qualities as (hey pafe along* 
It were pity tneri you fliould be checked in 
fo ufeful a progrefs* and diverted from a 
tourfe, from whence you may derive fd 
mmj nobl? §ilv&fitage9. You havfc hither-* 
fro, I inaagjop, btim *ble. to do little mows 
ttofl % in mtferilk for your mainitefign. 
But fix moatbs w>w, would give pxi a tract 
ivatiop of What is worthy of observation in 
*he countries ^bro 9 which you pa&* J;ba*i 
Wke that time when you were lefs ao* 
$Uftt*tif4 with the languages. The truth 
& rCill it mo is capable of converting with 
€«& aoaosg Ithfc natives of any country, he 
-c^n neve? be able to form a juft and ade* 
<j**a|tc J4e» of their policy and manners* 
tilt who fite *t a play* without underffcand* 
ing the dWefii may indeed difcover which 
of (the aftors are heft drefTecj* and how well 
the foenes are painted or difpofed ; but the 
4iara<Sers md condud: of the drama muft 
for avefr remain g fecret to him. Adieu. 
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L E t T E R V, 
, To Clytander. 

IF I had been a patty in die cohverfatioH 
you mention, I fhould have joined* I 
believe, with your friend in fupporting thofe 
Sentiments you feem to condemn. I will 
venture indeed to acknowledge, that I have 
long been of opinion, the moderns pay too 
blind a deference to the antients ; and tho* 
1 have the higheft veneration for fe vend of 
their remains, yet I am inclined to think 
they have occafioned us the loft of fome 
excellent briginals. They are the proper 
and beft guides, I allow, to thofe who have 
not the force to ftrike out new paths. But 
whilft it is thought fufficieftt prtife to be 
their followers, genius is checked ih her 
flights, and many a fair trad lies undis- 
covered in the boundlefs regions of imagi- 
nation. Thus, had Virgil trufted more 
to his native ftrength, the Romans, per- 
haps, might have feen an original £pic in 
their language. But Homer was confider* 
ed by that admired poet as the facrcd ob-> 
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)sft of his ftft'and principal Attention ; and 
ht feemed to think it the noblcft triumph; 
of genius, to be adorned with the fpoilft 
of that glorious chief. 

.You will: tell me, perhaps, that even 
Homer hrrafelf was indebted to the an- 
tients ; that the full ftreams he difpenfed, 
did not flow from his own fource, but were 
derived to him from an higher. This, I 
acknowledge, has been afferted: but af^ 
ferted without proof, and, I may venture 
to add, without probability. He feems to 
haye (lopd fdqne and upfupported ; and to 
have flood, for that very reafon, fo much 
thfe nobler . objedt of admiration. Scarce 
indeed, I ip^gine, would his worka have 
received that high regard which was paid 
to them from their earlieft appearance, had 
they been formed upon prior models,, had 
they ihppp.Q.nly[ with reflected Jighr, 

BjffT wiU «ot this fervile humor of fubr 
jewing the pw&ecs of invention to the guid- 
ance of theantients, account, in fome de- 
gree at leaft, for our meeting with fo 
fijifcll a mimber of authors who can claim 
the merit of being originals ? Is not this a 
jcind of fubmiffion, that damps the fire and 
C 3 weakens 
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weakens the vigor of the* mind? * For tkf 
anfieats feem to be canfidcred by us a* fa 
many guardi to prevent the free excurfion^ 
pf imagination, and fer bdurris to her flights 
Whereas they ought rather to.be looked 
upon (the few, I m?an* who are themfel ve* 
originals) as encouragements to a full and 
uncontrouled exertion of her faculties. But 
if here or there a poet has courage enough 
to truft ta his own unaffifted reach of 
fhought, his example does not feem (o much 
to incite others to make the lame adventu- 
rous attempts, as to confirm them in the 
{tumble dUpofitioft of imitation. For if hid 
fttcceeds, he immediately becomes himfelf 
the occafion of a thoufand models : if he 
does not, be is pointedsutas adlfcouraging 
inftance of the folly of rtatttacing tbbfe 
$ftabli(hed leaders which 'tHitiquity has ■ au- 
thorized. Thus inyentioff # deprefled ttid 
genius enflaved : the <tteA#fo -power * of 
poetry is loft^ and theingentdui inftfifcf o# 
exerting that productive facility wftioh atafifc 
can render theta tfce full ^&je#s of aflrrAWfr 
tion, arc humbly contented Wiflf borfbwittg 
both the materials and the plants of th$H 
t^iqpi9 ftnidtures. : | ata> : £pc;— :: '-•' 
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BETTER VL 

To Orontes. 

March io 9 1729. 

THERE is nothing perhaps, where- 
in, mankind are more frequently 
mifteken, than in the judgments which 
they pafs on each other. The ftronger 
lines, indeed, in every man's chafadter, 
muft always be marked too clearly and di- 
ftiriftly to deceive even the moft carelefs 
obferver \ and no one, I am perfuaded, 
was ever efteemed in the general opinion 
of the world as highly deficient in his mo- 
ral or intellectual qualities, whadid not 
jiiftly merit his reputation, Bqt I fpeafc; 
only of thofe more nice and delicate traits 
which diftingutfh the f^veral * degrees of 
probity and good-fenfe, and afcertain the 
quantum (if I may fo exprefs it) of human 
merit. The powers of the foul are fo of- 
ten concealed by mo'defty, diffidence, tU 
midity, and a thoufand other accidental 
affedtions ; and the nice complexion of her 
moral operations depends fo entirely on 
tliofe internal principles from whence they 
Q 4 proceed ^ 
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proceed} that thofe who form their nc^ 
tioos o£ others i>y cafual an4 diftant .views, 
mufl? iinavoidably be led intct very errone- 
ous judgments. Even Oroiltes, with all 
his candor and penetration, is not, I per- 
peive, entirely fecure from mtftakes of thi? 
fort ; and the fentin^entf you expreffed in 
yqur laft letter concerning Varus, arc by nQ 
jppans agreeable to the truth of \x\$ cha- 
racter. 

It puft \k, acknowledged at th? fapi$ 
time, (hat Varus is an exception to all ge- 
neral rules ; neither his head nor his heart 
are exa<Stly to bp ftiipoyer^d by, -thofe in- 
dexes, which are ufyally fupppfed to point 
directly to the genius and temper of othejr 
men. Thus with a memory that will 
fcarce ferve him for the common purpofes 
of life, with ?n imagination even moire flow 
than his memory,* and with an attention 
that could not carry him thro* the eafieft 
proportion in Euclid ; he Has a found and 
excellent underftanding, joipejl to a refined 
pnd exquifite tafte. But the rectitude of 
his fentiments feems to arife lefs from re- 
flection than fenfation ; rather from certain 
fujtable feelings whifch the objedts that pre- 

fent 
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fcnt themfclvcs to his confidcration inftanN 
ly occafion in bis mind, than from the 
energy p£ any adive faculties which he is 
capable .of exerting for that purpofe. His 
conver&tkm is unentertaining : for though 
he talks a great deal, all, that he utters is 
delivered with labor and hefitation. ; Not 
that his ideas are really dark and confufed; 
tut becaufe he is never contented to con- 
vey them in the foft words that occur. 
Like the . orator mentioned by Tully, me- 
tuemneyitibfumcQltigtrtt* etiamwrtmjari- 
guinem deperdtbtt* he ^xprefles hhnfelf ill 
by -always endeavouring to exprefs himfelf 
better, His reading cannot fo properly be 
fajd £o have rendered hi«n knowing, as not 
ignorant: it has rather enlarged, than filled 
his mind. 

His temper is as Angular as his genius, '1 
&nd both equally miftaken by thofe who 
only know him a little. If you were to 
judge of him by his general appearance, 
you would believe him incapable of all the 
qiore delip^e fepfatjons: neyefthelefs, un* 
der a rough and boifterous behavior, he 
conceals a heart full of tendernefs and hu- 
jpjnity. He has a feqfibil&y of nature, in- 
deed, 
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deed, beyond what I ever obferved in any 
other man j and I have often feea him af« 
fe<3ad bjr thofe Etdp circumftances* whicfa 
would, make no imprtffiort on a mind of 
lefa sxquifitc feelings. This extreme fenfi* 
Wity in his temper influences his fpecuk-* 
tiofls as well as hfe a&ions, and he hovers 
between various hypothefes without fettling 
upon any* by giving importance to thofe 
minuter difficulties which would not be 
ftrong enough to fufpend a more active and 
vigorous mind. In a word, Varus is in 
the number of thofe whom it is impoffiblc 
Mt to admire, or not to defpffif ? and at thef 
femt time that he « the efteefh of all his 
fffendsi he is tfce Contempt of att hb ac- 
quaintance, l.iniy&cc. 

L. E t : T E R Vll. 

• To H $ t e n s hj s, 

YOtfR excellent brawn wanted net 
additional recommendation to make it 
more acceptable, bat that of your compa- 
ny,- • However, tho* \ cannot (hare it with 
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fny fricqd, I devote it to his memory, an4 
make diily offerings of it taa certain divi^ 
pity, whole temples, tha* now well-nigh 
deferted, were oncp held in the higheft ve- 
n&Sfioft; (he is mentioned by antient au-r 
thors under the name and title of diva 
AMfCiTiA. To her I bring the vi&im 
yon have furntthed me with, in all the 
pomp of Roman rites. Wreathed with the 
facred u//^ and crowned with a branch 
of rofemary, I plate it on an altar of well 
polished mahogony, where I pour l&Mkm* 
over it of acid wine, and fprinfcio it vfrkh 
floor of i*i*ft#d. I deal out certain por- 
tions to thefe wha affift at th j* fecial cere*- 
rnony, rerpirtding them, with art Hoc age^ 
«*f the important bufinefs upeiv tvhkh they 
are aflembled $ and conclude the feftival 
wtith this votive cduplet : 

Cfaje an this brawn the circling fillet binds, 
^ayfriendfiig s far ed( bank uqitt wr minds* 

JTarpwel. 
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%b Clvtander. r ; ^ 

July *, >7j6< : 

YOU muft have beep greatly diftreflecj 
indeed, Clytander, when you thought 
of calling mp in as your auxiliary, io the 
debate you mention. Or was. it not ratter 
$ motive of generality which fuggefted, that 
defign ? and you were willing, perhaps, 
J Should (hare the glory of a vi&ory which 
you had already fecured* Whatever! your 
intention was, mine is always to comply 
with your rcqucfts % and I very readily eirteu 
the lifts, when I am at once to combat in 
the papfe pf truth, and on the fide of my 
friend. 

It is not neceflary, I think, in ofder to 
cftablifh the credibility of a particular Pro- 
vidence, to deduce it (as your objedtor, I 
find, feetns to require) from known and 
undifputed fadt$. J (hould be exceedingly 
cautious in pointing put any fuppofed in- 
ftances of that kind; as thofe who are 
fond of indulging themfelves in determiner 
ing thp precife cafes wherein they ima- 
gine 
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ginc the immediate interpofkion of theDi- 
jvifcity* is difcbverable, often run into thfc 
weakcft and imoft injurious fupcrftitions. 
It k impoffiblc indeed, unlcfs we were ca- 
pable of looking through the whole chain 
of things, and of viewing each effeft in its 
rehiote connections and final iflues, to pro- 
nounce of any contingency, that it is abfo- 
.lutely and in its ultimate tendencies either 
good or bad. That can only be known by 
the great Author of nature, who compre- 
hends the full extent, of our total exigence, 
and fees tt*e influence, which every particu- 
lar circumftaftce will have in the general 
fum of our happinefs. But though the 
-peculiar points of divine interpofition are 
thus neceflarily, and from the natural im- 
perfection of our di&pfning faculties, ex* 
tremely dubious; yet it can by no means 
from thence be juftly inferred, that the 
do&rine of at particular Providence is either 
groundlcfs or ^bfurd : the general princi- 
ple may be true, though the application of 
it to any given purpofe be involved in very 
inextricable difficulties. 

The notion that the material world is 
governed by general mechanical laws, has 

induced 
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induced ycmr friend to argue, that €C it 3# 

"probable the Deity fliould aft * by the 

4x feme role of tondudt ia tht intettedterf; 

J * and leave mgrai agents entirely to thofc 

-** confequences widch peceffirfily ^cfait 

41 from die particular exercifc of their cai- 

u ginal powers.'' But this hypothofis takes 

« queftion for granted, which requires 

touch proof before it ato foe admitted. 

The grand principle which prefaces rim 

^rftem of the uftiverfe iri all ife hamtiom- 

xta* order, is gravity, or that property by 

which all the particles of matter rfttitualfy 

fteftd to each other. Now *his fe a power, 

it is acknowledged* which doee not cflen- 

tially refide in matter, but moft be uki- 

mautely derived fiota the adaon of feme kn- 

material oaafe, Why therefore may it not 

nafonably bo fbppofed to be the tfkOt 

ttf the divine agency, immediately and 

constantly operating for the preservation of 

this wonderful machine of nature? Certain, 

at leaft, it is, that the explication which 

Sir Ikac Newton has endeavoured to give 

of this amazing phenomenon, by means of 

his fubtile ether, has not afforded univer- 

. k\ fatiafiuftkm; and it is the opinion of a 

Very 
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*ery great witer, *rbo fern* to have gone 
iarinto enquiries, of this abftrufekind* that 
the aumbcricfe ef&&i of this power *we in- 
explicable upon mechanical principles* or 
ia any other wy than by having jreoefcfife 
to a fpir total ageati whoc©nneas, moves* 
and diipQics aU *hirtg6 according to ibch 
methods as beft conaport with hk iiraafc- 
jMsheafiblei purpofes. 

Butt fuccdaful villainy and opptcfifcil 
Virtue are deemcd> J perceive, w the ac* 
count of your friend, as powerful intemoea 
to pywre, tfeat the Sufweme Being remains 
as wuntopofiag fpoQalctf of what b trant* 
aded upon this theatre! of the world* 
However* esse this argument can hare a 
dotennimng weighty it muA be proved 
(which yet, furdy^ never can be proved) 
that profpettms iniquity has all thofc ad- 
vantages in reality, which it may feem to 
have in appearance 9 and that thofe acci- 
dents which are ufoally icftecmed as cala- 
lofties, do in truths and in the pft fcafe 
■of things, jdeferve to be diftinguhfeed by 
that appellation. It is a noble faying of the 
philofoplKr cited by Seneca, that * there 
*' cannot be a mo*e uohappy man in the 

• c world, 
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€€ world, than be wbb htt flevfer expert 
" tnccd ad vcrfity/*: There is nothing, p#t. 
hap*, in which mankind are more apt tt> 
makefaHe calculations than in tht article 
both of their oWn happincfs add that df 
others ; as there are few, I believe* whb 
have lived any time in the world, but have 
found frequent occafions to fay with the 
poor hunted flag in the fable, who was 
entangled by thofe horns he had but juft 
before been admiring ; 
O me infelicem ! qui nunc detnum intettigo; 
TJt ilia mibi profuerint qua defpexeram, 
Et qua laUdaram quantum luSlus babuerint ! 

'PhJED'. 

If we look back upon the fentiments of 
paft agesj we (hall find, the opinion for 
which I am contending has prevailed from 
the remoteft account of time* It mud 
undoubtedly have entered the world as 
early as religion herfelf j fince all inftituti- 
ons of that kind muft neceffarily be found- 
ed upon the fuppofition of a particular 
Providence. It appears indeed to have 
been the favorite do&rine of fome of the 
moft diftinguifh?d names in antiquity. Xe- 
nopbon tells us, when Cyrus led out fate 

arm/ 
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army againft the Aflyrians, the word which 
he gave to his foldiers was, zets stm- 
Maxos ( kai rntMnN, <€ Jupiter our 
c< auxiliary and conductor:" and he re- 
presents that prince as attributing (becefs^ 
even in the (ports of the field, ii> clivine 
providence. Thus, tikewife, Timolean (as 
the author of his life affures us) believed 
every adtion of mankind to be under the! 
immediate influence of the gods : and 
Livy remarks of the firft Scipio Afri- 
canus,. that he never undertook any im- 
portant affair, cither of private or pub- 
lic concern, without going to the Capitol 
in order to implore the afliftance of Tupi-* 
ter. Balbus the Stoic, in the dialogue 
on the nature of the gods, exprefly de- 
clares for a particular providence : and Ci- 
cero himfeif, in one of his orations, im- 
putes that fuperior glory which attended 
the Roman natibn, fingly to this animat- 
ing perfuafion. But none of the antients 
feepa to have had a ftronger impreflion of 
this truth upon their minds, than the im- 
mortal Homer. Every page in the works 
of that divine poet will furnifh proofs of 
this obfervation. I cannot however for- 
D bear 
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bear mentioning one or two remarkable 
inftances, which juft now occur to me. 
When the Grecian chiefs caft lots which 
of them fhould accept the challenge of 
He&or, the poet defcribcs the army as 
lifting up their eyes and hands to heavep, 
and imploring the gods that they would 
diredt the lot to fall on one of their moft 
diftinguifhed heroes : 

QJ*e tie WTrKTWy /JW ut ufdaof tufur. 

H aVTof tefdAti* moKvxtvfoto Mtnunw a . 

So likewife Antcnor propofes to the Tro- 
jans the reftitution of Helen, as having 
no hopes, he tells them, that any thing 
would fucceed with them after they had 
broken the faith of treaties : 

a The pgople pray with lifted eyes and hands , 
And vows like theje afcendfrom all the bands : 
Grant, 'thou Almighty, in whofe band is fate, 
A worthy champion for the Grecian f late : 
This tajk let Ajax or Tydides prove. 
Or he, the king of kings, beiov'd of Jove. PoPE. 
• k The ties of faith, the fvuorn alliance broke, 
Our impious battles the jujl gods provoke. Pope. 

And 
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And indeed Homer hardly ever makes his 
heroes fucceed (as his excellent tranflator 
juftly obferves) unlefs they have firft of- 
fered a prayer to heaven. " He is per- 
€€ pctually, fays Mr. Pope, acknowledging 
<c the hand of God in all events, and af- 
cribing to that alone all the vi&ories, tri- 
umphs, rewards, or puniflimentsofmen. 
The grand moral laid down at the en- 
trance of his poem, a** / • tnkutro Iva#> 
«* The will of God was fulfilled, runs through 
" his whole work, and is, with a moft re- 
€€ markable care and conduct, put into the 
€€ mouths of his greateft and wifeft perfons 
<c on every occafion." 

Upon the whole, Clytander, we may 
fafely aflert, that the belief of a particu- 
lar providence is founded upon fuch pro- 
bable reafons as may well juftify our affent. 
It would fcarce therefore be wife to re- 
nounce an opinion, which affords fo firm 
a fupport to the foul in thofe feafons 
wherein fhe ftands moft in need of affift- 
ance, merely becaufe it is not poflible, in 
queftions of this kind, to folve every 
difficulty which attends them. If it be 
highly confonant to our general notions 
Da of 
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of the benevolence of the Deity (as high-* 
ly confonant it furely is) that he (hould not 
leave fo impotent a creature as man, to 
the fingle guidance of his own prcca*-. 
rious faculties > who would abandon a be- 
lief fo full of the moft enlivening qonfola* 
tion, in compliance with thofe metaphy- 
seal reafonings whkh are ufually calculat- 
ed rather to filence* than to f?ti$fy, ai* 
humble inquirer after truth ? Who indeed 
would wifh to be convinced, that he ftand* 
unguarded by that heavenly (hield, which 
can proteft him againft all the aflaults o£ 
an injurious and malevolent world ? The 
truth is, the belief of a particular provi- 
dence is the moft animating perfuafion that 
the mind of man can embrace t it give& 
ftrength to our hope3 x andfinnnefs to our 
refolutions; it fubdues the infoience of pro- 
sperity, and draws out the fting of affliai- 
on. In a word, it is like the golden branch, 
to which Virgil's hero, was directed, and. 
affords the only fecure paflport through the 
regions of darknefs and farrow, I am, &c. 
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LETTER IX. 

To Timoclea; 

July *9, *7+k 

IT is with wonderful fatisfaftion I find 
you are grown fuch an adept in the 
occult arts, and that you take a laudable 
pieafure in the antient and ingenious ftudy 
of making and folving Riddles. It is a fci- 
ence, undoubtedly, of moft neceffary ac- 
quirement, and deferves to make a part in 
the education of both fexes. Thofe of 
yours may by this means very innocently 
indulge their ufual cufiofity of difcovering 
and difclofing a fecretj whilft fuch amongft 
ours who have a turn for deep (peculations, 
and arc fond of puzzling themfelves and 
others, may exercife their faculties this way 
with much private fatisfa&ion, 4 and with- 
out the leaft difturbance to the public. It 
is an art indeed, which I would recom- 
mend to the encouragement of both the 
univerfities, as it affords the eafieft and; 
(horteft method of conveying fome of the 
moft ufeful principles of logic, and might 
therefore be introduced as a very proper 
P. 3, fufe- 
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fubftitute in the room of thofc dry fyftems, 
which are at prefer* t in vogue in thofe 
places of education. For, as it confifts in 
difcovering truth under borrowed appear- 
ances, it might prove of wonderful advan- 
tage in every branch of learning, by habi- 
tuating the mind to feparate all foreign 
ideas, and consequently preferving it from 
that grand fourcc of error, the being de- 
ceived by falfe conne&ions. In fhort, Ti- 
moclea, this your favorite fcience contains 
the fum of all human policy s and as there 
is no paffing thro* the world without fome- 
times mixing with fools and knaves $ who 
would not choofe to be mafter of the enig- 
matical art, in order, on proper occafions, 
to be able to lead afide craft and imperti- 
nence from their aim, by the convenient 
artifice of a prudent difguife : It Was the 
maxim of a very wife prince, that tc he 
<c who knows not how to diflcmble, knows 
€C not how to reign 1" and I defire you 
would receive it as mine, that he who 
" knows not how to riddle, knows not how 
■ "to live." 

But befides the general ufefulnefs of 
this art, it will have a farther recommen- 
dation 
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elation to all true admirers of antiquity, as 
being pnuftifed by the' mod corifiderable 
perfonages of early times. It is almoft 
three thoufand years ago fince Samfon 
propofed his famous riddle $ though the ad- 
vocates for ancient learning muft for- 
give me, if in this article I attribute the 
fuperiority to the moderns : for if -we 
may judge of the fkill of the former in 
this profound art by that remarkable Spe- 
cimen of it, the geniufes of thofe early ages 
were by no means equal to thofe which our 
times have produced. But as a friend of 
mine has lately finifhed, and intends very 
fhortly to publi(h, a mod learned work in 
folio, wherein he has fully proved that im- 
portant point, I will not anticipate the 
pleafure you will receive by perufing his 
curious performance. In the mean while 
let it be remembred to the immortal glory 
of this art, that the wifeft man, as well as 
the greateft prince that ever lived, is faid 
to have amufed himfelf and a neighboring 
monarch in trying the ftrength of each 
other's talents in this way ; feveral riddles, 
it feems, having pafled between Solomon 
and Hiram, upon condition that he who 
D 4 failed 
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failed in the folution fhbuld incur a certain 
penalty. It is recorded x likewife of the 
great father of poetry, even the divine Ho- 
mer himfelf, that he had a tafte of this fort ; 
and we are told by a Greek writer of his 
life, that he died with vexation for not be- 
ing able to difcover a riddle, which was 
propofed to him by fome fifhermen at a 
certain ifland called Io. 

I am inclined to think, indeed, that the 
antients in general were fuch admirers of 
this art, as to infcribe riddles upon their 
tomb-flones, and that pot fatisfied with 
puzzling the world in their life-time, they 
bequeathed enigmatical legacies to the pub- 
lic after their deceafe. My conjecture i$ 
founded upon an ancient infcription, which 
I will venture to quote to you, though it 
is in Latin, as your friencl and neighbor 
the antiquarian will, I am perfuaded, be 
very glad of obliging you with a diflerta- 
tion upon it. Be pleafed then to afk him, 
whether he does not think that the follow- 
ing infcription favors my fentiments : 

VIATORES. OPTIMI. 
HIS. NVOIS. GRYPHIS. AMBAGIBVSQ.VE. 
MEIS. CONDONARE. POSCIMUS. 

j However 
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However this may be, it is certain tbat it 
was one of the great entertainments of the 
paftoral life, and therefore, if for no other 
reafon, highly deferving the attention of 
pur modern Arcadians. You remember, 
I dare fay, the riddle which the fhepherdl 
Dametas propofes to Msenalcas in Dryden's 
Virgil : 

v Say where the round of heav'n, which all- 
contains, 
To three Jhort ells on earth ourjight reftrains: 
Tell That, and rife a Phcebusfor thy pains. 

This- senigma, which has exercifed the 
gueffes of many a learned critic, remains ] 
yet unexplained: which I mention, not 
only as an inftancc of the wonderful pene- 
tration which is neceffary to render a man 
a complete adept in this mod noble fcience, 
but as an incitement to you to employ your 
{kill in attempting the folution. — And now, 
Timoclea, what will your grave friend fay, 
who reproached you, it feems, for your 
riddling genius, when he (hall find you are 
thus able to defend your favorite ftudy by 
the fublime examples of kings, commenta- 
tors, and poets ? I am, &c. 
* LETTER 
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LETTER X. 

To Phidippus. 

ARDLY, I imagine, were you in 
earneft, when you required my 
thoughts upon friendfhip: for, to give you 
the trueft idea of that generous intercourfe, 
may I not juftly refer you back to the fen- 
timents of your own heart ? I am fure, at 
leaft, I have learned to improve my own 
notions of that refined iffedtion, by thofe 
inftances which I have obferved in yourfelf ; 
as it is from thence I have received the 
cleared conviction, that it derives all its 
ftrcngth and {lability from virtue and good- 
fenfe. 

There is not, perhaps, a quality more 
uncommon in the world, than that which 
is neceflary to form a man for this refined 
commerce: for however fociablenefs may 
be eflecmed a juft charadtcriftic of our fpe- 
cies; friendlinefS) I am perfuaded, will 
fcarce be found to enter into its general de- 
finition. The qualifications requifite to 
fupport and conduit friendftiip in all its 
ftrength and extent, do not feem to be fuf- 
ficiently difFufed among the human race, 

to 
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to render them the diftinguifhin$ marks of 
mankind ; unlefs generofity and good~fenfe 
ihould be allowed (what they never can be 
allowed) univerfally to prevail. On the 
contrary, how few are in pofleflion of thofe 
mod amiable of endowments ? how few 
are capable of that noble elevation of mind, 
which raifes a man above thofe little jea~ 
loufics and rivalfhips that {hoot up in the 
paths of common amities ? 

We fhould not, indeed, fo often hear 
complaints of the inconftancy and falfenefs 
of friends, if the world in general were 
more cautious than they ufually are, in 
forming connexions of this kind. But the 
misfortune is, our friendships are apt to be 
too forward, and thus either fall off in the 
bloffom, or never arrive at juft maturity. It 
is an excellent piece of advice therefore, 
that the poet Martial gives upon this occa- 
sion : 

Tu tantum in/pice qui novus paratur % 
An pojjit fieri yctusfoJalis. 

Were I to make trial of any perfon's 
qualifications for an union of fo much deli- 
cacy, there is no part of his conduct I 

would 
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would fooner fingle out, than to obfcrve 
him in his refentments. And this, not 
upon the maxim frequently advanced, 
" that the beft friends make the bittereft 
€ ? enemies;" but, on the contrary, becaufe 
I am perfuaded, that he who is capable of 
bring a bitter enemy, can never poflfcfs the 
neceflary virtues that conftitute a true 
friend. For muft he not want generality 
(that moft effential principle of an amicable ' 
combination) who can be fo mean as to 
indulge a fpirit of Jjettied revenge, and 
coolly triumph ill the'qppreffion of an ad- 
verfary ? Accordingly, there is no circum- 
stance in the chara&er of the excellent 
Agricola, that giyes me a higher notion of 
the true heroifm of his mind, than what 
the hiftorian of his life mentions concern- 
ing his conduct in this particular inftancc 
J3# Iracundia (fays Tacitus) nihil fuperer at '.• 
fecretum et Jilentiutn ejus mntimeres. His 
elevated fpirit was too great to fufFer his re- 
ientment to furvive the occafion of it ; and 
thofe who provoked his indignation had 
nothing to apprehend from the fecret and 
iilent workings of unextinguished malice, 
^ut the pradtice, it muft be owned (per- 
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haps I might have faid, the principle too) 
of the world runs ftrongly oh the fide of 
the contrary difpofition ; and thus, in op- 
position to that generous feptiment of your 
admired orator, which I have fo often heard 
you quote with applaufe, our friendships 
are mortal, whilft it is our enmities only 
that never die. 

But though judgment muft colied: the 
materials of this goodly ftrufture, it is af- 
fection that gives the cement ; and paffion, 
as well as reafon, ihouid concur in forming 
a firm and lafting coalition. Hence, per-* 
haps, it is, that not only the moft powerful 
but the moft lafting friendships, are ufually 
the produce of the early feafoaof our lives, 
when we are moft fufceptihle of the warm 
and afFe&ionate imprcffions. The con- 
nexions, into which we enter in any after- 
period, decreafe in ftrength as our paflions 
abate in heat ; .and there is pot, I believe, 
a fingle inftance of a vigorous friendship 
that ever ftruck root in a bofom chilled by 
years. How irretrievable then is the lofs 
of thofe beft and faircft acquifitions of our 
youth ? Seneca, taking notice of Auguftus 
Caefar's lamenting, upon a certain occafion r 

the 
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the death of Maecenas and Agrippa, ob- 
serves, that he, who could inftanfly repair 
the deftrudtion of whole fleets and armies, 
and bid Rome, after a general conflagra- 
tion, rife out of her afhes even with more 
luftre than before ; was yet unable, dur- 
ing a whole life, to fill up thofe lading va- 
cancies in his friendship: A reflc&ion, 
which reminds me of renewing my felici- 
tations, that you would be more cautious 
in hazarding a life which I have fo many 
reafons to love and honor. For whenever 
an accident of the fame kind fhall feparate 
(and what other accident can feparate) the 
happy union which has fo long fubfifted 
between us ; where fhall I retrieve fo fe- 
vere a lofs? I am utterly indifpofed to en- 
ter into new habitudes, and extend the little 
circle of my friendships : happy if I may but 
preferve it firm and unbroken totheclofing 
moment of my life I Adieu. 



LETTER 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



[■47 ] 
LETTER XL 

To HoRTENSIUS. 

Auguft ia, 1741. 

IF any thing could tempt me to read the % 
Latin poem you mention, it would be 
your recommendation. But (hall I venture 
to own, that I have no tafte for modern 
compofitions of that kind? There is one * 
objection which always remains with me 
againft them, and which I have never yet 
found caufe to renounce : no true genius, 
I am perfuaded, would fubmit to write any 
considerable poem in a dead language. A 
poet, who glows with the genuine fire of 
a warm and lively imagination, will find 
the copioufnefs of his own native Englifh 
fcarce fufficient to convey his ideas in all 
their ftrength and energy. The moft com- 
prehenfive language finks under the weight 
of great conceptibns j and a pregnant ima- 
gination difdainsto ftint the natural growth 
of her thoughts, to the confined Standard of 
claffical expreflion. An ordinary genius, 
indeed, may be humbly contented to pur- 
fue words thro' indexes and dictionaries, 

and 
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and tamely borrow phrafes from Horace 
and Virgil ; but could the elevated inven- 
tion of Milton, or the brilliant fenfe of 
Pope, have inglorioufly fubmitted to lower 
the force and majefty of the moft exalted 
and nervous fentiments, to the fcanty mca- 
Aire of the Roman dialed? For copioufnefs 
is by no means in the number of thofe ad- 
vantages which attend the Latin language; 
as many of the antiehts have both confbffed 
and lamented. Thus Lucretius and Seneca, 
complain of its. deficiency with refpedt to 
fubje&s of philofophy ; as PKny the youn- 
ger owns he found it incapable of furnishing 
him with prop&r terms, in compositions of 
wit and humor. But if the Romans them- 
selves found their language thus penurious, 
in its entire and moft ample fupplies ; how 
much more contra&cd muft it be to us, 
who are only in poffeffion of its broken and 
fcattered remains ? 

To fay truth, I have obferved in moft 
©£ the modern Latin poems which I have 
accidentally run over, a remarkable bar- 
reonefeof fentiment* and have generally 
found the poet degraded into the parodift. 
It is ufually the little dealers on Parnaflus, 

who 
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tyho have not a fufficicnt flock of genius to 
launch out into a ipore enlarged commerce 
with" the Mufes, that hawk about theft 
claffica! gleanings, The &y% of theie pet^ 
forpances always puts me in mind of Har- 
lequin's fbufF, which' he colle&ed by bor- 
rowing a pinch out of ibvery man*s box He 
could meet, and then retailed it to his cu- 
stomers under the pompous title oftaSac fie 
miffe fours. Half a litii from Virgil or Lu- 
cretius, pieced out with a bit from Horace 
or Juvenal, is generally the motley mixture 
which enters into competitions of this fort. 
One may apply to thefe jack-daw poets 
with their ftolen feathers, what Martial 
fays to a contemporary plagiarift : 

Stat contra dicitque tihitua pagina, FuresJ 

This kind of theft, indeed, every man 
muft neceffarily commit, who fets up for 
a poet in a dead language. For to exprefe 
himfelf with propriety, he "mufjt not only 
be iure that every JingU word which he ufes, 
is authorifed by the jbeft writers $ but he 
muft not even venture to throw them out 
of that particular combination in which he 
finds, them conne&ed: btherwife he may 
fall into the moil barbarous folecifms. To 
E explain 
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explain my meaning by an inftance front 
modern language j the French words arerie 
and rive, are both to be met with in their 
approved authors j and yet if a foreigner, 
Unacquainted with the niceties of that lan- 
guage, fhould take the liberty of bringing 
thofe two words together, as in the follow- 
ing verfe, 

Sur la rive dufleuve amaffant de Varene \ 
he would be expofed to the ridicule, not 
only of the critics, but of the moft ordinary 
mechanic in Paris. For the idiom of the 
French tongue will not admit of the expref* 
Hon fur la rive du fleuve, but requires the 
phrafeykr le bord de la riviere; as they never 
% atnafjer de Parene, but du fable. The 
fame obfervation may be extended to ail 
languages, whether living or dead. But as 
no reafo'nings from analogy can be of the 
leaft force in determining the idiomatic pro- 
prieties of any language whatfoever; a mo- 
dern Latin pt>et has no other method of be- 
ing ftire to avoid abfurdities of this kind, 
than to take whole phrafes as he finds them 
formed to his haiids. Thus inftead of ac- 
commodating hisi exprefiion to his fenti- 
ment (if any he fhould have) he muft ne- 
cefiarily bend his fentiment to his expref- 

. fion, 
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fion, as he is not at liberty to ftrike out into 
that boldnefs of ftyle> and thofe unexpected 
combinations of words, which' give fuch 
grace and energy to the thoughts of every 
true genius. True genius, indeed, is as 
much difcovered by ftyle as by any other 
diftin&ion $ and every eminent writer, with- 
out indulging any unwarranted licences, has 
a language which he derives from himfelf, 
and which is peculiarly and literally his own. 
I would recommend therefore to thefe 
empty echoes of the antients, which owe 
their voice to the ruins of Rome, the advice 
of an old philofqpher to an affe&ed orator 
of his times: Vive moribus prateritis, faid 
he, loquere verbis prafentibm. Let thefe 
poets form their conduct, if they pleafe, by 
the manners of the antients; but if they 
would prove their genius, it muft be by the 
language of the moderns. I would not how- 
ever have you imagine, that I exclude all 
merit from a qualification of this kind. To 
be {killed in the mechanifm of Latin verfe, 
is a talent, I confefs, extremely worthy of a 
pedagogue $ as it is an excrcife of Angular 
advantage to his pupils. I am, &c. 
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L E ? /f t R iff. 
fb Am asia. 

I, . . . _ , M*f »74* 

F gdoa ihanhers will hot jtiftify my long 
filence, policy at waft virifl : for you 
mud conlfefs there is fome prtidence in hot 
owning a debt one is incapable of paying* 
1 have the mortification indeed to jind my- 
feif engaged in a commerce^ which 1 have 
not afufficierit fonti to fupport } thd* t niuff 
add at the fame time* if you cxpedt an equal 

return of entertainment for that frhich your 

* * • •• » ,i * . 

letters afford, I know not where you will 
find a cofrefpondentw Vou will fcardely, at 
leaft, look for him in the defert, or hope tot 
any thing vefy lively from. a man who is 
obliged to feek his companions among the 
dead. You who dwell in a land flowing 
with mirth and good humor, meet with 
many a gallant occurrence Worthy of re- 
cord; but what can a village produce, which 
is more famous for repofe than for a&ion* 
and is fo much behind the manners of th£ 
prefent age, as fcarce td hfave got otit of the 
Simplicity of the firft ? The utmoft of our 

humor 
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humorTxf^ ] noh^er ( t|ian punch; and ail 
that.wpJfPQWQf ^fferTjblies >T is once a .year 
round our tyfy«po}e. Thus^pqualified, as 
| apj, ;to x^trityjte^p ^q«r . moment, f I 
am^s much #t a lpjfs \ to . %?p}y, my , w* ; 
and am obligejdtq^a^c.repppfejto a thou- 
iand ftrafgg^s.tq.^Jp.fj^ off with tjiofc. 
lingering Jqitf?, t ^ch ,rup fo f\yif dy, it 
feemfo^y you. iAs. one, cannptfl ways, you 
Jfnowv^fi^y^ at.,pu(h-p^,l4>wcti^ 
cnjploy ft]^!^ 

verfion; ^d, ^^er^uribe butterflies, or 
&W*ftoW«f)^ Wc^p^aad ttie feafon 
permit. This : Wipffljqg pot proving . very 
favorable tp my ^rfs t ^ : the jidd, I con- 
tented myfelf^Jxjft^ jwd 
as I am ; pot at.jpr^fe^t /applied with apy 
: tfwg ; &$*?* ;#> r vfPP^»teri^nment, will 
you fuffer jjjq & : fet Mqfty^a'^e q{ my 
game? 

A TAL| V 

ERE. Saturn's fons were yet difgracM^ 
And heathen gods were all the tafte ft 
Full oft (we read) 'twas Jove's high will, . 
To take the air on Ida's hill. 
|t chane'd, as once with ferious ken 
^[e viewed from thence the ways of men, 

£3 ' «* 
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He faw (and pity touch'd his breaft) 
The world by three foul fiends poflcft. 
Pale Difcord there, and Folly vain, 
With haggard Vice* upheld their reign. 
Then forth he fent his fummons high,/ 
And call'd a fenate of the fky. 
Round as the winged orders preft, 
Jove thus his facred mind expreft : 
€c Say, which of all this fhining train 
** Will Virtue's conflid hard fuftain ; 
" For fee! fhe drooping takes her flight, 
" While not a god fupports her right/' 
He paus'd— - when from amidft the fky, 
Wit % Innocence \ and Harmony \ 
With one united zeal arofe, 
The triple tyrants to oppofe. 
That inftant from the realms of day, 
With gen'rous fpeed, they took their way : 
To Britain's ifle diredt their car,. 
And enter'd with the ev'ning ftar. 

Beside tl^e road amanfion flood, 
Defended by a circling wood. 
Hither, difguis'd, their fteps they bend, 
In hopes, perdhance, to find a friend. 
Nor v^in their hope ; for records fay 
Worth ne'er from thence was turn'd away. 
They urge; the traveler's common chance, 
And ev'ry piteous plea advance. 

The 
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The artful talc thajt Wit had feign'd, 
Admittance eafy foon obtain'd. 

TifE dame who pwn'd, adorn'd the place: 
Three blooming daughters added grace. 
The firft, with gentleft manners bleft, 
And temper fweet, each heart pofleft; 
Who view'd her catch'd the tender flame: 
And loft Amafia was her name. 
In fprightly fenfe, and polifh'd air, 
What maid with Mira might compare ? 
While Lucia's eyes, iand Lucia's lyre, 
Did unrefifted love infpire, 

..Imapimb no\y the table clear, 
And mirth in ev'ry face appear : 
The fong, the tale, the jeft went round, 
The riddle dark, the trick profound. 
Thus each admiring and admir'd, 
The hoft? and guefts at length retir'd ; 
When Wit thus fpake her fifter-train: 
u Faith, friends, our errand is but vain — ■ 
" (J>uick let us meafure back the Iky ; 
" Thefe nymphs alone may well fupply 
fC Wit> Innocence, arid Harmony. 



i 



You fee to what expedient folitude has 

reduced me, when I am thus forced to 

Hiring rhymes, as boys do birds eggs, in or- 

E 4 v der 
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der to while ; away uiy idle hours. Biit a 
gayer fcenp is, I txuft, approaching, an<$ 
the day will fliortly^ | liope, arrive* when, 
I fhall only complain that it Heals ai way too> 
faft. * It is not from any improvement in the 
pbiefts which furround ine that I (exped 
this wondrous change; npr yet that a longer 
familiarity will render them ipo^agriaMe. 
It is from a promire I repeivtd^ that Apia- 
fia wijl yifit the Kerm.it in hi? cell, ahd dif- 
perfe the gloom 1 of a fbfttaire tjy' th$ cbear- 
fulneis of her cpnver&tfoo. What induce- 
ments fhall'I imentiop toprevailw?thyou 
to haften/&at day ? fli^ll I itelf you^ that; I 
have a bower over-arched wrAwowbbc I 
that I have an oak whidi /is %h$ fevorite 
haunt of a dryad ? that'Jhavciapialpiatiopjy 
whicli ffourifhes wijth ' all the verttors. of 
Mayj ! in tjde midft 6f all the cold %f De- 
cember? Or, may I AothopetlUCtlhave. 
fomcthing ffill more prevailing with you 
than all thefe, as I can with truth aflure 
'you, that I have a Tieajrt which is faithfujly 
yours, &c. 
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% S t t B » XIII, 

7« Phijuote*. 

f "A l&dNG allthe advantages which at* 

'./jL Vend friendship, there is hot one more 

ValUablp thanthe liberty it admits in laying; 

: p|^ 4 tlie*varibus*affeaions of bhe^ mind* 

Withobt referve "or difguife. There is fome- 

r thing' iti djfclofing to a friend the occifional 

; cmbtiotts * bf 'pritfVh&rt, that itftmderftifly 

' COfltHbtftfes to fboth ahd'dlay its pcrfurbati- 

'tms, inaSf its fti6ft ptftifiye or anxious mo- 

J liicnts. T$a*ture, indeed , l fefcms to 1 have tdji 

ijs^rth a : gcrieral difjiofmqu to communis 

cation: thoiighat thefemetiraeit niufft be 

Acknowledged, there ire few to whom *>nc 

- piay be! ffifely cbmttm&icati ve. Have I not 

fre&bh,- (hen, td effteem' it as ©toe of the itnofl: 

diefitsble drcumftances of my life, that I 

dafe,yithout fcruple, or danger, think aloud 

toPhilbtes? It is merely to exercife that 

happy privilege, I now take up my pen \ and 

you mu# expedt nothing in this letter but 

the pi&ure of my heart iii one of its fpknetiq. 

flours. There are certain feafons, perhaps, 

^n every man's life, when he is diflatisfied 

ymh 
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with himfelf and every thing around him, 
without being able to give a fubftantial rea- 
fon for being fo : at lead I am unwilling 
to think, that this dark cloud, which .at pre- 
sent hangs over my mind, is peculiar to my 
confutation, and never gathers in any brcaft 
but my own. It is much more, however* 
my concern to diffipate this vapor in myfelf, 
than to difcover that it fometimes arifes in 
others: as there is no difpofition a man 
would rather endeavor to cherifh, than a 
. conftant, aptitude of being pleafed. But piy 
practice will not always credit my philqfo- 
phy-; and I find it much eafier ta point put 
xny diftemper than to removfe it. After all, 
is it not a mortifying confideratiqn, : that the 
powers of rcafon fhould be lefs prevalent 
than thofe of matter; and that a page of Se- 
neca cannot raife the fpirits, when a pint of 
clafet will? It might, methinks> fomewhat 
abate the infolence of human pride .to con- 
fider, that it is but increafing or diminifh- 
ing the velocity of certain fluids in the ani- 
mal machine, to elate the foul with the gay- 
eft hopes, or fink her into the deepeft de- 
fpair -, to deprefs the hero into a coward, 
or advance the coward into a hero, It i6 to 

fome 
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fome ftjch* mechanical caufe I am inclined 
to attribute the prefent gloominefe of my 
mind: at the fame time, I will confefs, there 

• is fomething in that very consideration which 
gives ftrength to the fit,- and renders it^fo 
much the more difficult to throw off. For, 
tell me, is it not a difcouraging reflection to 
find . one's felf Jervik (as Shakefpeare' ex- 
preffes it) to every Jkyey influence, and the 

-fport of every paltry atom ? to owe the eafe 
of one's mind not only to the difpofition of 

- one's own: body; but almoft to that of cvef y 

-other which furrdunds us ? : Adieu. 
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Or O N T.ES. 





THE pafTage you quote is entirely in 
my feritiments. I agrcte both with that 
celebrated author and yoorfelf, that our Ora- 
tory is by no means in a ftate of perfection: 
and,- tho' it has much ftrength and folidity, 
that it may yet be rendered far more po- 
lifhed and aflfedting. The growth, indeed, 
of eloquence, even in thofe countries where 
(he florifhed moft, has ever been exceed- 
ingly 
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ingly flow. Athens had -boon in pofleiBon 
of all die odjcripditc imprDwnwiitSi Jong 
^before: henpretenfions ;to the perfuafiv© arts 
were do ; any -degree .considerable ; as {the 
earlisft orator of note among the Romansi 
.did nctappear fe©nfr than 2abaut a: century 
before Ttdly. 

That fecat tnafter of petftgijon, fctak- 
ing^noticr trf this rciiuricabfe^ircnmflaiicc, 
-affigns it/as an evidence of the fixperiocdiffi- 
'i tvAty 66 hfc favorite art. rPoffibly there >n>ay 
ytofometmthinthedbfdrvaiion: btrtatehat- 
ever thcxaiifc t>e, thc££t, iLbdlieve, isruo- 
deniable. Accordingly eloquence has by 
no means made equal advances in our own 
country, ^with^herififter arts i andtho*we^ 
have feen forae excellent poets, and a few 
good painters rife up amongfl; us, yet I know 
nhofc whether oor fl^tioa cen, ilupply ws w^tba 
Single oratojri of deferved eminence. .One 
-cannot but <fee fiftrpriftd alibis,/ when it is 
: confidercd>othat t wc r hwe : a proftflion fct 
/apart : for the purpofes. of ptffuafion ; ^nd 
which. «iot:only affords *he-mqft animating 
, andintereftbg topics of rhetoric, but where- 
in a talent of this kind- would prove the 
likeiieft, ; perhaps, of any other to obtain 
^pfi; aoabitipus prices which y?w:e thought 
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IB ebntr ibute fo much tt> the focce&fol pro** 
grtis of antient eloqucftce. 

Amobi& the principal defe&s of our 
fenglifh orator?, their general difregard of 
harmony has, I think, been the leaft ob* 
ferved. It would be injuftke indeed to deny 
that we have feme performances of this kind 
amdngft us, tolerably mufical : but it muft 
be acknowledged at the fame time^ that it 
is more the effeft of accident than defign, 
and rather a proof of the power of oar 
language, than of the art of our orators, 

D*. Tlllotfon, who is frequently mett* 
tioncd as hating carried this fpecies of elo- 
quence to its higheft perfection, feems to 
have had no fort of notion of rhetorical 
humbers 2 aod may I venture, Orontes, to 
add, without haiarding^ the imputation of 
an affe&ed Angularity, that I think no man 
had ever left pretentions to genuine oratory, 
than this celebrated preacher. If any thing 
could raife a flame of eloquence in the 
bread of an orator, there is no occafion, up* 
on which one ihould imagine it would be 
more likely to break out, than in celebrat- 
ing departed merit t yet the two fermon$ 
which he preached- upon the death of Dr. 

Gooch 
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Gooch and Dr..Whfcchofc arc as cold and 
languid performances as were ever, per- 
haps, produced upon fucb an animating 
fubjed:. One cannot indeed but. regret, that 
he, who abounds with fuch noble and ge- 
nerous fentiments, fhould want the art of 
fetting them off with all the advantage they 
defcrvc ; that the fublime in morals fhould 
not be attended with a fuitable elevation 
of language. The truth however is, his 
words are frequently ill chofen, and almoft 
always ill placed 5 his periods are both 
tedious and unharmonious ; as his . meta- 
phors are generally mean, and often ridi- 
culous. It were eafy to produce num- 
berlefs inftances in fupport of this aflertion. 
Thus in his fermon preached before Queen 
Anne, when fhe was Princcfs of Den- 
mark, he talks of fqueezing a parable, 
thrujiing religion by> driving a ftridt bar- 
gain with God, /harking Jhifts, &c. and 
fpeakirig of the day of judgment, he de- 
fcribes the world as cracking about our ears. 
I cannot, however, but acknowledge, in 
juftice to the oratorical character of this 
moft valuable prelate, that there is a noble 
Simplicity in fome few of his fermons; 

as 
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as his excellent difcourfe on fincetity de- 
fcrves to be mentioned with particular ap- 
plaufe. 

But to (hew his deficiency in the article 

I am confidering at prefent, the following 

ftrifture will be fufficient, among many 

others that might be cited to the fame pur- 

pofc. <c One might be apt," fays he, <c to 

c< think at firft view, that this parable was 

" overdone, and wanted fomething of a due 

cc decorum 5 it being hardly credible, that 

€l a man, after he had been fo mercifully 

f ' and gencroufly dealt withal, as upon his 

cc humble requeft to have fo huge a debt fo 

€€ freely forgiven, fhould> whilft the me- 

" mory of fo much mercy was frefli upon 

" him, even in the very next moment, 

cc bandk his fellow-fervant, who had made 

€C the fame humble requeft to him which 

<c he had done to his lord, with fo much 

" roughnefs and cruelty, for fo inconfider* 

" able a fum." 

This whole period (not to mention other 
objections which might juftly be raifed 
againft it) is unmufical throughout ; but 
the concluding members, which ought to 
have been particularly flowing, are moft 
rniferably loofc and disjointed. If the de- 
licacy 
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licacy of Tully's ear was fo q^aii^cljrt^ 
fined, as not 4waj§ t$ b? fatisfif d even wbeg 
he red Demofthenes $ how would it have 
been offended at tipe harihnc^ $ad $JTo^ 
toaM*df(ott^^^ " 

NpT^iNd, pec^apS) throws our c)p* 
quence at a gr^tpr 4ift^nce from t^at Qjf 
the antients, thap fhi$ Gothic ^rtangement i 
as tjiofe wonderful efteas> wfycji ibmetimes 
attended theif elogptiqq, wexe in ^J proba- 
bility chiefly owipg to $cir flrill jp n»u%al 
concords, It wa§ by the charpa of nun; |>ers» 
united with Uie ftrepgth of reafop, fhat 
Tully ponfqiipged the aqdaci^us* pafjljpe* 
and filenced the eloquent Hortenfifjs* }t was 
this that deprived Curio of all pq#er of re* 
colledioo, whep he rofe yp to pppofe that 
great matter of enchaptiftg rhetoric i it was 
this* in a word* made even Cpfyr himfelf 
tremble 1*; nay, what is yet more extraordi* 
nary> made Caefcr alter his determined pur* 
pofe, and acquit the man he had refolyed 
to condemn. 

You will not fufped: that I attribute too 
much to the power of numerous compofi- 
tion, when you recoiled the inftance which 

* See -Tully's Letters, toL ii. p. 365. not. 9. 

Tully 
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Tully produces of its wonderful effedr. He 
informs us, you may remember, in one of 
his rhetorical treatifes, that he was himfelf 
a witnefs of its influence as Carbo was once 
haranguing to the people. When that orator 
pronounced the following fentence, , patris 
di&umfapiens, temeritas filii dimprdbavit, 
it was aftonifhtog, fays he, to bbferve thfc 
general applaufe which followed that har- 
monious clofe* A modern ear, perhaps, 
would not be much affe&ed upon this oc- 
cafion 3 and, indeed, it is more than pro- 
bable, that we are ignorant of the art of 
pronouncing that period with its genuine 
emphafis and cadence. We are certain, 
however, that the mufic of it confifted in, 
the dicboree with which it * is terminated : 
. for Cicero himfelf affures us, that if the 
final meafure had been changed, and the 
words placed in a different order, their 
Whole effect would have been abfolutely 
deftroyed. 

This art Was firft introduced among the 

Greeks by Thrafimachus, tho* fome of the 

. admirers of Ifocrates attributed the invca- 

tion to that orator. It does not appear to 

have been ohferved by the Romans till near 

F the 
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the times of Tully, and even then it was by 
no toeahs Univeffally received. The antiem 
and lefs numerous manner of compofitibn, 
had ftill many admirers, Who Were fuch tn- 
thuikfts to antiquity as to adopt her very 
ddfe&Si A difpofition of the feme kind may, 
perhaps, prevent its being received with as ; 
and white the archbifhop fliall maintain his 
authority as an orator, it is not to be expect- 
ed that any great advancement will be made 
in this fpeties of eloquence. That ftrength 
of underftanding likewife, and folidtty of 
reafon, which is To eminently our national 
chara&eriftic, may add fbtnewhat to thte 
difficulty of reconciling us to a ftudy of this 
kind -, as at firft glance k may feem to lead 
an orator from his grand and principal aim, 
and tempt him to make a facrifice of fenfe 
to found. It muft be Acknowledged, in- 
deed, that in the times which fucceeded the 
diffolution of the Roman republic, this art 
was fo perverted from its true end as to be- 
come thefingle ftudy of their enervatedora- 
tors. Pliny the youngej often complains of 
this contemptible affectation ; and the polite 
latirtrhor of that elegant dialogue which, Wi& 
Very little probability* is attributed either to 

Tacitns 
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Tacitus or Quintilian, affures us it was thd 
ridiculous boaft of certain orators in the time 
of the declenfion of genuine eloquence, that 
their harangues were capable of being fet to 
mufic, and fung upon the ftage. But it muft 
be remembred, that the true end of this 
art I am recprnmending, is to aid, not to 
fuperfede reafon j that it is fo far from being 
necciferily effeminate, that it not only 
adds grace but ftrength to the powers of* 
perfuafion. For this purpofc Tully and 
Quiotilian, thofe great mafters of nume- 
rous compofition, have laid it down as a 
fixed and invariable rule, that it muft never 
appear the effect of labor in the orator $ that 
the tuneful flow of his periods muft always 
fcem the cafual refult of .their difpofition $ 
and that it is the higheft offence againft thev 
art, to weaken the expreffion in order to 
give a more mufical tone to the cadence, 
la Aloft, that no unmeaning words are to 
be thrown in merely to fill up the requifite 
meafure, but that they muft ftill rife in 
fenfe $is they improve in found. I am, &c. 
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LETTER XV; 

To C L E OR A. 

Auguftu, 1738. 

TH O* it is but a few hours fincc 1 
parted from my Cleoa 3 yet I havfc 
already, you fee, taken up my pen to write 
to her. You muft not expedt, however, in 
this, or in any of my future letters, that I fay 
fine things to you ; fince I only intend to tell 
you true ones. My heart is too full to be re- 
gular, and too fincere to be ceremonious. I 
have changed the manner, not the ftyle of 
my former converfations : and I write to 
you, as I ufed to talk to you, without form 
or art. Tell me then, with the fame uiy- 
difiembled fincerity, what effedt this ab- 
fence has upon your ufual chearfulnefs ? as 
I will honeftly confefs on my own part, 
that I am too interefted to wifh a circum- 
ftance fo little confident with my own re^- 
pofe, fhould be altogether reconcileable to 
yours. I have attempted, however, to pur- 
fue your advice, and divert myfelf by the 
fubjedt you recommended to my thoughts i 
but it is impoffible, I perceive, to turn off 

the 
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the mind at once from an objcdt, which it 
has long dwelt upon with pleafure. My 
heart, like a poor bird which is hunted 
from her neft, is ftjll returning to the place 
of its affections, and after fome vain efforts 
to fly off, fettles again where all its cares 
and all its tenderncfs are centered. Adieu. 



L E T T E R XVI. 

To Philotes,. 

Auguft, 20, 1739. 

IF E A R I (hall lofe all my credit with 
you as a gardener, by this fpecimen 
which I venture to fend you of the produce 
of my walls. The fnails, indeed, have had 
more than their (hare of my peaches and 
nectarines this feafon : but will you not 
fmile when I tell you, that I deem it a fort 
of cruelty to fuffer them to be deflxoyed ? 
I fhould fcarce dare to acknowledge this 
weaknefs (as the generality of the world, 
no doubt, would call it) had I not experi- 
enced, by many agreeable inftances, that I 
may fafely lay open to you every fentiment 
of my heart. To confefs the truth then, 
F 3 have 
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J have fome fcruples with refpe<9: to the li* 
bcrty we affume in the unlimited deftruc* 
tion of thefe lovver orders of exiftence. I 
know not upon what principle of reafon 
and juftice it is, that mankind have founded 
the right over the lives of every creature 
that is placed in a fubordinate rank of being 
to themfelves. Whatever claim they may 
have in right of food and felf-defence, did 
they extend their privilege nb farther than 
thofe articles would reafonably cany them, . 
numberlefs beings might enjoy their lives in 
peace, who are now deprived of them by 
the moft wanton and Unneceflary cruelties. 
I cannot, indeed, difcover why it fhould be 
thought Jefs inhuman to crufh to death a 
harmlefs infeffc, whofe fingle offence is that 
he eats the fruit which nature has prepared 
for his fuftenance, thaa it would be, were I 
to kill any more bulky creature for the fame 
reafon. There are few tempers fo hardened 
to the impreffions of humanity, as not to 
{hudder at the thought of the latter ; and 
yet the former is pnivcrfally pra&ifed with- 
out the leaft check of companion. This 
feems to arife from the grofs error of fup- 
Dpfingj that eyery creature is really in itfelf 

cop? 
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contemptible, which happens to be cloath- 
ed witfc a bqdy infinitely difproportionate 
%0 our own j not confideriqg that great and 
little ace merely relative terms. But the in- 
imitable Sbafcefpeare would teach us, that 
the poor beetle tfat vye tread upon, 

In wp'ralfujp ranee feels a pang as great 

As iiohen a giant dies. 
And this is not thrown out in the latitude of 
poetical imagiqation, but fupported by the 
difooveriesof them oft improved philofophy : 
for there is every reafon to believe that the 
fenfatioos of many infoflts are as exquifite as 
thofe of creatures of far more enlarged di- 
menfions ; perhaps even more fo. The 
Millepedes, for inftance, rolls itfelf round, 
upon the fligbtfcfl: touch ; and thefnail ga- 
thers in her horns upon the lead approach 
of your hand, Are not tbefe the ftrongeft 
indications of their fenfibility ? and is it any 
evidence of vurs> that we are not therefore 
induced to treat them with a more fympa- 
thizing tendernefs ? 

I was extremely pleafed with a fentiment I 

met with the other day in honeft Montaigne. 

Th$t good-natured author remarks, that 

'there is a certain general claim of kindnefs 

F 4 and 
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and benevolence which every fpecies of 
creatures has a right to from us. It is to 
be regretted that this generous maxim is 
not more attend to, in the affair of edu-r 
cation, and preffed home upon tender minds 
in its full extent and latitude. I am far, 
indeed, from thinking that the early delight 
which children difcover in tormenting flies ? 
&e. is a mark of any innate cruelty of tem-^ 
per ; becaufe this turn may be accounted 
for upon other principles, and it is entertain-, 
ing unworthy notions of the Deity to fup- 
pofe he forms mankind with a propenfity to 
the moft deteftable of all difpofitions. But 
moft certainly, by being unreftrained in 
fports of this kind, they may acquire by 
habit, what they never would have learned 
from nature, and grow up into a confirm- 
ed inattention to every kind of fuffering 
but their own. Accordingly the fupreme 
court of judicature at Athens thought an 
inftance of this fort not below its cogni^ 
zance, and puni/hed a boy for putting oyt 
the eyes of a poor bird, that had unhappily 
fallen into his hands. 

It might be of fervice therefore, it 
ftiould feem, in order to awaken as early 

as 
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as poflible in children an extenfivc fenfc 
of humanity, to give them a view of feveral 
forts of infe£ts, as they may be magnified 
by the affiftance of glaffes, and to fhew 
them that the fame evident marks of wif- 
dom and goodnefs prevail in the formation 
of the minuteft infefl:, as in that of the moft 
enormous Leviathan : that they are equally 
furnifhed with whatever is neceflay, not on- 
ly to the prefervation, but the happinefs of 
their beings, in that clafs of exiftencc to 
which providence has affigned them : in a 7 
Word, that the whole coriftruftion of their 
fefpedtive organs diftin&ly proclaims them 
the obje&s of the divine benevolence, and 
therefore that they juftly ought to be fo of 
jours. I am, &c. 

W » - ' ■ ■ ■ ■ I ' II I M il t ■ i n ■ j, 

LETTER XVII. 

7*o the fame, 

Feb, 1, 1738. 

YOU fee how much I truft to your 
good-nature and your judgment, whilft 
I am the only perfon, - perhaps, among 
yonv friends, who have, ventured to omit a 
r congra- 
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congratulation in form. I am not, how- 
ever* intentionally guilty ; for I really de- 
signed you a vifit before now : but hear- 
ing that your acquaintance flowed in upon 
you from all quarters, I thought it would 
be more agrceahle to you as well as to my- 
fel£ if I waited till the inundation was 
abated. But if I have not joined in the ge- 
neral voice of congratulation ; I have not, 
however, omitted the fincereft, tho* filent, 
withes, which frieatffhip can fuggeft upon 
the occafioo. Had I not Jong fince for- 
fcken the regions of poetry, 1 would tell 
you in the language of that country, how 
often 1 have faid, may 

a 11 hrav'n, 
And happy conjiellations on that hour 
Shed their fik&eft influence I Mil t. 

But plain profe will \io as well for plain 
truth : and there is no occasion for any art 
to perfuade you, that yokhave, upon every 
occorrcnccof your life, my beftgood wUhes. 
I hope fhortly to have an opportunity of 
making myfelf better known to Afpafia. 
When I am fo, I fhall rejoice with her, 
on the choice Hie has made of a man, from 

whom 
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whom I will undertake to promife her aH 
the happihef9, which the ftate /he has en- 
tered into can afford. This much I do riot 
fcruple to fay of her hufb&nd to you : the 
reft I had rather fay to her. If upon any 
occafion you fhould mention me, let it be 
in the chara&er which I moft value myfelf 
upohj that of your much obliged and very 
affe&ionate friend. 



LETTER XVIII. 

fa HORTENSIUS. 

Jwly 5* *739- 

I CAN by no means fubfctibe to the fenti- 
ments of your laft letter, nfcr agree with 
you in thinking, that the love of Fatae 
is a paflion, which either reafon or religion 
condemn. I confefs, indeed, there are fome 
who have reprefented it as inconfifrent 
with both ; and I remember, in parti- 
cular, the excellent author of The religidn ' 
of nature delineated, has treated jt as highly 
irrational and abfurd. As the paflage falls 
in fo thoroughly with your own turn of 

thought. 
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thought, you will have no objection, I ima- 
gine, to my quoting it at large $ and I give 
k you, at the fame time, as a very great au- 
thority on your fide. <c In reality (fays 
<c that writer) the map is not known ever 
" the more to pofterity, becaufe his name 
** is tranfmitted to them ; He doth not 
cc live hecapfe his name does. When it 
€i is faid, Julius Caefar fubdued Gaul, con- 
<c quered Pompey, &c. it is the fame thing 
€ * as to fay, the conqueror of Pompey was 
u Julius Caefar, i. e. Caefar and the con- 
cc queror of Pompey is the fame thing ; 
" Caefar is as much Jcnown by one de- 
€i Agnation as by the other. The amount 
<l then is'only this: that the conqueror of 
" Pompey conquered Pompey ; or rather, 
4C fince Pompey is as little known now as 
*' Caefar, fomebody conquer tdfomebody. Such 
u a poor bufinefs is this beaded immorta- 
M lity ! and fuch is the thing called Glory 
" among us ! To difcerning men this fame 
?* is mere air, and what they defpife, if not 

But furely, 'twere to confider .too cufi- 
wJh ( as Horatio &ys to Hamlet) to confider 
thus. «For tho' fame with pofterity (hould 

t < : . be, 
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be, in the ftridt analyfis of it, no other 
than what it is here defcribed, a mere un- 
interefting propofition, amounting to nothing 
ttiofe than thsX Jomebody adted meritorioufly; 
yet it would not nccefiarily follow, that 
true philofophy would banifh the defire ©f 
it from the human bread* For this paffion 
toay be (as moft certainly it is) wifely im- 
planted in our fpecies, notwithftanding the 
correfponding object fhould in reality be 
very different from what it appears in ima- 
gination. Do not many of our moft re- 
fined and even contemplative pleafures owe 
their exiftence to our miftakes ? It is but 
extending (I will not fay, improving) fome 
of our fenfes to a higher degree of acute- 
nefs than we now poflefs them, to make 
the faireft views of nature, or the nobleft 
productions of art, appear horrid and de- 
formed. To fee things as they truly and in 
themfelves are, would not always, perhaps, 
be of advantage to us in the intellectual 
world, any more than in the natural. But, 
after all, who fhall certainly allure us, that 
the pleafure of virtuous fame dies with its 
pofTcffor, and reaches not to a farther fcene 
•f exiftence ? There is nothing, it (hould 

feem, 
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fetm, either abfurd or unphilo&phical in 
fepppfing it poffiWe at le»ft, |hat the praifes 
of the good and the judicious, that fipeet^eft 
mufic to an boneft ear in this world, may £e 
echoed back to the manfiocs of die pext : 
that the poet's defcriptioo of Fame may fc 
literally true, aqd tho' (he walks upon 
earth, {he may yet lift her head into heavea, » 
But can it be reafonable to extingpd) a 
pafiion which nature has univerfelly lighted 
up in the human breaft, and which we coo- 
flantly find to burn with moft Areogth and 
brightnefs in the nobleft and heft formed 
bofoms ? Accordingly, Revelation is fo far 
from endeavoring (as you iupppfe) to era- 
dicate the feed which nature has thus .deep- 
ly planted, that (he rather feems, on the 
contrary, to cherifla and forward its growth. 
To he txalted <witk honor, and to he had in 
eoerhfting remembrance, are in the number 
of thofe encouragements which the JewHh 
difpenfation offered to the virtuous > as the 
perfon from whom the facred author of the 
Chriftian fyftem received his birth, is her- 
felf reprefented as rejoicing that all genera-' 
tionsjhQuld call her Ueffed. 

To 
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To be convinced of (he great advantage 
of cherishing this high regard to pofterky, 
this noble defire of an after-life in the breath 
k pf others, one need only look back upon 
the hiftory of the antient Greeks and Ro- 
mans. What other principle was it, Hor- 
tenfius, which produced that exalted drain 
of virtue in thofe days, that may well ferve 
as a model to theft? Was it not the cm- 
fentiens laus bonorum^ the incorr&pta vox be- 
ne judicmtium (as Tully calls it) the coo- 
current approbation of the good, the uocor- 
rupted applaufe of the wife, that animated 
their moil generous purfuits ? 

To confefs the truth, I have been ever 
inclined to think it a very dangerous al> 
tempt, to endeavor to leffen the motives 
of right oondufl*, or to raife any fufpicion 
coacerwing their folidity. The tempers and 
difpofitioos of mankind are fo extremely 
different, that it fcems necefikry they fbould 
be caMed into a6tton by a variety of incite- 
ments. Thus, while feme arc willing to wed 
Virtue for her perfonal charms, others are 
engaged to take her for the fake of her ex- 
pected dewry : and lince her followers and 
admirers have fo little to hope from her in 

prefent, 
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. prefent, it were pity, methinks, to reafori 
them out of any imagined advantage in re* 
verfion. Farewel. 



LETTER XIX. 

To C L JE O R A. 

I THINK, Cleora, you are the trueft fe- 
male hermit I ever knew ; at leaft I 
tio not remember to have met with any 
among your fex of the fame order with 
yourfelf : for as to the Religious on the 
other fide of the water, I can by no means 
efteem them worthy of being ranked in your 
number. They are a fort of People, who 
cither have fcax nothing of the world, or 
too much : and where is the merit of giving 
up what one is not acquainted with, or 
what one is weary of? But you are a far 
more illuftrious rerfufe, who have entered 
into the world with innocency, and retired 
from it with good humor. That fort of 
life, which makes fo amiable a figure in 
the defcription of poets and philofophers, 
and which kings and heroes have profeflcd 
to afpire after, Cleora adtually enjoys : (he 

lives 
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llVcs her own ; free -from the follies and im-a 
pertinences, the hurry and difappointnienttf 
bffalfe purfuits of every kind. .How much 
do I prefer 1 one hdur of fudh folitude, to all 
the glittering, glaring, gaudy days of thtf 
Ambitious ? I fhallnot envy them their gold 
and their filver, their precious jewels,- aridv 
their changes of raiment, while you permit 
me to join you and Alexander in your her* 
mitage; I hope to do fo on Sunday even* 
ing, and attend you to the fiege of Tyre*' 
or the deferts of Africa, or wherever elfe 
your hero (hall lead you. But (hould I find 
you in more elevated company, and en* 
gaged ' with the rapturous * * * * ; even 
then, I hope, you will not refufe to admit! 
me of your party. If I have not yet a pro-* 
per gout for the myftic writers, perhaps I 
am not quite incapable of acquiring one % 
and as I have every thing of the hermit 
in my compofition, except the enthtifiafm* 
it is not impoffible but I may catch that alfo, 
by the afliftance of you and * * * *< I de- 
fire you would receive me as a probationer 
at leaft, and as one who is willing, if he 
is worthy, to be initiated into your fecret 
dodtrines* I think I only want this tafte 
G and 
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and a relifh of the marvellous, to be whol- 
ly in your fentiments. Poflibly I may be 
ft happfy M to attain both in good timer 
| fancy at leaft there is. a clofy connedfcioa 
between them, and I &all not defpair of 
obtaining the one, if I can by any means 
arrive at the other. Bat which mull I ea- 
dcavor at firft ? Shall I prepare for the my- 
ftic by commencing with the romance, or 
tykukl yoiir advifo me to begin with Mai- 
branch before I undertake Clelia ? Suffer 
jeqc, towev^r, $re I enter the regions of 
Ij&ion, to heat teftimony to ope conftaat 
truth, by affurigg you that I am, 6?c» 



h E t t E R XX. 

To BvPWo.Niu s. 

0&ober*o, 1742- 

Ii HAVE often mentioned to y<?u the plea- 
t fure I received from Mr- Pope's trans- 
lation of the Iliad i but. my admiration of 
that inimitable performance has increased 
upon me, finceyou tempted roc to com- 
pare the copy with the original . To fay of 
this nobli work, that it is the beft which 

ever 
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tver appeared of the kind* would be fpeafe* 
ing: in intich lower terms than it deferred $ 
tbii? world perhaps fcarce ever btfore faw a 
truly pwtical tranilation i for* gsDeokatt 
©bferves* 

^tbatfew^luttbofewbo cannot writ^tttinjlatii 

Mr* Pope feeiiris, in mo# plkcts, tb fravtf 
been infpired with thtf fame fiiblioie fpirit 
that animates His original j as he often takej 
ft* from a fiiigle hint in* his author, ari<£ 
blazes out even Vfrith a ftfonger and brighter 
flame of powrjft Thus the chafer of 
ThcrfiteSi as it AaAds in tfife Englifh Iliad^ 
fr heightened, I : think, \Vitfe nioremafterf/ 
ftrokes of fattfe than appeat in the Greek * 
as many of thofe fimilies in Homer, \frhicft 
would appear, perhaps, to a modern eytf 
too naked and unornamented, are painted 
by Pope in all. the beautiful drapery of the 
iftoft graceful metaphor. With what pro* 
priety of figure, for inftance, has he railed 
the following comparifon ; 

Eur' opo; uto^pi Notoi K<tltyjfr& 6)*#£Atoy 

Toorw ri$ *fimydoos*t o&w r* tin* teat qwt* 
G a x>5 
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~Ep%op,Mwy> .11. iii; 10. 

iTbusfrom his flaggy wings when Eurus Jhedi 
A night of vapors round the mountain-heads, , 
Swift-gliding mifts the dusky fields invade ; 
5T<? thieves more grateful than the midnight 

Jhade: 
While fcarce the, fwains their feeding flocks 

farvey* 
Lofl and confusd amidjl the thicken' d day i 
So wrapt ingathering dujt.the Grecian train, 
A moving cloudy fwept on and hid the plain* 

When Mars, being wounded by Dio- 
med, fliesback to heaven, Homer compares 
him in his paffage to a dark cloud raifed by 
fummer heats, and driven by the wind,. 

Qw &: ix p0iw tf*€&ve (patvttat ««/>, 

; - ; - " II. v. 8G4, 

I'he inimitable tranflatof improves thjta 
image, by throwing infpme circumftances, 
which, tho' not in the original, areexadiy 
in the fpirit of Homer : -' 
As vapors j bhwnby Aufter'j Jiiltry breath, 
Pregnantwithplag}ies r andjhedd of 

V . ; deatb> -.-.,.- .- ' .0 ,\ ... . 

[ * ' ^ Beneath 
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Beneath the rage of burning Sirius rife, 
Cboak the phrcVd earth, and blacken all the 

skies 1 
In fuch a cloud the god, from combat driv'n, 
High o'er the dufty whirlwind fcaks theheav'n. 
There is a defcription in the -eighth 
book, which Euftathius, it feems, efteemed 
the moft beautiful night-piece that could 
be found, in poetry. If I am, not greatly 
miftaken, however, I can produce a finer : 
and I ^rp perfuaded even the warmeft ad- 
mirer of Homer will allow, the following 
lines are inferior to the correfpdnding ones 
ir» the tranflation ; 

Off 0** & H^ctvto ~dL$^&$s&mv ajjupt aeheww 
$£&€*' apntfeTTta,, pr* t 9 eit>aro vwipoe afinp, 
E* t" kfafty waactT'aki'titeLi Xfri'izrpwcviz axpot, 
Kat VattcLC Spe&ctotv 5" ftf VwtppkyYl «,(T'«rZt&s 
ai9«p, < 

IJ&yr* H r e^ercti <*rf*> >eyiO« h re <p(w* 

^'frQijjLviP. ' " * ' ' '/. ■ II. viii. 551. 

As when the moon, refulgent lamp (if night, 
O'er heart ris clear azure fpreads her /acred 

: tight; .- • : • .- 

When not a breath Jifturbsthe deepferene, 
And not a cloud Yercqflslbe folemn fcene, 

G 3 Around 
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jitroapd h& tkrms tbt vwid phnet$ wtf* 
<&4 fim utmmh<r J dgi$tUgbiriHgf&$ 

O'er the dark trees ayelj<yiper verdure Jhed, 
j$n4 tip witbjjfoer every mountain's had j 
, tymfltiMtbevakhtbcrQchmpnfaBrifa 
dflwdtfifoy kurftsfrtm all tbejkia j 
tbttwfcioMfmms, rqddngin ftejigbt % 
Jtyf tbebhtt wait, andblift tbt u/eful tight, 

. I fear the enthufiaftic admirers of Ho* 
iner wbuW look i?pon< tne with much in- 
4lgnatipn ? were they to hear mc {peak of 
any thing in modern language as equal to 
the (length and majefty of that great father 
of poetry. But thje following paffage hav- 
ing bejnquptpd, fey % celebrated author of 
antiquity, a$ ajj lAftaqpp pf the true 3ublipae> 
I will le^ye it to y.QU tp determine whether 
the trapflatioQ hg§ nQt ^t leaft as juft acjairn 
to that pb^afier as the original. 

Kf&puv tot #iyt?Wi 'flWMlp *v*o&* *«£a^pi* ? 
T<v^ fo ^6 fn^Od* Stage? & yp$ar ijcALff <*oifjJw. 
C2$ raw ^QfyofjSjfjm yinrai i+%* %% $o£ 05 t*. 

-A torrents roU^ infreafdhynunfrQUS rills, 
Wit It rage impetuous deny?? fbtir echoing bills y 

ft/» 
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Rujh to the vales, and> pour* d along the pkin % 
Roar thro* a thoufand chaneh to tbt main; 
*The dijiant Jhepherd trembling bears'tpefoUnik 
So mix both bofts, andfo their cries rebound. 

There is no antient author more likely 
to betray an injudicious interpreter into 
meannefles, than Homer; as it requires the 
utmoft flrill and addref6 to preferve that ve- 
nerable air of fimplicity, which is ohe of 
tfce charaderiftical marks of that pOet, with- 
out finking the exprefiion or the fentitnent 
into contempt. Antiquity will furnifh a 
very ftrong inftance of the truth of this ob- 
fervatton, in a fingie line which is preserved 
to us from a tranflation of the Iliad by one 
Labeo, a favorite poet, it fcems, of Nero : 
it is quoted by an old fcholiaft upon Perfius, 
and happens to be a verfion of the follow- 
ing paffage in the fourth book. 

Which Nero's admirable poet rendered lite- 
rally thus : 

Crudum manduces Priamum pri antique pi* 
finnos. 

I need not indeed have gonfc fo far back for 
toy inftance; a Labeo of our own natic>n 

would 
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yrould have fupplicd me with one mueh 
nearer at hand. Ogilby or Hobbs (J for- 
get which) has tranfUted this very verfe in 
the fame ridiculous mapner; 

jlnd eat up priam and bis children all. 

But among many other paflages of this 
fort I obferved one in the fame book, which 
raifed my curiofity to examine in what man- 
ner Mr. Pope had conducted it. Juno, in 
a general council of the gods, thus accoftg 
Jupiter: 

17*)$ *0eA«* cthicv Swvcti wovov n£ ? are\^rou 

fioLOv cLyetg$0if % T\q/.%\j^ kclxgl> toio 7t vaiair, 

which is as much as if fl)e had feid in plain 
Englifh, <c Why furely, Jupiter, you won't 
" be fo cruel as to render ineffectual all my 
cc expence of labor and fweat. Have I not 
*' tired both my horfes, in order to raife. 
" forces to ruin Priam and his family ?* f 
It requires the moft delicate touches ima- 
ginable, to raife fuch a fentiment as this into 
any tolerable degree of dignity. But a 
Skilful aftjft knoyvs how to pmfcllifti the 

inoft 
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moft ordinary fubjedl 3 and what would be 
low and fpiritlefs from a lefs mafterly pen- 
cil, becomes pleafing and graceful when 
worked up by Mr. Pope's: 

Shall then] O tyrant of tb' ethereal plain* 
. Myfchemes, my labors , and my hopes be vdin ? 
JHdve I for this Jhook Ilion with alarms, . 
^Jfembled nations, Jet two worlds in arms? ; 
Tofpread the war 1 flew from Jhore toJhore $ 
ffi immortal courfers fcarce the labor bore. 

B* T to /hew you that I am not fo enr 
tjiufiaftic an admirer of this glorious perfor- 
mance, as to be' blind to its imperfections; 
I will venture to point out a paflage or two 
(amongft others whiqh might be mentioned) 
wherein Mr. Pope's ufual judgment feems 
to have failed him. 

When Iris is fent to inform Helen, tfiat 
Paris and Menelaus were going to decide 
the fate of both nations by Angle combat, 
and were adlually upon the point of engag- 
ing; Homer defcribes her as haftily throw- 
ing a veil over her face, and fleeing to the 
Scaean gate, from whence fhe might have 
a fu)l view of the field of battle : 
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A4^ ^' ^TrGtS' wravor^ 081 itatwu -ak/Xfci tow. 

II. iii. 142. 

NoTftiit^ CftuM poffibty be more inte* 
reftteg to Htekri, than the circumftanccs in 
wlitefa (be re htit represented : h was n6- 
ceffary therefore to exhibit her, as Homer 
wft fee has, with mtfth eagerttfs and impe- 
tuofity in her motion. But what can be 
Iftdrfc calm and rtpofed than the attitude 
^Wherein the Helen of Mr. Pope appears ? 

OVr her fair face afoowy veiijhe threw, 
jdnd foftiy fibbing from the bom withdrew ; 
Her handmaids -*-*-* ■ ■ ; wait 
Her filent footfteps to the Scseangate. 

Yhose ex-preffions of fpeed and impe- 
tuosity, which occur fo often in the original 
lines, viz. a/urt)tat — »f jttarai — ai-\a uttuw* 
Would have been fufficient, one (hould have 
imagined, to have guarded a tranftator from 
falling into an impropriety of this kind. 

This brings to my mind another in- 
stance of the fame nature, inhere our Eng- 

, life 
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Mi poet, by not attending to the particular 
exprefiion of his author, hat given uaa pk>- 
tnm of a very different kind than what 
Homer intended. In the firft Jliari the 
reader is introduced into a council of the 
Grecian chiefs, where very warm debated 
ariie between Agamemnon and Achillea. 
As nothing was likely to prove more fetal 
to the Grecians than a diiTcnfion between 
tbafq t\yQ princes * the venerable oldNeftor 
is reprefented as greatly alarmed attbecon~ 
Sequences of this quarrel, and riling up to 
moderate between them with a vivacity 
beyond his. years $ this circumftance Ho* 
mpr has happily intimated by a fipgle word: 

rouxi 5* Nsf*j> 
AN0P0T2E. 

Upon which one of the commentators very 
juftly obfejyes ~— ut in re magna et pericu- 
Jofa, non placid} affurgentemfacit y fed pro- 
rumpentem fenem quoque. This circum- 
ftancc Horace items to have had particular- 
ly in hi* view in the epiftle to Lollius r 

Nejlor componere lite* 
Jnter Ptkiden fcftinat et inter Atriden* 

Ep. 1 . 2. 

. •' But 
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But :Mx; Pope has utterly overlooked this 
beauty, and fubftituted an idea, very diffc- 
reM from that which the verboroptt* fug* 
gefts; he renders it,: .. . 



r.v 



S\owfrom.bhfe4t flrofe the Pyltpnjage. 

Now a more unfortunate Word could fcarce- 
ly h^ve been joined with arofe, as it deftroys 
the whole fpirit of die piece, and is juft the 
reverie of what both the occafion and the 
original required. • 

' I doubt, Euphronius, you ate growing 
weary: will you have patience, however, 
whilft I mention one obfervatfon more ? 

When Menelaus and Paris enter the 
lifts, Pope fays, 

Amidjl the dreadful vale the chief s advance, 
AU pak with r age ^andjhake the thtrwfning 
.,'. lance. ..'-,- 

In the original it is, 

A&vto ^pxofj^joi. IK iii. 341. 

But does not the expreffioo ■ ■ ■ . all pak 
npith rage call up a contrary idea to 
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jbwm btfxo/Mim ? The . former feems to 
fuggcft to one's imagination the ridiculous 
paflionof a couple of female fcolds* where-*' 
a$ the latter: conveys the terrifying image 
of two indignant heroes, animated with 
calm and deliberate. valor.. Farewel. 



L E TT E R XXL 

To Cleora* 

AFTfi R having read your laft letter, I 
can no longer doubt of th6 truth of 
thofe falutaty effe&s, which are faid to 
have been produced by the application of : 
certain written words. I have myfelf ex- 
perienced the pdffibility of the thing i and a 
few ftrokes of your pen have abated a pain, 
which of all others is the moft uneafy, and 
the moft difficult to be relieved ; even the 
pain, toy- Cleora, of the mind; To fym- 
pathize with my fufferihgs, as Cleora kindly 
aflures me fhe does, is to afluage them • and\ 
half the uneafinefs of her abfcnce is remov- 
ed, when (he -tells me that (he regrets 
mine* 

Since 
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t I tiwoafibr^ly fiodthatjroircail 
cades, I will believe likcwife tint 
er tltegift of propfcecy } and I csQ 
r dcfpmr that the time will edfne? 
j flsall again) meet* fincc yew hate 
f pronounced tfatt it w31l I h*m 
, therefore (as you will fee by my 
-y already" ta name ther day; Iff 
i time, I amufe myfelf with do* 
IT things that looks like a pttpara- 
my journey j e gia afro U brae* 
(Iringeroi afetluofamente al mio 

truth is r you. are every inftanf ik 

ghts K and each occurrence thafi 

jgefh you. to my remembrance* 

i clear, iky, Iwtthit may extend* 

and if I obferver a cloudy one* It 

y left my Cleora fhould be expo&d) 

never read an interesting, &&$# 

nent remark, that Idonoriong toi 

tcate ittayou, and learn, to doubter 

by hearing, your judicious obfec* 

I cannot take a turn in my garckfr 

walk calls. yon into my mind* Ahf 

I' never view thofe fames <*£, our 

>nverfations, without a figh. Jpdgflh 

then 
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then how often. I figh, when every obje£b 
that fhrpounds me brings you freflb to> »y 
imagination. You remember die attitude 
in which the faithful Penelope is dsawQ in. 
Pope's Odifley, when, fhc goes, to, ffc$ch 
the bow of Ufyffes for the fiiitors :> 

j&rofs her knees Jpe laid the well known fow^ 
Jfind penjivefat+ and. tears began to flvw* 

I find myfelf in mmaberfefe fbch tender re- 
veries : ami if I were ever fa much dftf* 
pofed to banifti you from my thoughts, it 
would be impoflibte \ fhoukt da fo, in er 
place where every thing that prefents itfelf 
to me, reminds- ma that you were once 
here. I muft not expedt (I ought not, in- 
deed, for thefakeof you* repofe to wifh) 
to be thus frequently and thus fondly the 
fubje& of your meditations:* but? mayjF 
not hope that you employ a few moQietits 
at leaft of every day, in thinking of him; 
whofe whole attention is fixed upon you ^ 

I have fent you the- hiftory of ihfr 

Conqueft of Mexico, ita. Etiglifti* wbtch> 

. as it is tranflated by fo good a hand, will be- 

equally pleafihg and* kfs- troublefome, fhan< 

reading it in* the original* I long to be of 

thia 
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this ptrty in your expedition to the netf 
world, as I lately was in your conquefts of 
Italy* How happily could I fit by Cleora's 
fide, and purfue the Spaniards in their tri- 
umphs, as I formerly did the Romans ; or 
make a tranfition from a nation of heroes 
to a, republic of ants! Glorious days in- 
deed ! when we pafled whole mornings 
eithef with dictators or butterflies $ and 
fometimes f6nt out a colony of Rontons, 
and fomfetimes of emmits ! .Adi^ij. : r 



LETT E R XXIL 
•To Pale mon, 

TH O* I am not convinced by your ar- 
guments, I am charmed by your elo~ 
quence, and admire the preacher at the 
fame time thftt I condemn the dodrine. 
But: there is no fort of perfdns whpfe opi- 
nionfeone is more inclined to wife right, > 
than thofe who are ingenipufly in th^ * 
wrong; who have the art to add grace to 
error, * and can dignify miftakes* 

FORGIYK 
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FdRdiVE .me then, Palemon, if I and 
hiore than commonly folicitous that yoii 
fhould review the fentiments you advanced/ 
(I will not fay, (bpported) with fo much ele-* 
ganee in your laft letter, and that I preft 
you to re-confider your notions again and 
again. Can I fail* indeed, to wifh that 
you may find reafon to renounce an opinion* 
which may pofiibly one day or other de* 
prive me erf" a friend; and my country of a 
patriot ? while Providence, perhaps, would 
yet have fpared him to both. Can I fail ta 
regret, that I fhould hold one of the moffc 
Valuable enjoyments of my life upon a te-* 
nure more than ordinarily precarious ? and 
that, befides thofe numberleft accidents by 
which chance may friatch . you from the 
world, a gloomy iky or a crofs event may 
determine Palemon to put an end to a life* 
which all who have been a witnefs to, 
muft for evtr applaud/ 

But " Does the fupretae Being (you 
u afk) difpenfe his bounty upon conditions 
cc different from all other benefactors, and 
" will he force a gift upon me which is no 
" longer acceptable ?" * 

*SecLctt.Pcrfanes^vohii.lct.64.wherc the arguments 
in favor of filicide, oppofed in this letter, are advanced* 

H Lb* 
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Let me demand in return, Whether 4 
creature, fo confined in its perceptions w 
man, oiay not miftake his true interell, 
and rejedy from a partial regard', what! 
would be Well worth accepting upon a more 
comprehenfive view ? May not even a mor- 
tal benefedtor better underftand the value 
of that prefent he offers, than the perfon 
to whom it is tendered ? And flialt the fu- 
preme Author of all beneficence be efteerav 
ed left wife in diftingufthmg the Worth of 
thofe grants he confers ? I agree with you, 
indeed, that we were called into exigence in 
order to receive happiaefs : but I can by no 
means infer from thence, that we ate at 
liberty to refign our being whenever it be- 
comes a bumien. On th« contrary, thofe 
premiflcs feeiiit* kadto a^conclufion dirdU 
Jy oppofite $ and if the gracious author of 
my life created me with an intent to make 
me happy, docs it- not neceffarily follow* 
that I fhall moil certainly obtain that pri- 
vilege, if I do not juftly forfeit it by my 
own mifcondu^t? Number lefs ends may be 
anfwered in the fehemes of Providence, by 
turning afide or interrupting that ft ream of 
bounty, which our limited reafon can in 

, no 
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ha fort difcoveiV How prefumptiiotis tticii 
itiuft it be, to throw back a grant upon thd 
hands of the great Governor of the uni- 
*ef fe, merely becaufe we db hot immediate- 
ly feel, or underftand, its full advantages ! 

TWt it is the ' intention of the Deity 
We fhould remain in this ftate of beings 
till his fumfhons calls as away, feems as 
Evident is that wt at firft entered into it 
by his cbmtftandi for we can no mor6 
Continue^ than we could begin t6 exiflri 
without the concurrence of the fame ftr-* 
£reme interpofition- While* therefore, thfi 
inimal powers do not ceafe to perforrii 
thofe fun&ions to Which they were dire<3ed 
by their "great author, rt mayjuftly, I thinks 
be concluded that it is his defign they fhould 
fcot. 

Stitt, hbwevef, yotr urge, " That by 
u putting a period to yotir own ctfHfcence 
u here, you only alter the modification of 
" mfatter ; and how (you afk) Is the or* 
u der of Providence difturbed by changing 
* c the combination of a parcel of atom* 
u from one figure to another ?" 

- But furely, Palcmon, there is a fallacy 

hi this rcafoning : fuicide is fomething mot6 

Ha than 
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than changing the component parts of thtf 
animal machine. It is ftriking out a (pi- 
ritual fubftancc from that rank of beings* 
wherein the wife Author of nature has 
placed it, and forcibly breaking in upon 
fome other order of exiftence. And as it 
is impoflible for the limited powers of rea-* 
ibn to penetrate the defigns of Providence, 
it can never be proved that this is not dis- 
turbing the fchemes of nature. We pof* 
fibly may be, and indeed moft probably are, 
connected with fome higher rank of crea- 
tures : now philofophy will never be able 
to determine, that thofe connections may 
not be difconcerted by prematurely quitting 
our prcfent manfion. 

One of the ftrongeft paffions implanted 
in human nature, is the fear of death. It 
feems, indeed, to be placed by Providence, 
as a fort of guard to retain mankind with- 
in their appointed ftation. Why elfe fhould 
it fo univerfally and almoft invariably ope- 
rate ? It is obfervable that no fiich affec- ' 
tion appears in any fpecies of beings below 
us. They have no temptation* or no abi- 
lity, to defert the poft afligned to them, 
and therefore, k fhould feem, they have 

no 
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no checks of this kind to keep them with- 
in their prefcribed limits. This general 
horror then in mankind at the apprehenfion 
of their diffolution, carries with it, I think, 
a very ftrong prefumptive argument in fa- 
vor of the opinion I am endeavoring to 
maintain. For if it were not given to t» 
for the purpofe I have fuppofed, what other 
can it ferve ? Cap it be imagined that the 
benevolent Author of nature wopld have fo 
deeply woven it into oqr conftitution, only 
to interrupt our prefent enjoyments ? 

I cannot, I confefs, difcover how the 
practice of fuicide can bejuftified upon any 
principle, except upon that of downright 
atheifm. If we fuppofe a good Providence 
to govern the world, the confequence is 
undeniable, that we muft entirely r$ly up- 
on it. If we imagine an evil one to prevail, 
what chance is there of finding that happL- 
nefs in another fcene, which we have in 
vain fought for in this ? The farne malevo- 
lent omnipotence can as eafily purfue us in 
the next remove, as perfecute us in this our. 
fir ft ftation. 

Upon the whole, Palemon, prudence 

ftrpngly forbids fo hazardous an experiment 

H 3 as 
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as that of being our own exeputioners. Wf 
know the worft that Can happen in fupportr 
ing life under all its mo# wretched circumr 
ftances ; and if we (hould be miftaken fti 
thinking our duty to endure a lo?d, which 
Jn truth jye may fecurely lay down ; jt if 
an error extremely limited in it/s confer 
quences, They cannot extend beyoad thij 
prefent eyiftence, and polfibly may en4 
fnuch earlier ; whereas no mortal pan, with 
the leaft degree of arrange, pronounce 
what may not be the efFeds of a£tii>g agree? 
ably to the contrary opinio; • I am, &c. 



LETTER XXIII. 

To CtYTANDJR. 



Sept. 23, 1733. 

I A M by no means in the fentiments of 
that Grecian of your acquaintance, who 
as often as he was preffed to marry, re- 
plied either that it was too foon or too late ; 
^nd I think ipy fayorite author, the fepfible 
Montaigne, a little too feyere when he ob- 
serves upon this fiory, qu-ilfaut refufer Pop? 
f>0£tuniti cl ioute qftton importune : for, 

« 



Digiti 



Z£ d by Google 



LETTER XXttl. 10 j 

&]?&r gf *& genial bed by far, 
And ivithmyfarious reverence I deem. 

Milton. 
However, I am not adventurous enough to 
join with thofe friends you mention, who 
.are foiicidng you, it feems, to look out for 
<an engagement of this kind. It is an union 
j which requires fo much delicacy in the ce- 
menting ; it is a commerce where fo many 
&ke circumftances muft concur to render 
it -feccefsful, that I would not venture ta pro- 
XH>u/K}e $f any two perfons, that they are 
-qualified for each other. - 

I do not know a woman in the world 
who feems more formed to render a man of 
fenfe and generofity happy in this ftate, than 
Amaiaa : yet I fhould fcarcely have courage 
to recomnd^nd even Amafia to my friends 
You have feen her, I dare fay, a thoufand 
times; but I am perfuaded (he never attract- 
ed your particular obfervation ; for {he is in 
the number of thofe who are ever overlook- 
ed in a crowd. A$ often as I converfe with 
her, ihe puts me in mind of the golden age ; 
there is an innocency and Simplicity in all 
her words and a&ions, that equals any thing 
the poets havp «defcribed of thofe pure and 
H4 artlefs 
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prtlefe times. Indeed the greateft pari of 
her life has bpen fpent much in the fame 
way as the early inhabitants of the world, 
}n that blamelefs period of it, ufed, we are 
told, to difpofe of theirs > under the (hade 
and fhelter of hpr own venerable oaks, and 
in thofe rur^l amufements which are Aire to 
produce a confirmed habit both of health 
^n^ cbearfjjlneft. Amafia never faid, or at- 
tempted tp fey, a fprightly thing in all her 
life ; bjjt (he has done ten thoufand gene? 
f qus ones ; and if (he is not the mod con- 
fpicuous figure at an aflcmbty, (he never 
envied or maligned thofe who are. Her 
Jieart is all tendernefe and benevolence : no 
fuccefs ever attended any of her acquaint- 
ance, which did not fill her bofom with 
the moft difinterefted complacency j as no 
pisfprtune overreached her knowledge, th*t 
ihe did pot relieve or participate by her ge- 
pej-ofity. If ever (he (hould fall into the 
Jjands pf » man (he loves (and I am per r 
fuadejd (he would efteem it the worft kind 
of proftitution to refign herfelf into any 
other) her whole life would be one conti- 
nued feries of kindnefs and compliance, - 
Jfe jiumblc opinion (he has of her owq 

. uncommon 
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uncommon merit, would make her fo 
much the more fenfible of her hufoandVj 
and thofe little fuhmiffions on his fide, 
which a woman of more pride and fpirit 
would eonfider only as a claim of right, 
would be efteemed by Amafia as fo many 
additional motives to her love and grati- 
tude. 

But if I dwell any longer upon this 
amiable pi&ure, I may be in danger, per r 
haps, of rcfembling that ancient artift who 
grew enamored of the production of his 
own pencil : for my fecurity, therefore, as 
well as to put an end to your trouble, it wijl 
be beft, I believe, to flop here, I am, &c 



LETTER JCXIV f 

T* OlONTES. 

I WAS apprehenfive my laft had given 
you but too muph occafion of recolledt> 
• "ing the remark of one of your admired an- 
tients, that <c the art of eloquence is taught 
" by man, but it is the gods alone that far 
'' fpire the wifdom of filence." That wit- 
$om, ipwever, yon are not willing I (hould 
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ypt pmdtifc * . ajwi ycfli irwft n?eds, it &qa$, 
jfavs jrpy fer^her jf^^ fub- 

j,e#of OfMory v ;*&.<it>th^ as my friend 
fe^iresj ^Jbut i U^Jnm- rep^fl^r, it is a 

Tb^^jrdous thjqg t<> &&>(<&& i$$n upon 
jt^fefag on a ,%^»e topic. 

Op* of ^.^oftp^ng.pxicrcifes of 
the imagination, is that wherein fhe is q&- 
ployecj in comparing diftindl ic^ea^ aq$l dif- 
coyeripg their yyjous refemblaftccs* IThsre 
is no&jglp perception £>f thejj^njd that is 
npt capable of 9x1 ignite nufj^er of oppfir 
'derations in jeferqice tpx?t%r p^j^is ; aptf 
jU ife in the novelty and ygriety.qf ihefc ijjir 
expe&ed connexions, that thf ljp£nef$ of a p 
writer's genius is chiefly difplayecl. A vi- 
gorous and lively-fancy does nottzmdy coh- 
fineitfelf to the i^ea whicfi lie^efpre if, but 
looks beyond the immediate object of itscon- 
templatk>n,anrt Dtoforvefchdw k (lands in con- 
formity lyitji qumberlefs others. It is the pre- 
rogative of the htiman piind thus to bring its 
images together, and compare the fevjerai 
. "djcumftances'of fimilitude thatattend them,. 
By this meajis eloquence exei-cjfes a kind of 
tnagic p<?w$r ; fhe can fajfe innumerable 
"beauties from the mod harren fubjedts, and 
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giye the, grace pf novelty to the ifcoft cdnif 
fljon. The imagination is thus kept *w*ic» 
by the moft agreeable motion, ^nd cnter r 
tained with a thoufand different views r botb 
pf art and nature, which ftiil termite gp*. 
on the principal objeft. For this re^fpn J 
jprefcr the -metaphor to the fimile, as a Ut 
more pleafing method of iliuftration. . 1$. 
the former, the adion of the mifld is Iefc 
languid, as it i$ employed at pne. and the 
fame inftant in comparing the refemblanee 
with the i$ea it attends 5 whereas in jthc 
Jatter, its operations are more flow, being 
pbliged tp jftand ftill as it were, in order tp 
contemplate firft the principal objedt, antf 
then its correfponding image. 

Of all the flowers, however, that era-* 
belli/hthe regions of eloquence, there is none 
of a more tender and delicate nature ; as 
there is nothing wherein a fine writer is 
more diftinguifhed from one of an ordinary 
clafs, than in the condud and application 
of this figure, He is at liberty, indeed, to 
range thro* the whole compafs of creation, 
£nd colled his images from every objefk 
that furrounds him. But tho' he may be 
fhgs amply furniihed with materials, great 

judgment 
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judgment is required in choofing them : 
for to render a metaphor perfect, it mud 
not only be apt, but pleafing ; it muft enter- 
tain, as well as enlighten. Mr, Dryden, 
therefore, can hardly efcape the imputation 
of a very unpardonable breach of delicacy, 
when, in the dedication of his Juvenal, he 
obfervesto the duke of Dorfet, that c< fomc 
€€ bad poems carry their owners marks 
4t about them — fbme brand or other on this 
€€ buttock or that ear, that it is notorious 
" who is the owner of the cattle." The 
poet Manilius feems to have railed an image 
of the fame injudicious kind, in that com- 
pliment which he pays to Homer in the 
following verfes : 

cujufque ex areprofufos 
Omnis pofteritas la t ices in carmine duxit. 

I could never read thefe lines without 
calling to mind thofe grotefque heads, which 
are fixed to the roof of the old building of 
King's college in Cambridge 5 which the 
ingenious architect has reprefented in the 
aft of vomiting out the rain, that falls thro* 
certain pipes moft judicioufly ftuck in their 
mouths for that purppfe. Mr, Addifon 

recommends 
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fccommends a method of trying the pro- 
priety of a metaphor, by drawing it out in 
vifible reprefentation. Agreeably to his no- 
tion, I think this curious conceit of the 
builder might be employed to the advan- 
tage of the youth in that univerfity, and 
fupply as proper an illustration of the ab- 
furdity of the poet's image, as that antient 
pidture which /Elian mentions, where Ho- 
taer was figured with a ftream running 
from his mouth, and a groupe of poets 
lapping it up at a diftance. 

But befides a certain decorum which is 
f equifite to constitute a perfect metaphor ; 
& writer of, true tafte and genius will al- 
ways fingle out the moil: obvious images, 
and place them in the mod unobferved 
points of refemblance. Accordingly, all al- 
lufions which point to the mor£ abftruft 
branches of the arts or fciences, and with 
fthich none can be fuppofed to be acquaint- 
ed but thofe who have gone far into the 
deeper ftudies, fhould be carefully avoided, 
Aot only as' pedantic, but impertinent) as 
they pervert the fingle ufe of this figure, 
and add neither grace nor force to the idea 
they would elucidate- The moft pleafing 
metaphors therefore are thofe which are de- 
rived 
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rived from the mot e frequent occurrence of 
Ait 6t ftattife, or the cirit tranfadftbns arid 
eaftottw tff mankind. Thus how expref- 
fitf, yef ^t the fame time how familiar, is 
that image which Otway has put into the 
toouth of Mtifelto*, in hits play of Cahrf 
Maria** whe*e he calls Sulpicius 

i That mad wild bull whom Marius lets loofe 
On each occafon, when he'd make Rome feet 

iim % 
To tofs our laws and liberties i 1 W air. 

BtTT I itevef met with a more agreeable* 
or tf more fignifitcant allufion; than one in 
Qjyntus Curtrus, which is borrowed from 
the moft ordinary objedl in common life. 
Ifhat authbr reprefents Craterus as diffuad- 
ing Alexander from continuing his In- 
dian expedition, againft enemies too con- 
temptible, he tells him, for the glory of his 
arms, and concludes his fpeech with the 
following beautiful thought: Cito gloria 
obfolefcit infordidis hojtibus $ nee quidquant 
indignius ejl quam confumi earn ubi noh po- 
Ujl oftendi. Now I am got into Latin quo^ 
tations, I cannot forbear mentioning a moff 
beautiful paffage, which I lately had the' 

plcafmtt 
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£feafure of reading, atrd whifch I will Veir-J 
fete t6 produce as equal to any thing of tfctf 
fame kind, eithef in antient or trio&etti fom- 
pofitiofl. I ttitt with it itt the fpeecfr 6f a 
young cfrator, to whom I have the fcappi- 
riefs to be related, and who will one day, t 
perfuade myfalf, prove as great an honour 
to his country, as he is at prefent to that 
learned fociety of which he is a member* 
He is fpeaking of the writings of a celebrated 
prelate, who received his education in that 
famous feminary to which he belongs, anef 
Hluftrates the peculiar elegance which difltin- 
guifhes all that author's performances, by the 
following, juft and pleafing affemblage of 
didfton and imagery; In quodcunque opusfe 
parabat (ef per omnia fane verfatife illiusfi 
duxit ingenium) nefcio qud luce fihi foli pro~ 
prid, id ilhiminavit ; baud dijjimili ei aureo 
Titiani radio, qui per totam tabulam glif- 
cens earn vere fuam denunciat. As there is 
nothing more entertaining to the imagina- 
tion than the productions of the line arts > 
there is no kind of fimilitudes or metaphors 
which are io general more ftriking, thaa 
thofe which allude to their properties and 
effects. It is* with great judgment, therefore, 

that 
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that the ingenious author of the dialogttf 
Concerning the Decline of eloquence among 
the Romans, recommends to his orator a ge~ 
neral acquaintance with the whole circle o( 
the polite arts. A knowledge of this fort 
furnifhes an author with illustrations of the 
moil agreeable kind, and fets a glofs upori 
his compofitions that enlivens them with 
lingular grace and fpirit. 

Were I to point Out the beauty and ef- 
ficacy of metaphorical language, by parti- 
cular inftances, I fbould rather draw my 
examples from the moderns than the anti* 
ents; the latter being fcarcely, I think, for 
exadfc and delicate in this article of compofi- 
tion as the former. The great improve- 
ments, indeed, in natural knowledge, which 
have been made in thefe later ages, have 
opened a vein of metaphor entirely unknown 
to the antients, and enriched the fancy of 
modern wits with a new ftock of the moft 
pleating ideas : a circumftance which muft 
give them a very confiderable advantage 
over the Greeks and Romans. I am fureat 
leaft, of all the writings with which I have- 
been converfant, the works of Mr. Addifon, 
"will afford the moft abundant fupply df this 

kind> 
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.kin^ in all its variety and perfection. Truth 
and beauty of imagery is, indeed, hi6 cha- 
ra&eriftical diftin&ion, and * the principal 
point of eminence which raifes his ftyle 
above that of every author in any language 
that has fallen within my notice. He is 
every where highly figurative; yet at the 
fame time he is the moil eaiy and perfpi- 
cuous writer I have ever perufed. The rea- 
fon is, his images are always taken from the 
moft natural and familiar appearances; as 
they are chofen with the utmoft delicacy 
and judgment* Suffer me only to mention 
one out of a thoufand I could name, as it 
appears to me the fineft and moft expreffive 
that ever language conveyed. It is in one 
of his inimitable papers upon Paradife Loft, 
where he is taking notice of thofe changes 
in nature, which the author of that truly 
divine poem defcribes as immediately fuc- 
eeeding the fall. Among other prodigies, 
Milton reprefehts the fun in an eclipfe; and 
at the fame time a bright cloud in the 
weftern regions of the heavens defcending 
with a band of angels. Mr. Addifon, in 
order to (hew his author's aft and judgment 
in the conduct and difpofition of this fub- 

I lime 
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Umc fcenery, obieros " the whole theatre 
" of nature is darkened, that this gloriou* 
* machine may appear in all its luftre and 
" magnificence/' I know not, Orontes, 
whether you will agree in fentiment with 
me; but I muft confefs I am at a loft which 
to admire moft upon this occafion, the poet 
or the critic. 

There is a double beauty in images of 
this kind when they are not only metaphors, 
but allufions. I was much pleafed with an 
inftance of this uncommon fpecies, in a lit- 
tle poem entitled The Spleen. The author 
of that piece (who has thrown together 
more original thoughts than I ever read in 
the fame compafs o£ tine*) fpeaking of the 
advantages of exercife in diffipating thofc 
gloomy vapors, which are fo apt to hang 
upon fome minds, employs the following 
image: 

Throw but a Jf one, the giant dies. 

You will obferve, that the metaphor 
here is conceived with great propriety/ of 
thought, if we confider it only in its pri- 
mary view : but when we fee it pointing 
ftill farther, and hinting at the ilory of 

David 
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J>avid and Ooliath, it receives a very con- 
ftderaWe improvement frotp this double ap- 
plication, 

It- inuft be owned fotae of the gifeatfeft 
authors, both antient and modern, have 
made many remarkable flip* in the manage- 
ment of this figure; and have fometimes 
exprefled them&lves with as much impror 
priety as an honeft failor of my acquaint- 
ance, a captain of a privateer, who wrote 
in account to his owners of an engagement, 
4 * in which he had the good fortune, 
" he told them, of having only one of his 
• ( hands fhot thro* the nofe" The great cau- 
tion therefore fhould be, never to join any 
idea to a figurative expreffiod, which would 
not be applicable to it in a literal (enfe. 
Thus Cicero, in his treatife De claris orato- 
ribusy fpeaking of the family of the Scipi* 
os f is guilty of an impropriety of this kind: 
O generofam Jlirpem (fays he) et tanquam in 
unam arboretn plura genera, Jic in ijlam do- 
mum multorutn infitam atque illuminatam 
fapientiam*. Mr, Addifon, likewife, has 

fallen 

* The celebrated Menage has offered a conjefiure, 

which he thinks will intirely remove the charge brought 

figainft Cicero from this paffage. He fuppofes that 

. illuminatam mays be taken in the fame fenfe as inocu- 

1.2 latam\ 
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n6 LE T T E R XXIV. 
fallen into an error of the fame fort, where 
he obfenrcs, €€ there is not a fmgle view of 
" human nature, which is nat fufficient to 
t€ extinguijb the feeds of pride." In this paf- 
fage he evidently unites images together, 
which have no connection with each other. 
When a feed has loft its power of vegeta- 
tion, I might in a metaphorical fenfe fay it 
is extinguijhed : but when in the fame fenfc 
I call that difpofition of the heart which 
produces pride, the feed of that paflion, I 
cannot, without introducing a confufion of 
ideas, apply any word to feed, but what cor- 

refponds 

latam \ Cicero having: in another part of his writings 
ufed the world lumina in the fignification of ocuU: 
Democritus luminibus amiflfe." Tufcul. v n vid. Me- 
nagiana, torn. iii. p. 46. That lumina is ibmetimes 
ufed by Cicero, and other writers of equal authority, 
in the fignification of *«*/*, is moil certain: bat 
whenever it is fo ufed, it rauft always be by metony- 
my. Now a word which operates by the force of that 
figure, can never, without occafioning the utmoft 
confufion of images, be converted into a metaphor 
derived from the proper term for which the the metony- 
my is fubftituted: becaufe the moment it drops its 
metonymical office, it reverts to its primary employ- 
ment, and confequently introduces an idea utterly 
different from that which it raifed in its figurative 
Hate* It is not probable therefore that illuminatam y 
in the fenfe for which Menage contends, could have 
been authorized by common ufe ; as it would be inr- 
poflible, perhaps, to produce a metaphorical term of 

general 
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refponds with its real properties or circum- 
fiances. 

Another miftake in the ufe of this fi- 
gure is, when different images are crouded 
too clofe upon each other, or (to exprefs my- 
felf after Quintilian) when a fentence fets • 
out with ftorms and tempefts, and ends 
with fire and flames. A judicious reader 
will obferve an impropriety of this kind in 
one of the effays of the inimitable au- 
thor laft quoted, where he tells us, " that 
€ * women were formed to temper mankind, 
u not to fet an edge upon their minds, and 



general currency, that is not founded in an obvioiu 
and finking fimilitude: for it is this fimilitude alone, 
it fliould fcem, that could render it popular. Thus 
there is . an evident reafon why that method of ingraft- 
ing, which is performed by inserting a bud into a (lock, 
fliould be called inoculation ; as the bud fo inferted 
hears fome refemblance to the eye of certain animals : 
but it bears none to the idea of light in any of its qua- 
lities or effe&s. If Cicero therefore ufed illuminaiam % 
to exprefs. the fame idea as inoculatam % it muft be by a 
fort of figure peculiar to him felf, and to which Rhe- 
toric has not yet given a name; nor I fuppofe ever will: 
far no judicious writer, I imagine, will venture to foU 
low him in fo extravagant a licence. Upon the whole, 
it feems more reafonable to fay that Cicero, in the paf- 
fage under confideration, has inadvertently jumbled to- 
gether incongruous ideas ; than to fuppofe, either that 
He could have been the author of fo unnatural a me- 
taphor, or that it had before been adopted by co.mmoa 
language. 

I 3 " blQvy 
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" blow up in them thofe paflions whkhare 
" too apt to rife of their own accord/* 
Thus a celebrated orator, {peaking of that 
little blackening fpirit in mankind, which 
is fond of difcovering fpots in the brighteft 
characters, remarks, that when perfbns of 
this caft of tamper have mentioned any vir- 
tue of their neighbor, " it is well, if to ba- 
€ * lance the matter they do not clap foms 
" fault into the oppofite fcale, that fo the 
4$ enemy may not go off <witb flying colors" 
Dr * Swift alfc, whofe ftyle is the moft pure 
and firtiple of any of our claffic writers, 
and who does not feem in general very fond 
of the figurative manner, is riot always free 
from cenfure in his management of the me* 
taphorical language. In his eflay on the 
Diflentions of Athens and Rome, fpeaking 
of the populace, he takes notice, that " tho' 
V in their corrupt notions of divine wor- 
ship, they are apt to multiply their 
' gods, yet their earthly devotion is fel- 
dom paid to above one idol at a time, 
" whoie oar they pull with lefs murmur- 
u ing, and much more {kill, than when 
" they fhare the lading* or even hold the 
4t helm" The moft injudicious writer could 
not poffibly have fallen into a more abfurd 

incon* 
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inconfiftency of metaphor, than this emi- 
nent wit has inadvertently been betrayed into 
in this paffage. For what connection it 
there between worthipiag and rawing ? and 
wha ever heard before of pulling the Mr 
of an idol? 

As there are certain metaphors which are 
common to all languages; there are others 
of 4b delicate a nature as not to bear trans- 
planting from one nation into another. 
There is no part, therefore, of the bufinefs 
of a tranflator more difficult to manage, 
than this figure, as it requires great judg- 
ment to diftinguiflv when it may, and may 
hot, be naturalized with propriety and ele- 
ganc. The want of this ncceflary difcern- 
ment has led the common race of tranfla- 
tors into great abfurdities, and is one of the 
principal reafons that performances of this 
kind are generally fo infipid. What ftrange 
work, for instance, would an injudicious 
interpreter make with the following meta- 
phor in Homer ? 

II. x. 173. 

But Mr. Pope, by artfully dropping the 

particular image, yet retaining the general 

I 4 'idea* 
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idea, has happily preferved the fpirit of hw 
author, and at the fame time humored the 
different tafte of his own countrymen : 

Each Jingle Greek, in this corichfive firife, 
Stands on the (harpeft edge of death or life. 

And now, Orontes, do you not think it 
high time to be difmifled from this fairy 
land? Permit pie, however, juft to add, 
that this figure, which cafts fo much light 
$tnd beauty upon works of genius, ought to 
be entirely banifhed from the feverer.com- 
pofitions of philofophy. It is the bufinefs 
of the latter to feparate resemblances, jiot 
to find them,, and to deliver her difcoveriest 
in the plaineft and moll unornamented ex- 
preflions. Much dispute, ajid perhaps many 
errors, might have been avoided, if meta- 
phor, had been thus confined within its pro- 
per limits, and never wandred from the re- 
gions of eloquence and poetry, - 

J am, &c. 
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LETTER XXV. 

To Philotes. 

DON'T you begin to think that I ill dc- 
ferve the prescription you fent me, 
fince I have fcarce had the manners even to 
thank you for it? It mail be confefled I 
have negle&ed to honor my pbyjician with 
the honor, due unto him; that is, I have 
emitted, not only what I ought to have per- 
formed in good breeding, but what J am 
ejcprefly enjoined by my Bible. I am not, 
however, entirely without excufe; a filly 
one, I own ; neverthelefs, it is the truth ; 
I have lately been a good deal out of fpi- 
rits. But at length the fit is over. Amongft 
the number of thofe things which are want- 
ing to fecure me from a return of it, I muft 
always reckon the company of my friend. 
I have, indeed, frequent occafion for you; 
not in the way of your profeffion, but in a 
better: in the way of friendship. There is 
a healing quality in that intercourfe, which 
a certain author has, with infinite propriety 
termed the medicine of life. It is a medi- 
cine, which unluckily lies almoft wholly 
out of my teach; fortune having feparated 

xne 
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me from thofc few friends whom I pretend 
or defire to claim. General acquaintances, 
you know, I am not much inclined to culti- 
vate ; fo that I am at prefent, as much foclu- 
ded from fociety as if I were zfojourtkr in 
aftrange land. Tho' retirement is my dear 
delight, yet, upon fome occafions, I think I 
have too much of it •> and I agree with Bal- 
zac *, que la folitude efl certainement une 
folk chafe : ma is il y a plaifir £ avoir 
quelquun qui f ache repondrei fr qui on put ft 
dire de terns en terns, que la folitude eft une 
belle chofe. But I mutt not forget, that as 
I fome times want company, you may as 
often wifh to be alone ; and that I may, 
perhaps, be at this inftant breaking in upon 
one of thofe hours which you defire to en- 
joy without interruption. I will not detain 
you therefore wbilft I add, that I am, &c. 

* A very ingenious and fprightly correfpondence 
having been publi&ed iince the appearance of the pre- 
fent CoUe&ion, under the title of A feries of gamin 
Utters between Henry and Frances, London printed for 
W. John/ion in St. Parts Churchward, 1757; the au- 
thor of Ftoofborne's Letters cannot rdift the vanfty of 
observing* that the tender and fenfible Frances has 
done him the honor to compofe one of her epifiles 
partly from what follows of the prefent letter to the 
end, and partly from, fome paffages taken from letter 
xvi. p. 7 1, 7 3. 
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LET TE.R XXVL 
To Phidip.pus. 



IF that friend of yours, whom you are 
defirous to add to the number of mine, 
were endued with no other quality than the 
laft ybu mentioned in the catalogue of hit 
virtues j I (hould eftcem his acquaintance 
as one of my moft valuable privilege^ Whert 
you affured me, therefore, of the genetofity 
of his difpofition, I wanted no additional 
motive to embrace your propofal Af joining 
you and him at **. To fay truth, I t coA- 
fider a generous mind as the noHcft worJc 
of the creation, and am perfuaded, where* 
ever it refidea, no real merit can be want* 
ing. It is, perhaps, the moft Angular of all 
the moral endowments : I am fare at leaft, 
it is often imputed where it cannot juflJy 
be claimed. The meaneft felf-love, under 
fome refined difguife, frequently pafles up- 
on common obfervers for this godlike prin- 
ciple | and I have known many a popular 
action attributed to this motive;, when it 

flowed 
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flbwed from no higher a fource than the 
fuggeftions of concealed vanity. Good-na- 
ture, as it 1 has many features in common 
with this virtue, is ufually miftaken for it ; 
the former, however, : is but the effedt, pof- 
fibly, of a happy difpofition of the animal 
ftru&ure; or, as Dryden fomewhere calls it, 
of ascertain " milkinefs of blood -," whereas 
the latter is feated in the mind, and can ne- 
ver fubfift where good-fenfe and enlarged 
fentiments have no exigence. It is entirely 
founded, indeed, upon juftnefs of thought: 
which;- perhaps, is thereiafon this virtue is 
fo little' the chara&eriftic of mankind in ge- 
neral. \'A man, whofe mind is warped by 
the felfifh paflions, or. con traded by thfe 
narrow prejudices of feds or parties; if he 
does not want hortefty, muft undoubtedly, 
want underftanding. The fame clouds that 
darken his intellectual views, obftrud his 
moral ones 5 and his generality is extremely 
circumfciibed, becaufe his reafon is exceed- 
ingly limited. 

It is the diftinguifhing pre-eminence of 
the Chriftian iyitem, that it cherifhes this 
elevated princicle in one of its nobleft ex- 
ertions. Forgiveaefs of injuries, I confeis; 

indeed t 
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indeed, has been inculcated by feveral of 
the heathen moralifts ; but it never entered 
into the eftablifhed ordinances of any religi- 
on, till it had the fan&ion of the great author 
of ours. I have often, however, wondered 
that the ancients, who raifed fo many vir- 
tues and affe&ions of the mind into divinities, 
fhould never have given a place in their 
temples to Generality; unlcfs, perhaps, 
they included it under the notion of fides 
or honos^ But furely (he might reafona- 
bly have claimed a feparate altar, and fupe- 
rior rights. A principle of honor may reftrain 
a man from counteracting thefocial ties, who 
yet has nothing of that active flame of ge- 
nerofity, which is too powerful to be con- 
fined within the humbler boundaries of 
mere negative duties. True generofity rifes 
above the ordinary rules of focial conduft* 
and flows with much too full a flream to 
be comprehended within the precife marks 
of formal precepts. It is a vigorous prin- 
ciple in the foul, which opens and expands 
all her virtues far beyond thofe which are 
only the forced and unnatural production* 
of a timid obedience. The man who is 
influenced fingly by motives of the. latter 

kind, 
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kind, aims no higher than at certain all* 
thoritative ftandards, without ever attempt-* 
ing to reach thofe glorious elevations, which 
conftitute the only true heroifm of the £0+ 
ciai character. Religion, without this fo-» 
vereign principle, degenerates into (lavi(h 
fear, and wifdom into a fpecious cunning 1 
learning is but the avarice of the mind, and 
wit its more pleating kind of madnefs. In a 
word, generofity fandifies every paffion, and 
adds grace to every acquisition of the foul 1 
and if it does not necefiarily include, at leaft 
it reflefts a luftre, upon the whole circle of 
moral and intellectual qualities. 

But I am running into a general pane- 
gyric upon generofity, when I only meant 
to acknowledge the particular inftance you 
have given me of yours, in being defirous 
of communicating to me a treafure, which I 
know much better how to value than how 
to deferve. Be affured, therefore, tho* Eu- 
phronius had none of thofe polite accom-* 
plifhments you enumerate, yet, after what 
you have informed me concerning his heart, 
I (hould efteem his frienfliip of more worth 
than all the learning of antient Greece, and 
all the virtu of modern Italy. I am, &c. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXVII. 

2* Sappho*. 

March 10, 1731. 

WHILE yet no asn'rous youths around 
thee bow, 
Nor flattering verfe conveys the faithlefs vow; 
To graver notes will Sappho's foul attend, 
And ere (he hears the lover, here the friend? 

Let maids lefs bkfs'd employ their 

meaner arts 
To reign proud tyrants o'er unnumbered 

hearts $ 
May Sappho learn (for nobler triumphs 

born) 
Thofe little conquefts of her fex to (corn. 
To form thy bofom to each gen'rous deed ; 
To plant thy mind with every ufeful feed; 
Be thefe thy arts : nor ipare the grateful toil. 
Where nature's hand has Mefs'd the happy 

foil. '• 
So /hall thou know, with pleafing (kill, to 

blend 
The lovely miftrefs and inftrudive friend : 
So (halt thou know, when unrelenting time 
Shall fpoil thofe charms yetop'ningto their 

prime, 
* A young lady of thirteen years of age. 
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To cafe the lofs of beauty's tranlient flow'r, 
While reafbn keeps what rapture gaVe before. 
And oh ! while wit, fair dawning, fpreadt 

its ray* 
Serenely rifing to a glorious day* 
To hail the growing luftre oft be mine, 
Thou early fav'rite of the facred Nine ! 
And (hall the Mufe with blamelefs boaft 

pretend, 
In youth's gay bloom that Sappho call'd me 

friend : 
That urg'd by me (he fhun'd the d&ng'rous 

way, 
Where heedlefs maids in endlefs error ft ray i 
That fcorning foon her fex's idler art, 
Fair praife infpir'd and virtue warm'd her 
, , heart ; 

That fond to reach the diftant paths of fame* 
I taught her infant genius where to aim ? 
Thus when the feather'd choir firft tempt 

the-fky, 
And, all unfkiU'd, their feeble pinions try, 
Th' experiene'd fire prefcribes the advent'- 

rous height, 
Guides the young wing* and pleased attends 

the flight, . 
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L E T T E R XXVIII. 

To Phidippus, 

YE S, Phidippus, I entirely agree with 
you ; the antients mod certainly had 
much loftier notions of Friendfhip, than 
feem to be generally entertained at prefent. 
But may they not juftly be confidered on 
this fubje<ft, as downright enthuliafts? 
Whiltl indeed they talk of friendfhip as a 
virtue, or place it in a rank little inferior, 
I can admire the generous warmth of their 
fentiments : but when they go fo far as to 
make it a ferious queftion, whether juftice 
herfelf ought not in fome particular cafes to 
yield to this their fupreme affe&ion of the 
heart $ there, I confefs, they leave me far 
behind. 

If we had not a treatife extant upon the 
fubjedt, we fhould fcarce believe this faft 
upon the credit of thofe authors who have 
delivered it down to us : but Cicero him- 
felf has ventured to take the affirmative fide 
of this debate in his celebrated dialogue in- 
fcribed Laelius. He followed, it feems, in 
this notion the fentiments of the Greciaii 
" K Theo- 
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Theophraftus> who publicly maintained 
the fame aftoniftring theory. • 

It muft be confefied, however, thefc 
admirers of the falfe fublime in friendihip 
talk upon this fubjed with fo much cau- 
tion, and in fiich general terms, that one is 
inclined to think they themfelves a little fu- 
fpe&ed the validity of thofe very principles 
they would inculcate. We find, at leaft, 
a remarkable inftance to that purpofe, in a 
circumftance related of Chilo* one of thofe 
famous fages who are diftinguiftied by the 
pompous title of the wife men of Greece. 

That celebrated philofopher, being up- 
on his deafth-bed, addrefled himfelf, we are 
informed, to his friends who flood round 
him, to the following effc<5t : " I cannot, thro* 
" the courfe of a long life, look back with 
" uneafinefs upon any fingle inftance of my 
" condud, unlefs, perhaps, on that which 
IC I am going to mention; wherein, I con- 
« fefs, I am ftill doubtful whether I a&ed 
" as I ought, or not. I was once appoint- 
« ed judge in conjunction with two others, 
" when my particular friend was arraign- 
" ed before us : Were the laws to have 
** taken their free courfe, he muft inevi- 
4 m tably 
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lably have been condemned to die. Af- 

tef much debate therefor? with n?yfelf f 
" J refplved upon this expedient: I gav? 
t* my own vote according to my con- 
5* jfciwce, but at the fame time employe^ 
f f ajl my eloquence to prevail with my af- 
?' fociates to abfolve tl^e criminal. N$w I 
4€ cannpt but reflect upon this adfc with cpp* 
t( cern, as fearing there was fomething pf 
f* perfidy, w persuading others to go cpuji- 
" ter to what I myfelf efteemed right/' 

It 4oes not, certainly, require any great 
itepth of cafuiftry to prpppunce upon a 
jca& of this nature. And yet, had Tully, 
^hat great .mailer of reafon, been .Ghilo** 
jpoftfeflpr upQn this pccafipn, it is very plain 
he would have given him abfqlution$ tp 
the jv-ft fcandal of the mpft ignppant curate 
ithat ever lulled a country village. 

What I hay e here obferved, will fug- 
ged, if I miftake not, a very clear ^nfwer 
to the queftion you propofe ; " Whence it 
V ihould happen, that we meet with in- 
<c ftances of friendfhip among the Greeks 
, u and Romans, far fuperipr^to any thing of 
,«* the fame kind which modern timps have 
.*' produced ?" For while the grca.teft g«- 
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hiufcs among them employed their talents 
in exalting, this noble affedion, and it 
was encouraged even by the laws them- 
fclvesj what effe&s might one not expedt 
to arife from the concurrence of fuch power- 
ful caufes? The feveral examples of this 
kind which you have pointed out, are un- 
doubtedly highly animating and lingular; 
to which give me leave to add one inftance 
bo lefs remarkable, tho', I think, not fo 
commonly - obferved . 

Eu da mid as: the Corinthian (as the 

ftory is related inLucian's Toxaris,) tho' in 

low circumftances himfelf, was happy in 

the friendfhip of two very wealthy perfons, 

Charixenusand Aretheus. Eudamidas, find* 

ing himfelf drawing near his end, made his 

will in the following terms: €€ I leave my 

<c mother- to Aretheus, to be maintained and 

€€ protefted by him in her old age. I be- 

" queath to Charixenus the care of my 

€t daughter; defiring that he would fee 

" her difpofed of in marriage, and portion 

*' her at the fame time with as ample a for- 

€t tune as hi* circumftances fliafl admit: 

*" and, ill cafe of the death of either of 

-" thefe my two friends, I fubftitute the fur* 

- *< vivor in his place."- • 

This 
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This will was looked upon by fome (as 
we may well imagine) to be extremely ri- 
diculous : however, the legatees received in- 
formation of it with very different fenti- 
ments, accepting of their refpe&ive legacies 
with* great fatisfa&ion. It happened that 
Charixenus died a few days after his friend 
the teftator; the furviyorfhip therefore tak- 
ing place in favpr of Aretheus, he accon^ 
ingly not only took upon himfelf the car^ 
of his friend's mgther, but alfo made an 
equal diftribiition of his eftatc between 
this child of Eudamidas, and an only daugh- 
ter of his own, fbtemhizing both their mar- 
riages on the fame day. 

I do not recolledt that any of the mo- 
derns have raifed their notions of friend/hip 
to thefe extravagant heights, excepting on- 
ly a very Angular French author, who talks 
in a more romantic flrain upon this fubjeft 
than even the antients themfelves. Could 
yoti, Phiddipus, believe a man in earned 
who ftiould aflert that the fecret one has 
fworn never to reveal, may without per- 
jury be difcovered to one's friend? Yet 
honeft Montaigne has ventured gravely to 
advance this extraordinary do&rine, in clear 
: K 3 and 
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and pofitivc terms. But I never knh* a 
fenfible man in my life, that was not an en-* 
thufiaft upon fome favorite point; as indeed 
there is none where it is more exqufable than 
in the article of frienddhip. It is that which 
affords the moft pleating fun&inte of our 
days : if therefore we fee it now and then 
break out with a more than reafonible 
warmth and luftre -, who is there that wit! 
hot be inclined to pardon an cxcefs, which 
tan only flow frorti the moft gefyerdns prin- 
ciples? Adieu, 
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LETTER XXIX 

To tfa fakie. 

WHEN I mentioned grace as efiential 
in conftituting a fine writer i I ra- 
ther hoped to have found my fentiments re«< 
flexed back with a clearer light by yours* 
than imagined yon would have called upon 
me to explain in form, what I only threw 
put l>y accident. To confefs the troth* I 
know not whether, after all that can be laid 
to ill u ft rate this uncommon quality, it moft 
upt a{ l^ft b? fefolved feto the poet's nequeo. 

tQfmJlrqr* 
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monftrart et fentw tontum. In cafes of 
this kind, where language does not fupply 
us with proper words tp exprefr the no-ops 
of one's mind, we can only co&vey qur fen- 
timents in figurative terms : a defeft which 
nftceflarily introduces fcwie obfeirity. 

I wjxl not, therafbce, undertake to 
mark out with any ibrt of precision, that 
Idea which I would expreft by the word 
grace? and, perhaps, it can no jcnore be 
dearly defer ibed thpnjuAly defined. To give 
you, however, a general intimation jof what 
I mean when I apply that term lo compofi~ 
tknss of genius, I would referable it to that 
eafy ak, which, fe remarkably diftinguiihes 
-certain perfons of a genteel andiiberal xaft. 
ftconfifts, vet only in the particular beauty 
of fingle parts, but arifcs from the general 
fymroetry and ccmftrudion of the whole. 
An author may he juft in his fqntiqnents, 
lively^* his figures, and clear in his expref- 
$on | yet may have jio claim to be admitted 
Into the rank of finifhed writers. Thofc 
-{everal members nuift he fo agreeably united 
as mutually to reflet beauty upon each 
< other : their arrangement wuft he fo hapr 
pUy difpofed as not to admit of the lead 
K 4 tranfpo- 
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tranfpofition without xnanifeft prejudice to 
the entire piece. The thoughts, the me- 
taphors, the allufions, and the didtion fhould 
appear eafy and natural, and feem to arife 
like fomany fpontaneous produ&ions, rather 
than as the effefts of art or labor. 
- Whatever, therefore, is forced, or .af- 
filed in the fentiments : whatever: is ptom- 
pous or'pedantic in the exprefEon,is theyery 
reverfe of grace. Her mien is neither that 
of a prude nor of a coquet; (he is regular 
.without formality, and fprightly without be- 
ing fantaftical. Grace, in fliort, is to good 
writing what a proper light is to a fine pic- 
ture ; it not only flje ws all the - figures m 
their feveral proportions ajid relations, but 
(hews them in the mod advantageous maa^. 
ner. 

• As gentility (to refume my former ittuf- 
t ration) appears in the minuteft a&ion, and 
improves the moft inconfiderable $jpQ$i?t; 
fo grace is difcovered in the placing ,even 
of a fingle word, or the turn of a mere 
expletive. Neither is this inexprefiible qua- 
lity confined to one fpecies of competition 
only, but extends to all: the various: kinds.; 
to the humble paftoral as well a$ to the 

lofty 
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lofty Epic; from the flighted letter to the 
moil folemn difcourfe. 

I know not whether Sir William Tem- 
ple may no* be confidered as the firft of our 
profe authors, who introduced a graceful 
manner into' our language : at leaft that 
quality does not feem to have appeared ear- 
ly, or fpread far, amongft us. But where^ 
foever we may look for its origin, it is cer- 
tainly to be found in its higheft perfection 
in the effays of a gentleman, whofe writings 
will be diftinguiftied fo long as politenefs 
and _good-fenfe have any admirers. That 
becoming air which Tully efteemed the 
criterion of fine composition, and which 
fevery reader, he fays, imagines fo eafy to be 
imitated* yet will find fo difficult to attain; 
is the prevailing charaftefiftic of all that ex- 
cellent author's moft elegant performances. 
In a word, one may jtiftly apply tb him what 
Plato, in his allegorical language, fays of 
Ariftophanes ; : that the Graces having 
fearched all the world round for a temple 
: wherein they might for ever dwell, fettled 
at laft in the bfeaft of Mr. Addifon. Adieu. 
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LETTER XXX. 
T$ Clytandek 

CAN it then be true, Clytander, after alt 
the fine thing* which have been &id 
concerning the love of our Country, that it 
owes its rife to the principles you mention, 
nnd was originally propagated among man^r 
kind, to order to cheat them into the Service 
of the community? And is it thus, at laft, 
that the moft generous of the human p*l£- 
sons, iuftead of bearing the facred figaature 
of nature, can produce no higher marks of 
its legitimacy than t&efufptcjous fopseftof 
art? The queftion is worth, at leaft, a 
•lew thoughts i and f wiB juft run over the 
principal objections in your letter, without 
drawing mem up, however, in a regular 
iforau 

That the true bappiaefs of the mdiv** 
'dual cannot wife from the fiagle assmife 
•of the mere felnih principles, is evident, J 
.think, above all reafboable contradiction. 
If a man would thoroughly enjoy his own 
being, he muft of neceffity look beyond it j 
^islplivaie fatisfa&ions always eucreafing in 

the. 
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the ftine' proportion with which he pro- 
motes thofc of others. Thus felf-intereft, 
H" rightly dirdaed, flows thro' the nearer 
charities of relations, friends, and depend* 
ents, till it rift* and dilates itfelf into gene- 
ral benevtjlence. But if every addition 
Which we mate to the welfare of others, 
be redly an advancement of our own; the 
love of our country ihuft neceiFarily, upon 
a principle of felf-intereft, be a paffion 
founded in the ftriaeft reafon : becaufe it is 
a mfpofition pregnant with the greateft pof- 
fible good, which the limited powers of man 
are capable of producing. Benevolence, 
therefore, points \o our rountry, as to her 
only adequate mark ; whatever falls fhort 
oftfiat glorious end, is too ftnafl for her full 
Eradication; and all beyond is too immenfe 
for her grafp. 

Tnus t>ttr country appears to have a 
claim to bar uffedion, as it has a correfpon- 
dent pafEfbh in the human breaifc : a paf- 
Jftoh, hot 'ratfed by the artifices of policy, 
or propagated by the infection of enthu- 
fiafm, but neceffariry reful ting from the ori- 
ginal conftfcution of our {pedes, and con- 
ducive to the higheft private advantage of 

each 
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each individual, ,When Curtiu« r therefore, 
or the two Decii* Sacrificed their lives, in 
order to refcue their community from the 
calamities with which it was threatened; 
they were by no .n^eans impelled (as you 
feemed to reprefent them) by a political 
phrerjzy, but aded oi) the moft folid and 
rational principles. The method they pur- 
fuedfor that purpofe was didated, I confefs* 
by the,moft ^bfurd and groundlefs, fupcrfti- 
tiop : yet while the impreffionof .that na- 
tioi^gl; belief rejnain?d ftrong. upon, their 
minds, and th4y wfre thoroughly perfuaded 
tjiajfc. falling ifr the manner we are affrired 
ttipy did, was the onjy effe&ual means of 
pr^ferving their cojjintry from ruin; they 
took the..moft raUonal : meafures of eonfult-* 
ing their private happinefs, by thus confent-* 
ing to become the public vidtims* Could 
it even be admitted (.what, with any degree 
of probability, . ftevef, indeed, can J>e ad- 
mitted), that tfyeff^ glorious heroes confi- 
dered fame as th.e r vpneft of fliadows, and 
had no hopes of an after-life in any other 
fcene of exiftenoe y ftill however their con- 
duct might be juilified as perfe<ft}y wife. 
-For, purely, to a mind that was not wholly 

immerfed 
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immerfed in the loweft dregs of the moft 
contracted felfiflinefs ; that had not totally 
extinguiflbed every generous and focial af- 
fedtion ; the thoughts of having preferred a 
mere joylefs exiftence (for fuch it muft have 
been) to the fuppofed prefervation of num- 
bers of one's fellow creatures, muft have 
pro vied far more painful than a thoufand 
deaths. 

I cannot, however, but agree with 
you, that this aflfedbion was produdtive of 
infinite mifchief to mankind, as it broke 
out among the Romans, in the impious 
fpirit of their unjuft conquefts. But it fhould 
be~ remembered, at the fame time, that it 
is the ufual artifice of ambition, to mafk 
herfelf in the fcmblance of patriotifm. And 
it can be no juft objedtion to the nobleft of 
the fpcial paflions, that it is capable of be- 
ing inflamed beyond its natural heat, and 
turned, by the arts of policy, to promote 
thofc deftrudtive purpofes, which it wa9 
originally implanted to prevent. 

This zeal for our country may, indeed, 
become irrational, not only when it thus 
pijfhes us on to a£l counter to the natural 
rights of any other community; but like- 
wife 
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wife wjip* it impels u? to take the mea- 
fures of violence in opposition to the gene? 
ral fenfe of our ownl For may not pub? 
lie happiqefs be cftimated by tlje fame, 
standard as that of private? and a* every 
man's own opinion muft determine bis par- 
ticular fatisfadion; ihall not the general 
opinion be confidered as decifive in the 
queftion concerning general intcreft? Far 
am I, however; from insinuating, that the 
true welfare of mankind in thejr ,colJe<ftive 
capacities depends fingly upon a prevailing 
fancy, any more than it does in their fepa- 
rate: undoubtedly in both inftances they 
may equally embrace a falfe intereft. Bu£ 
whenever this is the cafe, J (hould hardly 
imagine that the love of our country, on the 
one hand, or of our neighbour, on the othc^r, 
would juftify any methods of bringing than 
to a wifer choice, than thofe of calm and 
rational perfuafion, 

I cannot at prefect recollect which <}f 
the antient authors it is, thgt mentions the 
Cappadocians, to have been fo enamored of 
fubje&ion to a defpotic power, as to refufe 
,the enjoyment of their liberties, tho* gene- 
toufly tendered to them by the Romans. 

Scarcely 
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Scarcely, I fuppbfc, can there be an inftance 
produced of a more remarkable depravity 
of national taftc, and of a more falfe calcu- 
lation of public welfare: yet even in this 
inftance it fhould fcera the hightft injuftice 
to have attempted by force, and at the cx- 
pence, perhaps, of half the lives in the 
ftate, the introduction of a more improved 
iyftem of government. 

In this notion I am not lingular, but 
have the authority of Plato hknfelf on my 
fide ; who held it as a maxim of undoujited 
truth in politics, that the prevailing ienti- 
ments of a ftate, how much foever mif- 
taken, ought by no means to be oppofed by 
the meafures of violence: a maxim, which 
if certain pretended or mifguided patriots 
had happily embraced, much effuiion of 
civil blood had been lately fpared to our 
nation* I am, &c. 
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LETTER XXXI. 

To PALAMEDES. 

n^HE dawn is overca/l, the morning lours f 
And heavily with clouds brings on the day. 
How then can I better disappoint the 
gloomy effe&s of a louring fky, than by 
calling my thoughts off from the dull fcene 
before me, and placing them upon my 
friend ? Much, certainly, are we indebted 
to that happy faculty, by which, with a fort 
of magic power, we can bring before one's 
mind whatever has been the fubjedt of its 
moft agreeable contemplation. In vain, 
therefore, would that lovely dame, who 
has fo often been the topic of our conven- 
tions, pretend to enjoy you to herfelf : in 
fpite of your favourite philofophy, or even 
of a more powerful divinity ; in fpight of 
Fortune herfelf, I can place you in my view, 
tho' half a century of miles lies between us. 
But am I for ever to be indebted to imagi- 
nation only for your company ? and will you 
not fometimes let me owe that fatisfa&ion 
to yourfelf ? Surely vou might fpare me a 

few 
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few weeks before the fummer ends, with* 
•titt any inconvenience to that noble plan, 
upon, which I know you tfc lb intent* At 
fpr my own itudies, they go on but flowlyj 
t am, like a traveller without A guide in a* 
unknown country * obliged to inquire the 
Way at evtry turning, and consequently 
cannot advance with all the expedition I 
could wifli* I am* &c* 

i ' 

««MMa*MMtfMMiaefl4««Mi^^ 

LETTER XXXII* 
T» the jam. 

FORGIVE me, Palamedes, if Imii* 
truft an art, which the greateft of 
philofophers has called the art of deceiving*' 
and by which the nrft of orators could per* 
fuad the people that he had Conquered at 
the athletic games, tho* they ftw him fall 
at his adverfary's feet. The voice of Elo* 
quence (hould ever, indeed* be heard with 
caution : and £^e, whofe boaft it has former* 
ly been, to make little things appear con* 
iderable, may dimioim objeftt, perhaps, 
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as well as enlarge them, and lcflen tvtn 

the charms of repofe. But I have too 1 loto£ 

etfperk&iced the joys of retirement, to 

quit her arms for a more lively miftre&V 

»d I can look ^pon ambition*, tho' adorned 

in all the oritttatems of jkhj* oratory, with 

the cool indifference of the mpft confirmed 

Stoic. \ To confefs the whole truth, I am 

too proud to endure a repulfe, and too 

humble to hope for fuccefs : qualities little 

*favbrabhr, ^imagine, to the pretenfions of 

him who would claim the glittering prizes, 

which animate thofe that run the race of 

ambition. Let thofe honors then, you 

mention be inferibed on the tombs of 

others; be it rather told on mine, that I 

lived and died ;; » 

» • » * . /* # 
Vnplac'4ytinp$r$$rf<$ % no mans heir or Jlavi. 

And is n6t this a* privilege as valuable as 
any of thbfe wliich you have painted to 
my view, in all the warmeft colors of your 
enlivening eloquence ? Bruyere, at lcaft, hasr 
juft now aflured me, that * <l to pay oneV 
€€ court to no man, nor ^txpeft any "to 
44 pay court * to you, is^he inoft agreeable 
?*'of *&\ foliations* it is the true golderi 

"age, 
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* age/fcys he, and the moil natural ftat* 
*« of man/' 

Bclikvb me, however, I am not in the 
ttiiftake of thofe Whom yotfjuftly condemn 
as imagining that wifdom is the companion 
only of retirement, and that virtue enters 
not the more open and confpicuous walks of • 
life : but 1 will confefs at the fame time* 
that tho 1 it is to Tully t give my applaUfc* 
it is Atticus that has my afFe&ion. 

" Life, fays a celebrated antient, may be 
u COihpared to the Olympic games : fome 
" enter into thofe aficmblies for glory, and 
€€ others for gain * while there is a third 
" party (and thofe by no means the moil 
"contemptible) who choofe to be merely 
" fpeftators." I need not tell you, Pala* 
medes, how early it was my inclination to 
he numbered with the laft: and as nature 
has not formed me with powers, am I not 
obliged to her for having divefted me of 
every inclination, for bearing a part in the 
ambitious contentions of the World ? Pro- 
vidence, indeed, fecms to have defignedfome 
tempers for the obfcure fcenes of life * as 
there are fome plants which flourish bed in 
the ihade. But the lowcft fhrub has it« 
L % ofe, 
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nfe, you are fenfible, as well as the loftieft 
oak : and, perhaps, your friend may find 
fome method of convincing you, that fcven 
the humbled talents are not given in vain. 
Farcwel. 



LETTER XXXIII. 

To Palemon. 

May 28, 1748.. 

IS it poflible you can thus defcend from 
the higheft concerns to the loweft, 
and, after deliberating upon the affairs of 
Europe* have the humility to inquire into 
mine ? But the greateft ftatefmen, it feems, 
have their trifling as well as their feriou* 
hours; I have read of a Roman couful 
that amufed himfelf with gathering cockle- 
fhells, and of a Spartan monarch who wat 
found riding upon a hobby-horfe. Or fliall 
I rather fay, that friendship gilds every ob*- 
jed upon which fhe ihines ? I am fure at 
leaft, it is the fingular character of Palemon 
to preferve that generous flame in all its 
ftrength and luftrc amjdft that ambitious 
3 atmofphcre, 
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atmofphere, which is generally efteemed 
fo unfavorable to every brighter affe&ion. 

It is upon one or other of thofe prin- 
ciples alone, that you can be willing to fuf- 
pend your own more important engage- 
ments, by attending to an account of mine. 
They have lately, indeed, been more di- 
verfified than ufual; and I have paffed thefe 
ihreemonthsin a continual fucceffion of new 
fcenes. The moft agreeable, as Well as the 
fartheft part of my progress, was to the feat 
of Hortenfius: and I am perfuaded you 
will not think my travels have been in vain, 
fince they afford me an opportunity of in- 
forming you, that our friend is in pofleffion 
of all that happincfs which I am Aire you 
wiflihim. It is probable, however, you 
have not yet heard that he owes the chief 
part of it to female merit; for his marriage 
was concluded even before thofe friends, 
who arc moft frequently with him, had the 
leaft fufpicion of his intentions. But tho'he 
had fome reafons for concealing hitf defigns, 
he has none for .being afhamcd of them 
now they arc executed. I fay not this from 
any hafty approbation, but as having long 
knoten and etteemed the lady whom he has 
L .3 chofen: 
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chofen; and as there is a pleafure in bring* 
ing two perfons of merit to the knowledge 
of each other, will you allow me, in the 
remainder of this letter, to introduce her 
to your acquaintance f 
' Hortensia is of a good ftature, and 
perfe&ly well porportioned; but one cannot 
fo properley fay her air is genteel, as that it 
is pleafing: for there is a certain unaffe&ed 
careleflhefs in her drefs and mien, that wins 
by degrees rather than flrikes at firft fight; 
If you were to look no farther than the up* 
per part of ber face, you would think her 
handfome; were you only to examine the 
lower, you would immediately pronounce 
the reverfe; yet there is fome thing in her 
eyes, which* without any pretence to be 
galled fine, gives fuch an agreeable livelinefs 
to her whole countenance, that you fcarce 
pbferye, or foon forget, all her features are 
not jregular.. Her popverfation is rather 
chearfql t than gay, and more inftruftive than 
uprightly. But the principal and moft di* 
ftinguifhed faculties of her mind are her 
memory find her judgment, both which 
(he poffefles in a far higher degree th^p pne 
dually finds even in peffons of pur fex« Shcj 
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has read moft of tHe capital authors both in 
French and Bngltfh ; but her chief and fa- 
vorite companions of that kind have lain 
among the hiftorical and drathatic writers* 
There is hardly a remarkable event in~an- 
tient or modern (lory, which (he cannot 
give a very clear and judicious account; as 
ihe is equally well yerfed in all the princi- 
pal characters and incidents of the mod 
opproved ftage-compofi;ions. The mathe- 
matics is not wholly a Granger to her: 
and tho' flie did not think proper to perfue 
lier enquiries of that kind, to any great 
length; yet the very uncommon facility 
with which (he entered into the reafonings 
of that fcknce, plainly difcovered fhe was 
'capable of attaining a thorough knowledge 
Of all its moft abftrufe branches. Her tafte 
in performances of polite literature, is always 
juftj and flie is an excellent critic, with- 
'out knowing any thing of the artificial 
Yules of that' fcience. Her bbfervations, 
therefore, upon fubjedts of that fort, are fo 
much the more to be relied upon, as they 
are the pure and unbiased dictates of nature 
" «nd good-fenfe. . Accordingly Hortenfius, 
in the Several pieces, which, you know, he 
L 4 has 



Digitized 



by Google 



tj* LETTER XXXHI. 

JuipublUhed, coniUntty bad rccourfc to 
lief judgment* and I have often heard him 
upon tbofe occafions apply, with angular 
pleasure, and with equal troth* what tho 
lender Propertiu* Java of his favorite Cyn- 
thia, 

Mejuvat in %rmk do£l* legiffe pvelke, 
Auribus e( puris fcrifta pniaje mea : 

Hat tM cwtigerint, popuK confufa vdktt 
Fn&ufai nam, dominaju#ee, tutvtera. 

But her uncommon ftrength of under* 
Handing has preferved her from that fatal 
rock of all female knowledge, the inperti- 
nent oftentation of it; . and (he thinks a re- 
ferve in this article an eiTential part o£ that 
modefty which is the ornament of her fex* 
I have heard her obferve, that it is not in 
the acquired endowments of the female 
mind* as in the beauties of her perfon, 
where it may be Ajfficient praife, perhaps^ 
to follow the example of the virgin de» 
fcribed by Taffo, who, 

Noncmprefue Mlezze, e non fefpefe, 

On the contrary he efteems it a point d 
decency to throw a veil over the fuperiot 

charms 
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Sarins of her underftanding: and if *v<f 
the draws it afidc, you plainly perceive it is 
rather to gratify her good-nature than hear 
vanity 1 left in compliance with her own in* 
sanations than with thofe of her company 

Her refined fenfe and extenfive know* 
ledge* have not* however* raifcd her above 
the more peceflary acquifitions of female 
fcience; th$y have only taught her to fill 
that paft of her character with higher grace 
and dignity. She enters into all thedomeftic . 
duties of her ftation, with the inoft confum- 
joiate ikill and prudence* Her ceconomical 
deportment is calm and ft eddy 1 and {he 
prefidea over her* family lik* the Intelli- 
gence of fome planetary orb, con^ufling it 
in all its proper diredions without violence 
^>r dift»rbed sfforta, , 

These qualities, however conftder*b!j* 
they might appear in a lefs (htning cha*4» 
ter, are but under parts in Hortenfia's: for 
it is from the virtues of her heart that (he 
derives her moil: irreGftible claim to efteen* 
and approbation. A conftant flow of uni* 
form and unaffected chearfulnefs gladdens 
Tier own breaft, and enlivens that pf eveiy 
preature around her. Her behavior under 

. the 
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the injuries (he has received (for injuries 
eveir the Mamelefs Hortenfia has received) 
was with all the calm fortitude of the 
moll heroic patience; as flic 6rmly relied, 
that Providence would either put an end 
to her misfortunes, or fupport her under 
them. And with that animating hope (he 
feemed to feel lefs for herfelf, than for the 
tanjuft and inhuman author of her fufferings; 
generoufly lamenting to fee one, fo nearly 
related to her* {land condemned by that 
levereft and mod fignificant of fentences 
the united reproaches of the world and of 
his confeience. 

Thus, Palemon, I have given you a 
faithful copy of an excellent original; but 
'whether you will join with me in thinking 
my pencil has been true to its Yubjeft, mwft 
he left to fome future opportunity to deter* 
mine. I am, &c - • 
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To HORTENSIUS. 



w. 



Dec. 10, 1730* 
T HAVE read over the trcatife you recom- 
X mended to me, with attention and con- 
cern. I was forty to find an author, who 
feems fo well qualified to ferve the caufeof 
truth, employing his talents in favor of 
what appears to me amoft dangerous error* 
I have often wondered, indeed, at the po- 
licy of certain philosophers pf this caft, who 
endeavour to advance religion by deprecia- 
ting human nature. Methinks it would be 
more for the intereft of virtue, tp represent 
her congenial (as congenial fhe furely is) 
with our make, and agreeable to our un- 
tainted conftitution of foul j to prove that 
every deviation from moral re&itudc is an 
opposition to our native biafs, and contrary 
to thofe chara&efs of dignity which the 
Creator has univerfally imprefled upon the 
mind. This, at leaft, was the principle 
which many of the antient philofophers la- 
bored to inculcate ; as thcreas not, perhaps, 
any fingle topic in ethics. that plight be 
urged with more truth or greater efficacy. 

It 
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It i$ upon this generous and exalted no- 
tion of pur fpccies, that one of the nobleft 
precepts of the excellent Pythagoras is 
founded : TlcLvtw* £g /u:aAi<p* (fays that 
philofopher) m^tmo a avrov. The firft and 
leading difpofition to engage us an the fide 
of virtue was, in that fage's eftimation, to 
pteferve above all things a cooftant . reve- 
rence to our own mind, apd to dread no* 
thing fo much ts to offfend againft its native 
dignity. The ingenious Mr. Norris, I re>- 
snernber, recommends this precept as one of 
(the beft, perhaps* that was ever given to the 
world. May not one then juftly be fur* 
priced to find it fo feldoin enforced in our 
modern fyftems of morality ? To confefe 
the truth, I am ftrongly inclined to fufpedr, 
that much of that general contempt of 
every mtnly principle, which fo remarkably 
difttnguifhes the prefent times, may fairiy 
be attributed to the humor of difcarding 
this animating notion of our kind* It has 
been the fafhion to paint human nature ih 
the hajfiheft and moft . unpleafing colors. 
Yet tbejje i$ not, furely, any argument more 
UWy to induce a man to ad unworthily, 
than p perfuadchim that he has nothing 

.of 
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of innate worthiness in his genuine difpo- 
fition j than to reafon him out of ever/: 
elevated notion of his own grandeur of foul* > 
and to deftroy, in Aiort, every motive that 
might juftly infpire him with a principle of . 
felf- reverence ; that fureft internal guard 
Heaven feems to have afligned to die hu~ 
man virtues. I am, &c. • 



BETTER XXXV. 

^ Cleoxa. 

TH O 1 it was not poflible for me to ce- 
lebrate With you, as ufual, that happy 
aoniverfary which we have fo maiiy reafbns 
to commemorate; yet I could not fuffer fo 
joyful a feftival to pafs by me without * 
thoufand tender reflections. I took pleafure 
in tracing back that ftream to its rife, which 
has colored all my fucceeding days with 
happinels ; as my Cleora, perhaps, was at 
that very inftant, running over in hfer own 
mind, thofe many moments of calm fatif- 
fa&ion which (he has derived from the 
fame fource. 

Mr 
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My heart was fo entirely poflcfled with 
die feniiments which this occafion fuggeft- 
ed, that I found myfelf raifed into a fort of 
poetical enthufiafin; and I could not for- 
bear cxpreffing in verfe, what I have often 
{aid in prole of the dear author of my mod 
valuable enjoyments. As I imagined Tc- 
raminta would by this time be. with you, 
I had a view to her harpficord in the com- 
pofition 5 and I defire you would let her 
know I hope (he will (hew me, at tpy re- 
turn, to what advantage the moft ordinary 
numbers will appear, when judicioufly ac- 
companied with a fine voice and inftru^ 
meat* 

I must not forget to tell you, it was ia 
your favorite grove, which we have fo often 
traverfed together, that I indulged myfelf 
in thefe pleafing reveries ; as it was not, 
you are to fuppofe, without having firft in- 
voked the Genius of the place, and called 
upon the Mufes in due form, that I broke 
out in the following rhapfody. 
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ODE for Music. 

A i it 1. 

fbrice has the arcling eartb t Jwiftfadng % rtaC, 

And thrice again, around tbt Jim, 
Since fafi the white-rob' dprieft, with/acred bandy 

Sweet union I join* d us bead to bond* 

C.H OR0S. 

Jllbeov'n, and erf ry friendly povfr 
Apfrov* dike vow, and blefs'd the hour* 

Recitative* 

What tbo'in ftlence [acred Hymen trod, 

Nor lyre proclaim' d^ nor garland cr own* d the god: 

What tho 9 nor feaft nor revfl dance was there, 

(Vain pomp of joy the happy well may /pare !) 

Tit love uvfeign'd, andconfeious honor led 

VChefpotkfo virgin to the bridal bed : 

Rid >tbo'dc(po\Ydoj r all her little ft$re\ 

for wbojballkize fair virtue's better doufr t 

« * ~ » * * * 

A I R II. 

Bteft withfenfe, with temper bUfi % 

Wifdom o'er thy lips prefides\ 
Y'trtue guards tbygerCrous breafl> 

Kindnefs all thy affions guides. 

A i *; 
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A i * III. 

Ev*ry hme-ftlt blifs is mine* 
Etfrym*tron-gr§ceistbmet 
Cbajte department* artlefs mien* 
Cmvtrfiftvtcty and heart fcrene. 

finks myjeut with tlmy paint 
See* Jbefmites l—Xisjey again : 
Swells apqffien in my brcaft ? 
Hark, fit fpuks land all i*r$. 

Oft as clonk WSf P**b$ e'erjpread 
{Doubtful where my jteps Jbould tread) 
She, with judgments fteddj ray* 
Marks* afidfineotifs* *h ^ter wgr« 

Chief anmjzft ten thoi^andpn* 
Worthy* faered Ifynen! thee. 

While fach are the fenrimente which 
I entertain of my Gleora, can I find myfelf 
obliged to be thus diitant from her, with- 
out the higheft regret ? The truth, believe 
me, is, tho* both the company and the fcene 
wherein I am engaged, are extremely agreed- 
able, yet I find a vacancy in my happinefs, 
which none but you can fill up. Surely 
thofe who have recommended thefe little 
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fcparations as neccffary to revive the languor 
of the married ftate, have ill underftofcd its 
moft refined gratifications : there is no fa- 
tiety in the mutual exchange of tender 
offices. 

There feems to have been a time, when. 
a happinefs of this kind was confidered as 
the higheft glory, as well as the fupreme 
bleffing of human life, Sevferal conjugal in* 
fcriptions upon the fepulchral monuments 
of antient Rome are dill extant ; whith, 
inftead of running out iiito a pompous pa* 
negyric upon the virtues of the deceafed, 
mention fingly, as the moft fignificfcnt of 
encomiums, how many years the parties 
lived together in full and uninterrupted 
harmony. The Romans, indeed, in this* as 
in many other inftances, afford the moft re- 
markable examples ; and it is an obfervatioft 
of one of their writers, that, notwithftand* 
ing divorces might very eafily be obtained 
among them, their republic had fubfifted 
many centuries before there was a fingle 
inftance of that privilege ever having been 
exerted. Thus, my Cleora, you fee, how- 
ever unfafhionable I may appear in the pre- 
fent generation, I might have been kept in 

M countc- 
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countenance in a former; and by thofe 
too, who had as much true gallantry and 
good-fenfe as one ufually mgeta with in 
this.— But affe&ion* which are founded in 
truth and nature ftand not in need of any 
precedent to fupport them ; and I efteem 
it my honor no lefs than my happinefs, 
that I am, &c. 



LETTER XXXVI. 

To Clytander. 

DID you imagine I was really in earneft 
when I talked of quitting *** and 
withdrawing from thofe gilded profpeda 
which ambition had once fo ftrongly fet in 
my view ? But my vows, you fee, are not 
in the number of thofe which are made to 
be broken : for the retreat I had long me-i 
ditated, is now, at laft, happily executed* 
To fay truth, my friend, the longer I lived 
in the high fcenes of action, the more I 
was convinced that nature had not form- 
ed me for bearing a part in them : and 
tho' I was once fo unexperienced in the 
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Ways of the world as to believe I had ta- 
lents* as I was fufe I had inclination, to 
f$rv$ i#y country, yet every day's converfe- 
tion contributed to wean me by degrees 
from that flattering delufion* 

How indeed could a man hope to reader 
himfelf acceptable to the various parties 
which divide our nation, who profefles it 
^s his principle, that there is no ftriking 
wholly into the meafures of any, without 
renouncing either one's fenfe or one's inte- 
grity ? and yet, as the world is at prefent 
conftituted, it is fcarce poflible, I fear, to 
do any good in one's generation (in public 
life I mean) without lifting under fom$ or 
other of thofe various banners, which di* 
ftinguifh the feveral corps in thefe our poli- 
tical warfares. To thofe, therefore* who 
may have curiofity enough to enter into my 
concerns, and aik a reafon for my quitting 
the town, I anfwer, in the words of the 
hiftorian, Civitatis mofum tadet pigetque* 
-*— But I am wandering from the purpofe 
of my letter, which was not fo much to 
juftify my retreat, as to incline you to foU 
low me into it : to follow me, 1 mean, as 
a vifitor only j for I love my country too 

Ma well 



Digitized 



by Google 



164 LETTER XXXVL 

well to call you off from thofe great fer- 
vices you are capable of doing her. 

I have pitched my tent upon a fpot 
Which I am perfuaded will not difpleafe 
you. My villa (if you will allow me to 
call by that fine name, what, in truth, is no 
better than a neat farm-houfe) is fituated 
upon a gentle rife, which commands a fhort, 
tho' agreeable view of about three miles in 
circumference. This is bounded on the 
north by a ridge of hills, which afford me 
at once both a fecure flicker and a beauti* 
ful profpeft j for they are as well cultivated 
as the moft fertile vallies. In the front 
of my houfe, which ftands fouth-eaft* I 
have a view of the river that runs, at the 
diftance of fomewhat left than a quarter of 
a mile, at the end of my grounds; and after 
making feveral windings and returns, feems 
to lofe itfelf at the foot, of thofe hills I juft 
now mentioned. As for my garden, I am 
obliged to nature for its chief beauties ; hav- 
ing no other (except a fmall fpot which I 
have allotted for the purpofes of my table) 
but what the fields and meadows afford* 
Thefe, however, I have embellifhed with 
fome care, having intermixed among the 
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hedges all the feveral forts of flowering 
(hrubs. 

But I muft not forget to mention what 
I look upon to be the principal ornament 
of the pkce 5 as indeed I do not recoiled 
to have feen any thing of the kind in our 
Englifh plantations. I have covered a fmall 
Ipot with different forts of ever-greens, 
many of which are of a fpecies not very 
ufual in our country. This little plantation 
I have branched out into various labyrinth- 
walks, which are all terminated by a fmall 
temple in the centre. I have a double advan- 
tage from this artificial wood : for it not only 
affords me a very fhady retreat in fummer, 
but, as it is fituated oppofite to my library, 
fupplies me in winter with a perfpedive of 
the moft agreeable verdure imaginable. 

What heightens the relifh of this re- 
tirement, is the company of my Cleora \ 
as indeed many of the beft improvements 
I have made in it, are owing to hints which 
I have received from her exquifite tafte and 
judgment. She will rejoice to receive you 
as her gueft here ; and has given it me in 
charge to remind you, that you have pro- 
mifed to be fo. As the bufinefs of parlia- 
M 3 ment 
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jnent is now drawing to a conclufion, I may 
Urge this to you without any imputation 
upon my patriotism; tho 1 at the fame time 
I mud add, I make a very confiderable fa- 
crifice of private intercft whenever I refigu 
you for the fake of the public. Adieu * 



LETTER XXXVJf • 

To JIORTENS J 8. 

• 

ARE you aware, Hortenfius, how far I 
may miljead you, when you are wilU 
jng to refign yourfelf to my guidance, thro 1 
the regions of criticifm ? Remember, how* 
ever, that I take the Jead in t^efe paths, nof 
in confidence of my own fuperior Hnowledgs 
q{ them, but in compliancy with a requeft, 
which I never yet knew hpw tp refufe. In 
ihort, JJprtenfius, I give you my fentitoents, 
becaufe it is ijxy fentiments you require: but 
J give them at the f^me time rather as ♦ 
4oubts than decifion$. 

After having thus acknowledged my 
jnfufficiency for the office you have afligned 
pie, I will venture to copfefs that the poet 

Wh9 
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Hfrhb has gain'd over your approbation, has 
been far lefs fuccefsful with mine. I have 
ever thought, with a very celebrated modern 
writer, that 

he tiers le mieux rempli, la plus noble penfie 
Ne peut plaire a Njprit, quand foreille eft 
bkjfk* Boileau. 

Thus tho' I admit there is both wk in the 
*aftlery> and ftrength in the fcntimerits of 
your friend's mofai epiftle, ii by ho means 
falls in with thofe notions I have formed to 
myfelf, concerning the eflential requisites 
in compositions of thie kind,. He fecms, 
indeed, to hive widely deviated from the 
model he profeffes to have had in view, 
.and is no more like Horace, thaft Hyperion 
to a Satyr. His deficiency in jtoi'nt of ver- 
ification, not to mention his w f ant of ele- 
gance in the general manner of his poem, 
is fufficient todeftrby the pretended refem- 
blance. Nothing, in truth, can be more 
-abfurd, than to write in poetical meafure, 
and yet negle&. harmony; as of all the 
kirtds of falfe ftyle, that whith is neither 
profe nor verfe, but I know not what in- 
artificial combination of powerlefs words 
M 4 bordered 
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bordered with rhyme, is far, furcly, tho 
moft infufferable. 

But you are of opinion, I perceive (and 
it is an opinion in which you are not Angu- 
lar) that a negligence of this kind may be 
justified by the authority of the Roman fa-* 
tirift : yet ftirely thofe who entertain that 
notion, have not thoroughly attended either 
to the precepts or the practice of Horace. 
He has attributed, I confefs, his fatirica] 
eompofition to the infpiration of a certain 
Mufe, whom he diftinguiihes by the title 
of the K Mufa pede/iris ; and it is this expref* 
lion winch feems to have milled the gene- 
rality of his imitators. But tho* he will 
not allow her to fly, he by no means intends 
{he fhould creep; on the contrary, it may 
be faid of the Mufe 6£ Horace, as of th$ 
Eve of Milton, that 

grace h in all her fief $ % 

That this was the idea which Horace him* 
felf had of her, L is evident, not only from 
the general air which prevails in his iatires 
and epiftles,butfromfeveral exprefs declara- 
tions, which he lets fall in his progrefs thro* 
them. Even when he fpeaks of her in h^s 
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greateft fits of modefty, and dcfcribcs her 
as exhibited in his own moral writings, he 
particularly infifts upon the eafe and har- 
mony of her motions. Tho' he humbly dis- 
claims, indeed, all pretenfions to the higher 
poetry, the acerfpiritus et vis, as he calls it; 
he reprefents his ftyle as being governed by 
the tempora cert a modofque, as flowing with a 
certain regular and agreeable cadence. Ac- 
cordingly we find him particularly condem- 
ning* his predeceflbr Lucilius for the diflb- 
nance of his numbers ; and he profefles to 
have made the experiment, whether the 
fame kind of moral fubje&s might not b$ 
treated in more {oft 'and eafy meafures : 

Quid vetat et no/met Lucilt fcripta legentes, 
guarere num illius, num rerum dura negari(\ 
Verjiculos natura magisfaSlos et euntes 
fdollius ? 

The truth is, a tuneful cadence is the fingle 
prerogative of poetry which he pretends to 
claim to his writings of this kind : and fo 
far is he from thinking it uneflential, that 
he acknowledged it as the only feparation 
which diftinguifhes them from profe. If 
that were once to be broken down, and 
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the mufical order of his words deftroyed, 
there would not, he tells us, be the leaft ap- 
pearance of poetry remaining : 

No* 

Inventus etiam iisjeSti membra foita. 

However, when he delivers himfelf in this 
humble (train, he is not, you will obferve, 
fketching out a plan of this fpecies of poe- 
try in general * but (peaking merely of his 
own performances in particular. His de- 
mands rife much higher, when he informs 
us what he experts of thofe, who would 
fucceed ib compositions of this morai kind* 
He then not only requires flowing numbers, 
but an expreflion eoncife and unittcuifrber- 
ei; wit exerted With good-breeding, and 
managfed with referve ; as upon fome occa* 
lions the fentiments may be enforced With 
all the ftrength of eloquence and poetry: 
and tho' in particular parts the piece may 
appear with a more ferious and folemn caft 
of coloring, yet upon the whole he tells us, 
it muft be lively and riant. This I take to 
be his meaning in the following paflage : 
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Eft brenritate epus $ ut currat fertientia, neuji 
fmpediat verbis Iqffas ehterantibus cures ; 
Efjermone opus eft tnodo trtfti 9 fapejocojb, 
pefendenfe vtcetn tnodo rbetoris vtpte foe tit % 
interdutn urbani, parcentis vtribus atyae' 
Extenukntheas conjulto. 

Such, then, was the notion which rtoracfc 
had of this kind of Writing. And if there 
4s any propriety in thefe his rules* if they 
are founded on the truth of tafte and art; 
I fear the performance in queftion, with 
ntrmbcrlefs others of the faipae ftamp (which 
have not however wanted admirers) knuft 
inevitably ftand condemned, The truth of 
jt is, moft of the pieces which are ufually 
produced upon this plan, rather give one 
an image of t,ucilius, than of Horace : the 
authors of them feem to miftake the auk* 
ward negligence t)f the favorite of Scipio t 
for the eafy air of the friend of M*ceiias, 

You will ftill .teH me, perhaps, thattho 
example of Horace himfelf is an unanfwer* 
able objection to the notion I have embra- 
ced ; as there are numberlefs lines in his 
fatires and epiftles, where the verfification 
i§ evidently riegle&ed, But are you fure, 
., {lortenfius, J 
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Hortenfius, that thofc lines which found fo 
unharmonious to a modern ear, had the 
fame effedt upon a Roman one ? For my- 
felf, at leaft, I am much inclined to believe 
the contrary : and it feems highly incredi- 
ble, that he who had ventured to cenfure 
Lucilius for theuncouthnefs of his numbers, 
ihould himfelf be notorioufly guilty of the 
very fault againft which he fo ftrongly ex- 
claims. Mod certain it is that the delicacy 
of the ancients with refpeft to numbers, 
was far fuperior to any thing that modern 
tafte can pretend to; and that they difco- 
vered differences, which are to us abfolute- 
ly imperceptible. To mention only one re- 
markable inftance : A very ancient writer 
has obferved upon the following verfe in 
Virgil, 

Arma virumque cano % Troja qui primus ab 
oris j 

that if inftead of primus we were to pro- 
nounce it primis (is being long, and us 
fliort) the entire harmony of the line 
would be deftroyed. But whofe ear is now 
fo exquifitely fenfible, as to perceive the 
diftin&ion between thofe two quantities ? 

Some 
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Some refinement of this kind might pro- 
bably give mufic to thofe lines in Horace, 
which now feem fo untuneable. 

In fubjefts of this nature it is not pof- 
fible, perhaps, to exprefs one* s ideas in any 
very precife and determinate manner. I 
will only therefore in general obferve with* 
refpeft to the requifite ftyle of thefe per- 
formances, that it confifts in a natural eafe 
of expreffion, an elegant familiarity of 
phr&fe, which tho* formed of the mod ufual 
terms of language, has yet a grace and ener- 
gy no lefs flriking than that of a more ele- 
vated di&ion. There is a certain lively 
coloring peculiar to compofitions in this 
way, which, without being fo bright and 
glowing as is neceflary for the higher poetry, 
is neverthelefs equally removed from what- 
ever appears harfli and dry. But particular 
inftances will perhaps better illuftrate my 
meaning, than any thing I can farther fay 
to explain it. There is fcarce a line in the 
moral epiftles of Mr. Pope, which might 
not be produced for this purpofe. I choofe, 
however, to lay before you the following 
verfes, not as preferring them to many others 
which might be quoted from that inimit- 
able 
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able fatarift; hut- as they afford me an o|fc 
partunity of comparing them with a vem 
fion of the.fame original lines, of which they 
-are an imitation y and, by that means, of 
(hewing you at one view what I conceive is 
and is not, in the true manner of Horace : 

• 

Peace is my dear deligbt, — not Fleury's more} 
But touch me, and no minifter fo fore : : 
Whoe'er offends, atfome unlucky time, 
Slides into verfe, and bitches, in. a rhyme ; 
Sacred to ridicuhbis whole life long, 
And the fad burden of. fome merry Jong. 

I will refer you to your dwn memory for 
the Latin paflkge, from whence Mr. Pope 
has taken the general hint of thefe verfes * 
and content myfelf Witji adding a tranfla- 
tion of the lines from Horace by another 
hand : . 

Behold me blamelefs bard, how fond of peace I 
But he who hurts me (nay, I will be heard) 
Had better take a lion by the*bearJ; f 
His eyesjhallweep the folly of his tongue, 
By laughing crotfds in rueful ballad fung. 

There is a ftrength and fpirit in the former 
of thefe paflages, and aflatnefs and languor 
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ijX the Utter, which cannot fail of being dif- 
cpyci»4 hy every reader Qf the lead delica- 
cy Q^fcernoiept: and yet the words which, 
cft^pofje them both, are equally founding 
and figmficajrrt. The rules then, which I 
juft now mentioned from Horace, will 
point out the real caufe of the different ef- 
fects which thefe two paflages produce in 
qur minds ; as the paflages themfelves will 
ferve to confirm the truth and juftice of tha 
rules. In the lines from Mr. Pope, one of 
the principal beauties will be found to con- 
fift in the fhortnefs of the expreflion y 
whereas the fentiments in the other are toot 
much incumbered with wpjrdft. Thus, for 
fcftance, 

Teape u my dear delight 9 

is plpafing, becaufc it is concife* as 

Behold me blamelefs bard, how fond of peace ! 

is, in companion of the former, the verity 
laffas merantia aures. Another diftinguilh- 
ing perfe&Jon in the imitator of Horace* 
is that fpirit of gaiety which he has diffus- 
ed thro* thefe lines, not to mention thofe 
happy, tho* familiar, images of Jliding in- 
to 
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toverfe, and bitching in a rhyme; which 
can never be fufficiently admired. But the 
tranflator, on the contrary, has caft too fe- 
nous an air over his numbers, and appears 
with an emotion and earneftnefs that difap- 
points the force of his fatire : 

Nay I will be beard, 

lias the mien of a man in a paffion j and 

His eyes Jhall weep tbe folly of bis tongue, 

tho' a good line in itfelf, is much too fo- 
lemn and tragical for the undifturbed plea- 
fantry of Horace. 

But I need not enter more minutely 
into an examination of thefe pafiages. The 
general hints I have thrown out in this let- 
ter will fuffice to (hew you wherein I ima- 
gine the true manner of Horace confifts. 
And after all, perhaps, it can no more be 
explained, than acquired, by rules of art. It 
is what true genius can only execute, and 
juft taile alone difcover. I am, &c. * 
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Letter xxxviit 

2# ibi famii 

YOtJR admired pfoet, I remember, 
foJhewhere lays it down as a maxim* 
that 

tfbe proper Judy of mankind is man* 

"Inhere cannot, indeed; be a more ufeful, 
rior, one flhould imagine* a mote eafy fci- 
cricc ; to many leflbns of this kind are every 
moment forcing thfimfelves upon our oh- 
fervatioh, that it fhotald feem fcarce poffibie 
not to be well acquainted with the various 
turrig and difpofitions of the human Heart* 
And yet there are fo few who are really 
adepts in this article, that to fay of a man, 
he knows the World* Is generally efttemed 
a compliment of the moit fignificant kind. 
The reafon, perftapsy of the general ig- 
norance which prevails in this fort of know- 
ledge, may arifefrom our judging too much 
fry univerfal principles. Whereas there i* 
N *mm* 
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a wonderful difparity in mankind, and num- 
berlefs. characters exift which cannot pro- 
perly be reduced to any regular and fixed 
ftandard. Monfieur fofchal obferves,- that 
the greater fagacity any man poflefles, the 
rtore originals he wilt difcern among his 
f^ecies $ as it is the remark of Sir William 
Temple, that no nation under the fun a- 
bounds with fo many as our own. Plu- 
tarch, if 1 remember right, h of opinion, 
that there is a wid$r difference between the, 
individuals of our own kind* than what is 
dbfervable between creatures of a feparate 
order; while Montaigne (who feems to 
have known human nature perfe&fy well) 
fhppofes the diftance to be (till itoore re- 
itaote, and afferts that the difrindlion is much 
greater between man and man,, than be- 
tween man and beaft. " * 

The comic wfitehs have not, I think, 
taken all' the advantage they might of thft 
infinite diverfity of humor in the human 
raee. A judicious obferver of the world 
might fingle out abundant materials for ri- 
dicule,, without having recourfe to thofe, 
worn-out charafters which are for ever re- 
turning upon the ftage/ If I were ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with any genius in this clafs of 
writers, I think I could furnifli him with 
an original, which, if artfully reprcfcnted 
and conaedtcd with pr6per incidents, might 
be very fuccefsfully introduced into comedy. 
The perfon I have ia view is my neighbor 
Stilotes. 

Stilotes in his youth was efleemed 
to have good fenfe and a tolerable tafte for 
letters; as he gained fome reputation at the 
Univerfity in the exercifes ufual at that 
place. But as foon as he was freed from 
the reftraint of tutors, the natural reftleff- 
nefs of his temper broke out, and he has 
never, from that time to this, applied him- 
felf for half an hour together to any fingle 
purfuit. He is extremely adtive in his dif- 
polition ; but his whole life is one inceflant 
whirl of trifles. He rifes, perhaps, with a 
full intent of amufing himfelf all the 
morning with his gun ; but before he has 
got half the length of a field, he recollects 
that he owes a vifit, which he mud in- 
flantly pay: accordingly his horfe is fad- 
died, and.he fcts out. But in his way he re- 
members that he has not given proper or- 
ders about fuch a flower, and he muft ah* 
N 2 folutely 
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fohitcly return, or the whole economy of 
hip nurfery will be ruined. Thus, in what- 
ever a&ion you find him engaged, you 
may be fure it is the very reverfe of what 
he propofed. Yet with all this quicknefs 
of tranfition and vivacity of fpirits, he is 
fo indolent in every thing that has the air 
of bufinefs, that he is at leaft two or three 
months before he can perfuade himfelf to 
open any letter he receives : and from the 
fame difpofition, he has fufFered the divi- 
dends of his flocks to run on for many 
years without receiving a {hilling of the in- 
tereft. Stilotes is pofleffed of an eftate in 
Dorfetfliire, but that being the place where 
his chief bufinefs lies, he choofes conftantly 
to refide with a friend near London. This 
perfon fubmits to his humor and his com- 
pany, in hopes that Stilotes will confider him 
in his will: but it is more than poffible, that 
he will never endure the fatigue of figning 
one. However, having here every thing 
provided for him but clothes and pocket- 
money, he lives perfe&ly to his fatisfaftion, 
in full employment without any real bu- 
finefs j and while thofe who look after his 
eftate take care to fupply him with fuffi- 
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ckittto anfwer thofe two articles, he is en- 
tirely unconcerned as to all the reft : tho', 
when he is difpofqi to appear more than 
ordinarily important, he will gravely ha- 
rangue upon the roguery of ftewards, and 
complain that his rents will fcarce maintain 
him in powder and (hot half the partridge 
feafon. In fhort, Stilotes is one of the moft 
extraordinary compounds of indolence and 
a&ivity that I ever met with; and as I 
Jcnow you have a tafte for curiofities, I 
prefent you with his character as a rarity 
that ''merits a place in your colle&ion* 
Adieu . 



LETTER XXXIX, 

7* Phidippus, 

TIS well, my friend, that the age of 
transformation is no more : other- 
wife I fhould tremble for your fevere at- 
tack upon the Mufes, and cxpeft to fee the 
ftory of your metamorphorfis embellifh the 
poetical miracles of fome modern Ovid. 
But it is long fince the fate of the PiSri- 
des has gained any credit in the world, and 

N 3 * you 



Digitized 



by Google 



182 LETTER XXXIX* 

you may now, in full fecurity, contemn 
the divinities 6f ParnafTus, and fpeak irre- 
verently of the daughters of Jove himfelf. 
You fee, neverthelefs, How highly the an • 
tients conceived of them, when they thus 
reprefented them as the offspring of the great 
father of gods and men. You rejed, I 
know, this article of the heathen creed : 
but I may venture, however, to afiert, that 
philofophy will confirm what fable has thus 
invented, and that the Mufes are, in ftridt 
truth, of heavenly extraction* 

The charms of the fine arts are, indeed, 
literally derived from the author of all na- 
ture, and founded in the original frame and 
conftitution of the human mind. Accord- 
ingly, the general principles of tajie are 
common to our whole fpecies, and arife 
from that internal fenfe of beauty which 
every man, in fome degree at leaft, evi- 
dently poffefles. No rational mind can be 
fo wholly void of all perceptions of this 
fort, as to be capable of contemplating the 
various obje&s that furround him, with 
one equal coldnefs and indifference. There 
are certain forms which muft neceflarily fill 
the foul with agreeable ideas 3 and flic is in- 
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ftantly determined in her approbation of 
them, previous to all reasoning concerning 
their uf<? and convenience. It is upon thcfe 
general principles, that what is called fine 
tafte in the arts is Founded} and confequentr 
ly is by no means fo precarious and unfettled 
an idea as you choofe todefcribeit.The truth 
is, tafte is nothing more than this univer- 
fal fenfe of beauty, rendered more exquifite 
by genius, and more correct by cultivation i 
and it is from the fimple and original ideas 
of this fort, that the mind learns to form 
her judgment of the higher and more com- 
plex kinds. Accordingly, the whole circle 
of the imitative and oratorical arts is go- 
verned by the fame general rules of criti- 
cifm ; aad to prove the certainty of theft 
with refpedt to any one of them, is to 
eftablifli their validity with regard to all the 
reft. I will therefore confidcr the criterion 
of tafte in relation only to fine writing. 

Each fpecies of compofition has its di* 
ftindfc perfe&ions : and it would require a 
much larger compafs than? a letter affords, 
to prove their refpe&ive beauties to be de- 
rived from truth and nature $ and confe- 
quently reducible to a regular and precife 
N 4 ftandard. 
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ftandard. I will only mention therefore 
thofe general properties which arc cflential 
to tbcm all, and without which they muft 
$eceflarily bedcfedivc in their fevcral kinds. 
Thefe, I think, may be comprehended un- 
der uniformity in the defign, variety and 
refemblance in the metaphors and fimili- 
fudes, together with propriety and harmony 
in the di&ion. Now fome or all o£ thefe 
qualities constantly attend our ideas of beau- 
ty, and neceflarily raife that agreeable per- 
ception of the mind, in what objeft foever 
they appear. The charms pf fii^e cqmpo- 
fition then, are fo far from exiftiqg only 
in the heated imagination of an enthufiaftic 
admirer, that they refult from the conftitu- 
tion of nature herfelf. And perhaps the 
principles of criticifm are as certain and in- 
difputable, even as thofeof the mathematics. 
Thus, for inftance, that order is preferable 
to confufion, that harmony is more pleaf- 
ing than diflbnance, with fome few other 
axioms upon which the fcience is built; are 
truths which flrike at once upon the mind 
with the fame force of convi&ion, as that 
the whole is greater than any of its parts, or, 
that if from" equals you take a^ay equals, 
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the remainder will be equal. And in both 
cafes, the proportions which reft upon thejfe 
plain and obvious maxims, feem equally 
capable of the fame evidence of demon* 
ftration. 

But as every intellectual, as well as 
animal faculty is improved and ftrengthen- 
ed by exercife; the more the foul exerts this 
her internal fenfe of beauty upon any par* 
ticular obje&, the more (he will enlarge 
and refine her reliih of that peculiar fpecies. 
For this reafon the works of thofe great 
matters, whofe performances have been 
long and generally admired, fupply a far-* 
ther criterion of fine tafte, equally fixed 
and certain as that which is immediately 
derived from nature herfelf. The truth 
is, fine writing is only the art of railing 
agreeable fenfations of the inteile&ual kind; 
and therefore, as by examining thofe ori- 
ginal forms which are adapted to awaken 
this perceptioi) iji the mind, we learn what 
thofe qualities are, which conftitute beauty 
in general j fo by obfervihg the peculiar con- 
ftruftion of thofe compofitions of genius 
which have always pleafed, we perfcdt our 
idea of fine writing in particular. It is this 

united 
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united approbation, in perfbns of different 
nges and of various chara&crs and languages, 
that Longinus has made the ted of the true 
Sublime; and he might with equal juftice 
have extended the fame criterion to all the 
inferior excellencies of elegant composition. 
Thus the deference paid to the performances 
of the great mailers of antiquity, is fixed 
upon juft and folid reafons : it is not be* 
caufe Ariftotle and Horace have given us 
the rules of criticifm, that we fubmit to 
their authority 9 it is bccaufe thofe rules 
ire derived from works which have been 
diftinguifhed by the uninterrupted admira- 
tion of all the more improved part of man* 
kind from their earlieft appearance down 
to this prefent hour. For whatever, thro' 
a long feries of ages, has been univerfally 
efteemed as beautiful, cannot but be con* 
formable to our juft and natural ideas of 
beauty. 

The opposition, however, which fome* 
times divides the opinions of thofe whofe 
judgments may be fuppofed equal aad per* 
fed, is urged as a powerful obje&ion againft 
the reality of a fixed canon of criticifm : 
it is a proof, you think, that after all which 
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can be faid of fine tafte, it muft ultimately 
be refolved into the peculiar relifh of each 
individual. But this diverfity of fentimentt 
will not, of itfelf, deftroy the evidence of 
the criterion} fince the fame effect may 
be produced by numberlefs other caufes. 
A thoufand accidental circuraftances may 
concur in counteracting the force of the 
rule, even allowing it to be ever fo fixed 
and invariable, when left in its free and un- 
influenced ftate. Not to mention that falfc 
biafs which party or perfonal diflike may 
fix upon the mind, the moft unprejudiced 
critic will find it diflfcult to difengage him* 
felf entirely from thofe partial affections 
in favor of particular beauties, to which ei- 
ther the general courfe of his ftudies, of 
the peculiar caft of his temper, may have 
rendered him moft fenfible. But as per- 
fection in any works of genius refults from 
the united beauty and propriety of its fe- 
veral diftincl parts, and as it is impoffible 
that any human compofition fhould poflefs 
all thofe qualities in their higheft and moft 
fovereign degree; the mind, when me 
pronounces judgment upon any piece of this 
fort,isaptto decide of its merit, as thofe cir- 
cumftances 
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cumftances which (he mod admires, either 
prevail or are deficient. Thus, for inftance, 
the excellency of the Roman matters in 
painting, confifts in beauty of defign, no- 
blenefs of attitude, and delicacy of expref- 
fion i but the charms of good coloring are 
wanting. On the contrary, the Venetian 
fchool is faid to have negle&ed defign a 
little too much ; but at the fame time has 
been more attentive to the grace and har- 
mony of well-difpofed lights and (hades. 
Now it will be admitted by all admirers of 
this noble art, that no compofition of the 
pencil can be perfect, where either of thefe 
qualities are abfent; yet the moft accom- 
plifhed judge may be fe particularly /truck 
with one or other of thefe excellencies, in 
preference to the reft, as to be influenced 
in his cenfure or applaufe of the whole 
tablature, by the predominancy or deficien- 
cy of his favorite beauty. Something of this 
kind (where the meaner prejudices do not 
operate) is ever, I am perfuaded, the oc- 
cafion of that diverfity of fentences which 
we occafionally hear pronounced by the 
moft improved judges, on the fame piece. 
But this only (hews, that much caution is 

neceffary 
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neceflary to give a 6ne tafteits full and nn- 
obftruded effect j Hot that it is in itfclf un- 
certain and precarious. I am, &c. 

LETTER XL. 

To Palamedes. 

YOUR refolution to decline thofe over- 
tures of acquaintance which Mezen- 
tius, it feems, has lately made to you, is 
agreeable to the refined principles which 
have ever influenced your condud. A mail 
of your elegant notions of ihtegrity will ob- 
ferve the fame delicacy with refpedt to his 
companions, as Csefar did with regard to 
his wife, and refufe all commerce with per- 
fons even but of fufpe&ed honor. It would 
not, indeed, be doing juftice to Mezentius, 
to reprefent him in that number * for thef 
his hypocrify has preferved to him fome few 
fiiends, and his immenfe wealth draws af- 
ter him many followers, the world in gene- 
ral are by no means divided in their fend- 
roents concerning him. 

But whilft you can have his prAure 
from fo many better haiids, why are you 

deiirou* 
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defirous of feeing it by mine ? It is a pain- 
ful employment to contemplate human na- 
ture in its deformities ; as there is nothing, 
perhaps, more difficult than to execute a 
portrait of the charafteriftical kind with 
ftrength and fpirit. However, fince you 
have affigned me the tafk, I do not think 
joayfelf at liberty torefuic it ; efpeeially as it 
is your hitereft to fee him delineated in his 
true form. 

Mezentius, with the defigns and ar- 
tifice of a Catiline, affeds the integrity and 
patriotifm of a Cato, Liberty, juftice, and 
honor, we words which he knows perfectly 
well how t<y apply with addrefs; and hav- 
ing them always ready upon proper occa- 
fions, he conceals the blacked purpofes un- 
der the faireft appearances. For void, aa 
in truth he is, of every worthy principle, 
he has too much policy not to pretend to 
the nobleft ; well knowing, that counter- 
feit virtues are the moft fuccefsful vices* It 
is by arts of this kind, that notwithftand- 
ing he has (hewn himfelf unreftrained by 
the moft facred engagements of fociety, 
and uninfluenced by the moft tender affec- 
tions of nature, he has ftill been able to 
* retain 
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retain fomc degree of credit in the world r 
for he never facrifices his honor to his inte- 
reft, that he does not, in fome lefs confider- 
able, but more open inftance, make a con- 
ceffion of his intcrcft to his honor; and 
thus, while he finks his character on one 
fide, very artfully raifes it on the other. 
Accordingly, under pretence of the moft 
fcrupulous delicacy of confeience, he lately 
refigned a poft which he held under my. 
lord Godolphin ; when at the fame time 
he was endeavoring, by the moft fbamelefs 
artifices and evafions, to deceive and defraud 
a friend of mine in one of the moft folemti 
and important tranfa&ions that can pafs be- 
tween man and man. 

But will you not fufped that I am dc- 
fcribing a phantom of my own imagina- 
tion, when I tell you after this, that he has 
erefted himfelf into a reformer of manners, 
and is fo injudicioufly officious as to draw 
the inquiry of the world upon his own 
morals, by attempting to expofe the defeds 
of others ? A man who ventures publicly 
to point out the blemifhes of his contem- 
poraries, fhould at lead be free from any 
uncommon ftain himfelf, and have nothing 

remarkably 
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remarkably dark in the complexion of hia 
own private character. Bat Mezentius, 
not fatisfied with being vitious, has at length 
determined to be ridiculous; and after hav- 
ing wretchedly fquandered his youth and 
his patrimony in riot and diflblutenefs, is 
contemptibly mif-fpending his old age jit* 
mcafuring impotent fyllabies, and dealing 
out pointlefs abufe. I am, &c* 



, LETTER XLL 

To O R O N T E S< 

Wti AT haughty Sacharina has put you" 
out of humour with her whole fex j 
for it is fome difappointment, t fufpe&, 
of the tender kind, that has thus fharp- 
.ened the edge of your fatire, and pointed 
its inve&ive againft the fairer half of our 
fpecics? You were not miftaken, however* 
when you fuppofed I (hould prove no con- 
vert to your do&rine; but rife up as an ad^ 
vocate, where I profefs my felf an admirer. 
I am not, 'tis true, altogether of old Mon- 
taigne's opinion, that the fouls of both faxes 
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Jbhijettez (as he expreffes it) enmefmemouks t 
on, the contrary, I am willing enough to join, 
with ydu in thinking, that they may be 
Wrought off from different models. Yet 
the cafts may be equally perf&ftj tho' it 
Should be allowed that they are effentially 
different/ Nature j it is certain, has traced 
out a fepafate courfe of adtion for the two 
faxes ; arid as they are appointed to diftinfl: 
offices of life, it is riot improbable that there 
may be fomething diftindt liktewife in the 
frame of their minds i that there may be a 
kind of ffcx in the very foul. 

I cannot therefore but wonder* that 
Plato fhould have thought it reafonable td 
admit them into ah equal (hare of the dig- 
hities and offices of his imaginary com- 
monwealth ; and that the wifdom of the 
kntient Egyptians ihould have fo ftrangely 
inverted the evident intentions of Providence* 
las fo confine the men to domeftic affairs, 
whilft the women, it is faidj -were engaged 
abroad in the a&ive and laborious fcenes of 
bufiriefsi Hiftory, it muff be owned, will 
fupply fome few female inftances of all the 
moft mafculine virtues : but appearances 
of that extraordinary kind are too uncom- 
O mon, 
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mon to fupport the notion of a general equa- 
lity in the natural powers bf their minds. , 

Thus much, however* fqems evident* 
that there are certaia moral boundaries 
which nature has drawn between the two 
fexes, and that neither of them can paia 
over the limits of the other, without equally 
deviating from the beauty and decorum of 
their refpe&ive characters : Boadicea in ar-* 
mor is, to me at leaft, as extravagant a fight 
as Achilles in petticoats. 

In determining, therefore, the compa- 
rative merit of the tWo fexes, it is no dero^ 
gation from female excellency, that it dif- 
fers in kind from that which diftinguiftie* 
the male part of our fpecies. And if in 
general it fhall be found (what, upon art 
impartial enquiry, I believe, will moil cer- 
tainly be found) that women fill up their 
appointed circle of a&ion with greater regu* 
larky and dignity than men; the claim of 
preference cannot juftly be decided in our 
favor. In the prudential and (Economical 
parts of life, I think it undeniable that they 
rife far above us. And if true fortitude of 
mind is beft difcovered by a cheerful refign- 
ation to the meafure* of Providence, we 

fhall 
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&all not find reafon, perhaps, to claim that 
moft Angular of the human virtues as our 
peculiar privilege. There are numbers of 
the other fex, who, from the natural deli- 
cacy of their conftitution, pafs thro' one 
continued fcene of fuffering, from their cra- 
dles to their graves, with a firmnefs of re- 
folution that would deferve fo many ftatues 
to be erefted to th$ir memories, if heroifm 
were not eftimated more by the fplendor 
than the merit of actions. 
' But whatever real difference thefe may 
be between the moral or intellectual powers 
of the male and female mrad 5 nature does 
not feem to have marked the dtftmftion fo 
ftrofcgly as our vanity is willing to imagine : 
and after all, perhaps, education will be 
found toconftitute the principal fuperiority. 
It muft be acknowledged, at icaft, that ia 
this article we have every advantage over 
the fofter fex, that art and induftry can 
poffibly fecure to us. The moft animating 
examples of Greece and Rome are fet before 
us, as early as we are capable of any t>b- 
fervaiion * and the noblcft competitions of 
the antients are given- into our hands, al- 
moft as foon as we have ftrength to hold 
O 2 them: 
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them : while the employments of the other 
fex, at the fame period of life, are generally 
the reverfe of every thipg that can open 
and enlarge their minds, or fill them with 
juft and rational notions. The truth of it 
is, female education is fo much worfe than 
none, as it is betterto leave the mind to its 
natural and uninftrudted fuggeftions* than 
to lead it into falfe purfults, and contract its 
views, by turning them upon ,the lowed 
and moft trifling obje&s. We feem, in- 
deed, by the manner in which we fuffer 
the youth of that fex to be trained, to con- 
fider women agreeably to the opinion of 
certain Mahometan doctors, and treat them 
as if we believed they have no fouls : why 
elfe are they 

fired only and completed to the tafte 
Of lujiful appetence, tojtng* to dance ; 
To dre/s, andtrbule the tongue, and route the 
eye? Milt* 

This ftrange negleft of cultivating the 
female mind, can hardly be allowed as good 
policy, when it is confidered how much the 
intereft of fociety ij. concerned in the recti- 
tude of their underftandings. That feafon 
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of every man's life which is moft fufcep- 
tible of the ftrongeft impreffions, is ne- 
ceflarily under . female diredtion ; as there 
are few inftances, perhaps, in which that 
fex is not one of the fecret fprings which 
regulates the moft important movements of. 
private or public transactions. What Cato 
obferved of his countrymen, is in one rc- 
fpedt true of every nation under the fun : 
" The Romans, faid he, govern the 
" world, but it is the women that govern 
cc the Romans." Let not, however, a 
certain pretended Cato of your acquaintance 
take oceafion from this maxim to infult a 
fecond time that innocence he has fo often 
injured: for I will tell him* another maxim 
as, true as the former, that " there are t/r- 
4€ cumjiances wjhereift no worpan has power 
* € enough to controle a man of fpirit." 

If it be true then (as true beyond all 
peradventure it is) that female influence is 
thus exteiifive; nothing, certainly, can be 
of more importance, than to give it a pro- 
per tendency, by the affiftance of a well- 
diredted education. JFar am I from recom- 
mending any attempts to render women 
teamed; yet furely it is rieeeflary they 
O3 &ould 
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fhould be raifed above ignorance. Such ft 
general tin&ure of the mod ufeful fciences 
as may ferve to free the mind from vulgar 
prejudices, and give it a rcliflb for the ra<» 
tional exercife of its powers, might very 
juftly enter into the plan of female erudi* 
lion. That fex might be taught to turn 
the courfe of their refle&ions into a proper 
and advantageous channel, without any 
danger of rendering them top elevated for 
the feminine duties of life* In a word, I 
yrould have them confidered as defigned 
by Providence for ufe as well as (hew, and 
trained up, not only as women, but as ra- 
tional creatures* I am> &c. 



LETTER XLII. 

fa Paumon. 

WHILST you are engaged in turn- 
ing over the records of paft ages, 
and tracing our conftitution from its rife, 
thro' all its feveral periods ; I fomptimes 
amufe myfelf with reviewing certain annals 
of an humbler kind, and confidering tho 
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various turns and revolutions that have hap- 
pened in the fentiments and affedions of 
thofe with whom I have been moil con- 
nected. A hiftory of this fort is not, in- 
deed, fo ftriking as that which exhibits 
kings and heroes to our view; but may it 
not be contemplated, Falemop, with more 
private advantage ? 

Methinks we fhould fcarce be fo im- 
bittered againft thofe who differ from us in 
principle or pra&ice, were we oftener to re- 
flect how frequently we have varied from 
ourfelves in both thofe articles. It was but 
yefterday that Lucius, whom I once knew 
7l very zealous advocate for the moil con- 
troverted points of faith, was arguing with 
equal warmth and vehemence on the prin- 
ciples of Deifm; as Bathillus, who fet out 
in the world a cool infidel, has lately drawn 
up one of the moil plaufible defences of 
the myftic devotees, that, perhaps, was 
ever written. The truth is, a man muft 
either have paffed his whole life with* 
put refle&ing, or his thoughts muit have 
ri»n in a very limited channel, who has not 
often experienced many remarkable revo- 
lutions of mind. 

O 4. The 
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The fame kind of inconftancy is obferv-r 
able in our purfuits of happinefs as well as 
truth. Thus our friend Curio, whom we 
both remember in the former part of hi$ 
life, enamored of every fair face he met 
and enjoying every wpman he could pur- 
chafe ; has at laft collected thi$ diffufive 
flame into a fingle point, and could not be 
tempted to commit an infidelity tp his ipar- 
riage vow, tho' a form as beautiful as the 
Venus qf Apelles were to court h}s env 
brace ; whil(l Apemanthes, on the other 
hand, whp was the mod: fober and domeftic 
man I ever knew till he loft his wife, coax- 
menced a rake $t five and forty, and i^ 
now fpr pver in a tavern pr a (lew. 

Who knows, Palemon, whether even 
this humor of moralizing, which, as you 
often tell me, fo ftrongly marks my cha- 
racter, may not wear but in time, and be 
lucceeded by a brighter and more lively 
vein ? whp knows but I ipay court' again 
the miftcefs I have forfaken, and die at laft 
in the arms of ambition ? Cieora, at leaft, 
who frequently rallies me upo.n that fever 
of my ybuth, affur.es me I am only in the 
intermiftion of a fit, vfhich will certainly 
'" ■* •' :' • return. 
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^turn. But tho 9 there may be fome excufe, 
perhaps, in exchanging our follies or our 
errors, there can be none in refuming thole 
we have once happily quitted: for fureljr 
he muft be a very injudicious fportfman, 
who can be attempted to beat over thofe 
fields again which have ever difappointed 
him of his game. Farewel. 
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*Tq Euphronius, 

IT is a pretty obfervatipn, which I have 
fomewhere met, that *' the mod 
*f pleafingof all harmony arifes from the 
"cenfure of a fingle pcrfon, when mix- 
u ed with the general applaufes of the 
44 world." I almoft fufpeft, therefore, 
that you are confidering the intereft of your 
admired author, when you call upon me 
for my farther objections to his performance : 
and are for joining me, perhaps, to the 
pumber of thofe who advance his reputa- 
tion, by Oppofing it. The truth, however, is, 
you could not have chofen a critic (if a critic 

I might 
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I might venture to call my felf) who hag t 
higher efteem for all the competitions of 
Mr. Pope : *9 indeed I look upon every thing 
that comes from his hands, with the fame 
degree of veneration as if it wereconfecrated 
by antiquity. Neverthelefs, tho* I greatly 
revere his judgment, I cannot abfolutely re- 
nounce my own ; and fince feme have been 
bold enough to advance, that even the fa- 
cred writings themfelves do not always fpeak 
the language of the Spirit; I may have 
leave to tafpeft of the poets what has been 
aflerted of the prophet$, and fuppofe that 
their pens are not, at all feafons, under the 
guidance of infpiration. But as there is 
fomething extremely ungrateful to the 
mind* in dwelling upon thofe little fpots 
, that neceffarily attend the luftre of all hu- 
man merit 5 you muft allow me to join his 
beauties with his itnperfe&ions, and ad- 
mire with rapture, after having condemned 
With regret* 

Thbr£ is a certain modern figure of 

fpeech, which the authors of The art of 

jinking in poetry have called the ditninijhing. 

This, fo far as it relates to words only, 

coftfifts in dtbafing a great idea, by expreff- 

ing 
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iftg it in a term of meaner import. Mr. 
Pope has himfelf now and then fallen into 
this kind of the profound, which he has 
with fuch uncommon wit and fpirit ex- 
pofed in the writings of others. Thus 
Agamemnon, addreffing himfelf to Mene- 
lausand Ulyfies, aiks, 

And can you, jcbiefs, without a blufhfuroey 
Wbok troops before yw, laboring in the fray 9 

h.fr. 

So likewife Pandarus, fpeaking of Diomed, 
who is performing the utmoft efforts of he- 
roiftn it the field of battle, fays, 

fome guardian of the skies, 
Invohfd in thuds, frote&s Aim in the fray. 

v.235. 

BttT what would you think, Euphro- 
toius; were you to hear of the " imper- 
lf viotis foam" and " rough waves of a 
u brook f" would it not put you in mind 
of that drole thought of the ingenious Dr. 
Young, in one of his epiftlcs to our au- 
thor, where he talks of a puddle in afiormf 
yet by thus confounding the properties of 
the higheft objeas with thofeof the lottfeft, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Pope has turned one of the moil plead- 
ing fimilies in the whole Iliad, into down* 
right burlefque : 

As wbenfotne Jtmplefwain his cotforfakes. 
And wide thro* fens an unknown journey takes ; 
If chance a /welling brook bis pajfage Jlay, 
And foam impervious crofs the wand! rers 

way, 
Confus'dbe Jlops, a length of country paft f 
Eyes {he rough waves, and tir'd, returns at 

lafi. V. 734, 

This fwelling brook, however, of Mr. 
Pope, is in Homer a rapid river, ruflung 
with violence into the fea : 

Xr$f nr wkvpocp 7FQT*/wp o&Aafo wftpwrt* 

V. 598. 

It is one of the effential requisites of an 
epic poem, and indeed every other kin4 
of ferious poetry, that the ftyle be raifed 
above common language ; as nothing takes 
off fo much from that folemjiity of didtion, 
from which the poet ought never to depart, 
as idioms of a vulgar and familiar caft, 
Mr. Pope has fometimes ncglefted this im- 
portant rule 1 but moft frequently in the 

intro«* 



Digitized 



byGoogle * 



LETTER XLIII. So$ 

introdu&ion of his fpeeches. To mention 
only a few inftances : 

That done, to Phoenix Ajax gave tbejign. 

ix. 291. 
With ihv&Jlern Ajax his longjilence broke. 

ix -735- 

With that the venerable warrior rofe. 

x. 150. 

With that they ftepp'd afide, &c. 

x. 415. 

Whereas Homer generally prefaces his 
fpeeches with a dignity of phrafe, that calls 
up the attention of the reader to what is 
going to be uttered. Milton has very hap- 
pily copied his manner in this particular, as 
in many others; and tho* he often falls into 
a flatnefs of expreffion, he has never once, 
I think, committed that error upon occafi*- 
<?ns of this kind. He -ufually uftiers in his 
harangues with fomething chara&eriftical 
of the fpeaker, or that points out fome re- 
markable circumftance of his pirefent fitua- 
tion, in the following manner : 

Satan with bold words 
Breaking the horrid Jilence, thus began, 

i. 82. 
him 



Digitized 



by Google 



sq6 LETTER XLffl, 
him thus anfwatd fom his hold imped? 

i. iz$* 
Hi ended frowning: 

on the other JMe uprofe 

Beliah 

And with perfuajive accents thus began. 

ii. i©6. 

If you compare the efFeft which an intro- 
duction of this defcriptivc fort has upon the 
mind, with thofe low and unawakening ex- 
preffions which I hare marked in the lines 
I juft now quoted from our Englifli Iliad ; 
you will not, perhaps, confider my objecti- 
on as altogether without foundation. 

All opposition of ideas (hould be care- 
fully avoided in a poem of this kind, as un- 
becoming the gravity of the heroic Mufe. 
But does not Mr. Pope fometimes facrifice 
fimplkity to falfe ornament, and lofe the 
majefty of Homer in the qffeftatiom of 
Oyid ? Of this fort a ftvere critic would, 
perhaps, efte^m his calling an army march- 
ing with fpears creft, a moving iron rail 

Such and Jo thick th* embattled fquadrons flood 
With fpears. ere£t $ a moving iron wood. 

There 
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There fecms alfo to be an inconfiftency in 
the two parts of this defcriptioto ; for the 
troops are reprefented as (landing ftill, at th$ 
fame time that the circumftanee mentioned 
of the fpears, ihould rather imply (as in- 
deed the truth is) that they were in motion. 
But if the tranflator had been faithful to 
his author in this paflage, neither of thefe 
©hje&ions could have been raifed s for in 
Homer it is, 
Texts 

iv. a8o. 

Is there not likewife fome tittle tendency to 
a pun, in thofe upbraiding lines which 
x Hefior addreffes to Paris ? 

For thee, greajt Worts guardian* hemes fall* 
Till heaps of dead alone defend the wall. 

Mr. Pope at lead; deferts his guide, in order 
to give us this conceit of dead men defending 
a town; for the original could not poffibly 
lead him into it. Homer, with a plainnefs 
fui table to the occafion, only tell us* 

Teucbr* 
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Teucer, in the eight book, aims a 
dart at He£tor, which, miffing its way, flew 
Gorythio; upon which we are told,* 

Another {haft the raging archer threw ; 
That other jhaft with erring fury flew. 
(FromHeSiorPbcebus turridthe flying wound) 
Tet fell not dry or guiltlefs to the ground. 

A flying wound is a thought exa&ly in the 
fpirit of Ovid ; but highly unworthy «f 
Pope as well as of Homer: and, indeed, 
there is not theleaft foundation for it in the 
original. But what do you think of the 
fhaft that fell dry or guiltlefs ? * where you 
fee one figurative epithet is added as expla- 
natory of the other. The doubling of epi- 
thets, without raifing the idea, is not allow- 
able in compofitions of any kind ; but leaft 
of all in poetry. It is, fays Quindtilian, as 
if every common foldisr in an army were 
to be attended with a valet ; you encreafe 
your number without adding to your ftrength . 

* Candor obliges me to obferve, that perhaps the 
disjundive particle or, is an error of the prefs, and that 
in Mr. Pope's manufcript it was and. This corre&ion 
yrould render the paflage much lefs exceptionable j and 
probably is the true reading. 

But 
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, But if it lie a fault to croud epithets 
*of the fame iniport one upon the other • i% 
is much more fo to employ fuch as call off 
the attention from the principal idea to be 
raifed, and turn it upon littlfe, or foreign cir- 
* cumftances^ When ^Eneas is wouiided by 
Tydides, Homer defcribes Vends as con- 
ducting him thb* the thiefceft tumult of the 
enemy; and conveying him from the field 
of battle. But whife we are fdllbwirig thft~ 
hero' with bur whole concern J and trembling, 
jfor the danger which fiirroiinds him oh all 
fides ; Mr. Pope leads lis off from our 
anxiety for JEneas, by an unintefrefting epi- 
thet relatiiig to the ftnidiure bf thofe in- 
struments of death, which were every where 
flying about him ! ; and We are coldly in- 
formed, that the darts were feathered ': . 

Sqfe thro' the rufhing horfe and feather' dfiight 
Of founding Jhdfts,fhe bears him thro' the fight. 

Ver. 393. 

But as his epithets fometimesxicbafe the 
general image to be raifed ; fo they now and 
then adorn them with a falfe brilliancy. 
Thus, fpeaking of a perfon (lain by an ar- 
fr>w, he calls it a pointed death, iv. 607. 
P Defcribing 
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Dcfcribing another who was attacked hf 
numbers at once, he tells us, 

A grove of lances glitter U at bis breaft. 

w. fat. 

and reprefentirig a forcft on fire, he fays, 
In blazing heaps the groves old honors faU 9 
And one refulgent ruin levels all. 

x. 20*: 

But one of the i»oft unpardonable mftances 
of this kind is, where he relates the death 
of Hypferior, a? perfon wlio, k feetos, ex- 
crcifed the facerdotaJ ofece : 

On his broqd Jhoulder fell the forceful brand* 
Whence glancing downward hpt his holy hand, 
Andjlained with f acred blood the bluihihg I 
find. 

To take the forte of this epithet, we muft 
iuppole that the rednefs which appeared 
upoft the fand on this occafion, was an ef- 
fect of its blufhing to find itfelf ftainded with 
the bloocf x>£ fo facred a perfon : than which 
*herfc cannot be a mote forced afcd unna* 
tui^l thcnigfet. Inputs me in mindbf a paf* 
fage in\a French dramatic writer, who has 
ibf med a play upon the ftory of Pyramus 

and 
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$id Thilbe. The haplefs maid, addreffing 
Wfelf to the dagger which lies by the fid* 
bf her lover, break? out into the following 
exclamation : 

Ah I void le poigffard qui dufari& defok Mltft 
S'ejt jbtifiie lachmeni : it en rougit le iraitrl* 

Boileau, taking notice of thefe lineS, pb* 
ferves, toutes le$ gloves du Nord enfembk tie 
font pas, a mon Jens, f lus fr tides que tettt 
penfee. feut of the two poets, I know noi 
whether Mr. Pope is not mofl to be con* 
demned : for whatever ftiame the poignard 
might take to itfelf, for being concerned in 
the murder of the lover ; it is certain that 
the fand had riot thfe leaft fhari; in the death 
of the prieft* 

The antient critics have infifted much 
iipon propriety of language; and, indeed, 
one may with great juftice fay \*rhat the 
infulted Job does to his impertinent frieiids* 
how forcible are right words! The truth 
is, tho' the fentiment rnurt always fup- 
port the exprcflion, yet the tfxpreflion 
inuft give grace and efficacy to the fehti- 
nient i and the fariie thought {hall fre- 
quently be admirdd or condemned* accord- 
ing to the merit of the particular phrafe iri 
Pa Which 
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which it is conveyed. For this reafon, /• 
Caefar, in a treatifc which he wrote con- 
cerning the Latin language, calls a judicious 
choice of words, the origin of eloquence ; 
as indeed neither oratory nor podtry can be 
raifed to any degree of perfection, where 
this their principal root is. neglefled. In 
this art Virgil particularly excels ; and it is 
the inimitable grace of his words (as Mr. 
Dryden fomewhere jirftly obferves) wherein 
that beauty principally confifts, which give* 
fo inexpreffible a$ pleafuse to him-, who belt 
tinderftands their force. No man was ever 
a more fkilful mafter of this powerful art,., 
than Mr. Pope; as he has, upon feveral oc* 
cafions throughout this tranflation raifed; 
and dignified his ftyle with certain anti- 
quated words and phrafes, that are moft 
wonderfully folemn- and? majeftic. I can** 
not, however, forbear mentioning an in^ 
ilance, where he has emplyoed an obfolete 
term lefs happily, I think, than is his ge*- 
neral ciaftom. It occurs in fome lines which; 
Fjuft how quoted for another purpofe: 

On his proud Jhoulder fell the forceful brand,, 
whence glancing downward hpt lis holy band... 

V. 105. 

Brand 
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grand is fometknes ufed by Spencer for t 
fword 5 and in that fenfe it is here intro- 
duced. But as we ftill retain this word in 
a different application, it will always be im* 
proper to adapt it in its antiquated meaning, 
becaufe it muft neceffarily occafion ambi- - 
guityj an error in ftyle of all others the'moft 
to be avoided. Accordingly, every reader of 
the lines I have quoted, muft take up an idea 
very different from that which the poet in- 
tends, and which he will carry on with him 
till he arrives at the middle of the fecond 
verfe. And if he happens to be unacquaint- 
ed with the language of our old writers, 
when he comes to 

lopt bis facred hand, 

he will be loft in a confufion of images, 
and have abfolutely no idea remaining. 

There is another uncommon elegance 
in the management of words, which re* 
quires a very fingular turn of genius, and 
great delicacy of judgment to attain. As 
th$ art I juft before mentioned, turns upon 
employing antiquated words with force and 
propriety; fo this confifts in giving the 
grace of novelty to the received and current 
P 3 terms 
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terms of a language, by applying them m 
a xt?w and yncxp^&ed manner ; 

X)ixeris egreg&, notumji callida verbum 
Reddjderit juntfura. novum. Hor, 

The gr<5at caution, ho,w?ver, %o be obfervedt 
in any attempt of this kind, is fo judicioufly 
to conneft thecxpreflions,as to remove every 
<Joubt concerning the fignification in which 
they arc defigned : for as p^rfpicuity is the 
end an4 fupreme excellency of writings 
there cannot be a more fatal objedfaon to an 
^uthor's ftyle, thaji that it ftands in need of 
a commentator. But will not this pbje&^on 
lie againft the following verfe ? 

Next artfql Pbereclus untimely ftU\ V. 75., 

The word artful is here taken out of its 
appropriated acceptation, in order to expreft 

°€ J£ f P*V Wi?* 7 * f&f&te W4?T<b 

But however allowable it n&ay be (as in* 
deed it is not only allowable, but graceful) 
%o raife a word above its ordinary import, 
when the callida junBura (as Horace calls 
^t) determines at once the fenfe iti which 
*'"""■ " ' , k it" 
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it is ufed : yet it (h©uld never be caft fo far 
back from its cuftomary meaning, as to (land 
for an idea which has no relation to what it 
implies in its primary and natural (late. 
This would be introducing uncertainty and 
confufion into a language, and turning every 
fcntehce into a riddle. Accordingly, after 
we have travelled on thro' the feveral fuc- 
ceeding lines in this paflage, we are obliged 
tQ change the idea with which we fet out ; 
and find, at laft, that by the <7r{/j//Phereclus 
we are to underftand, not what we at firft 
apprehended, a man of cunning and defign, 
but one who is (killed in the mechanical 
arts. 

It is with a liberty of the fame unfuccefs- 
fill kind, that Mr, Pope has rendered 

TOf <VfOT€f0f *9(Qfiim AVK&QVOf (tyK&Oi VfX, 

V. 276. 
Stern Lycaon's 'warlike race begun. 

I know not by what figure of fpeech the 
whole race of a man can denote his next 
immediate defcendant > and, I fear, no fy- 
necdoche can acquit this exprdfion of non- 
fcnfe. The truth is, whoever ventures to 
(If ike out of the common road, muft be 
P 4 more 



Digitized by 



Google 



tit LETTER XLIIl. 

more than ordinarily careful, or he wjI4 
probably lofe his way. 

This reminds me of a paflage or two, 
where ou,r poet has bedn extremely injurious* 
to the fenfe of his author, and made him 
talk a language which he never ufes j the 
language, I mean, of abfurdity. In the fixth^ 
Iliad, Agarnemnon aflures M^nelaus, 

marrtt 
Ia*» «^«TBXe«/T*, a.Knftroi. vi. 60, 

But in, Mr. Pope's verfion, that chief tell^ 
his brother, 

Vionjhallferijh whole and bury all. 

Perhaps it may be over-nice to remark, that, 
as the deftrudion of Troy is firft mention^ 
cd, it has a little the appearance 0/ nonfenfe 
to talk afterwards of her burying her fons. 
However the latter part of this'verfe di- 
redrly contradidts the original f for Aga- 
memnon is fp v far from averting that Iliotf 
$ould bury all her inhabitants, that he pro-, 
nounces pofuively,. they lhould not be bu- 
ried at all-;, a calamity, in the opinion of the 
antie ^§*.?£ all others the moft- terrible. But 
^offi^ly : .th'e.erro^ may-lie in the printer, 

not 
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not ip tl^c ppct ; and perhaps the line orir 
finally flood thus : 

Won fiall $?rijh <whole $ unbury'd, all. 

If fo, both my objedtions vaijifh : and thofq 
who are converfant with the prefs, will not 
think this fuppofition improbable; fincet 
much more unlikely miftakes often happen 
by the careleflhefs of compofitors. 

But tho' Lam willing to make all the al- 
lowance poffible to an author* who raife* 
pur admiration toq often not to have a right 
^o the utmoft cando^ wherever he fails; yet 
I can find no exenfe for an unaccountable 
abfurdity he has fallen intOj in traqflating a 
paflage of the tenth book* Diomed and 
tJlyfles, taking advantage of the night, fet 
out in ordef to view the Trojan camp. Iq 
their way they me( with Dolon, who is go- 
ing from thence to the Grecian, upon an ex- 
pedition of t^e fame kind. After having 
feized this unfortunate adventurer, and ex- 
amined him concerning the fituation anc^ 
defigns of the enemy, Diomed draws hi^ 
fword, and ftrikes off Dolon's head* in the, 
yery inftant that he is fupplicating for mercy z. 

*-457- 
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Mr. Pope has turned this into a moft extra* 
ordinary miracle, by alluring us that th? 
head fpoke after it had quitted the body ; 

The bead yet Jpeaking, mutter'd as it felL 

This puts me in mind of a wonder of the 
fame kind in the Fairy §>ueen, where Cor^ 
flambo is reprefented as blafpheming, after 
his head had been ftruck off. by prince Ar- 
thur ; 

He ftnote at him with all his might and main 

Sofurioujly, that, ere he wijl, be found 

His bead before him tumbling on the ground^ 

The whiles bis babbling tongue did yet blaf- 

pbemtj 

And cursed bis God, that did him fo cm-> 

found. Book iv. 8. 

But Corflambo was the for* of a giantefs^ 
and could conquer whole kingdoms by on- 
ly looking at then). W© may* perhaps* 
therefore allow him to talk* when every 
^ther man muft be filent : whereas there is 
nothing in the hiftory of poor Dolon, that 
can give him the le^ft pretence to this An- 
gular privilege. Mr. Pope fcems to havq 
{>eeji led into this blunder by Scajiger> 

who* 
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$vho has given the fame fenfe to the verf<k 
and then with great wifdom and gravity 
pbferves, faljw eft <k ppl&one caput avulfum 
loqai pofft. c 

The moil pleafing pi<5ture in the whole 
Iliad, is, I think, the paring of Heftorand 
Andromache ; and oifr exiellent tranflatqr 
has, in general, very fticcefsfully copied it. 
But in fome places he feems not to have 
pouched it with that delicacy of pencil whick 
graces the original \ as l}e has entirely lo# 
the beauty of one of the figures. He&or 
i§ reprefented a? extending his arms to em- 
brace the little Aftyanax , who being terrifie4 
with the unufual appearance pf ^ man in 
armor, throws himfelf hack upon his nurfe's 
breaft, an4 f^Us into tears. But though the 
hero and his fon.were defigned to draw our 
principal attention, Homer intended like-r 
wife that we fhauld oaft a glance towards 
the iiurfe. For this purpofe, he does not 
mark her out merely by the name of her 
office ; but/adds an epithet to ihew that (he 
mikes no inconfiderahle figure in the piece: 
he does not fimply call her rjflwt, but 
%ii$w& nflw. This circumftaoce Mr* 
|>0pe has entirely overlooked ; 
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ftf ti*w y v vttfoe Q^CLTdJ pdufinOf **}<»(. 
A-l /* • ***f *p*f **\itof f«T{<F9/« rv9»i*f 
E«A/rfc» »x w » *«t7p" W*« «4/r HTVxfatt 

Anrtr *** «t*p0T*Ti!f *jpt/0K tivornt r«w 

AVTtK *T* XftW $«f v9' *AfT* 0«|/<fitf E*T»f f 
K*J TKF flfF JU6Ti(»lteK *T1 ^Sof* •*ft^*FW^«r^ 

vi. 466, 

7#&r having faid> th' illuftrious chief of Troy 
Stretch' d bis fond arms to clafp the lovely boy j 
The babe clung crying to his nurfeV brea/t, 
Scard by the dazzling helm and nodding creft ; 
With Jeer it pleafure each fond parent /mil 'd> 
And HeSior bajied to relieve bis child: 
The glitt'ring terrors from his head unbound x 
Andplacd the beaming helmet on the ground. 

I w^s going to object to the glittering ter^ 
tors* in the lad line but one : but I have; 
already t^ken notice of tfiefe little affe&edi 
fxpreffions, where the fubftantive is fet a| 
variance with its attribute. 

It is the observation of Quin&Hian, that 
»o poet ever excelled Homer in the fublU 
inity with which he treats great fubje#s % 
pr in the delicacy and propriety he always, 

discovers, 
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difcovers in the management of fmall ones* 
There is a paflage in the ninth Iliad, which 
will juftify the truth of -the latter of thefe 
obfervations. When Achilles receive^ Aj^x 
and Ulyfles in his tent, who were fent to 
him in the name of Agamemnon, in order 
to prevail with him to return to the army; 
Homer gives a very minute account of the 
entertainment, which was prepared for 
them upon that occafion. It is impoffible, 
perhaps, in modern language, to preferve 
the fame dignity in defcriptions of this kind, 
which fo confiderably raifes the original : 
and indeed Mr. Pope warns his readers not 
to expeft much beauty in the pidlure. 
However, a tranflator fhould be careful not 
to throw in any additional circumftanccs, 
whiqh may lower and debafe the piece; 
which yet Mr. Pope has, m his verfion of 
the following line : * 

Uvf /« UmtrmfM f*t& y*y*> /*«•««* f a*. 

ix. 21 1 # 

Mean while Patroclus fweats, tbejire to raife< 
Own the truth, Euphronius : does not thijr 
give you the idea of a greafy cook at a 
kitchen fire ? whereas nothing of this kind 
is fuggefted in the original. On the con- 
trary^ 
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trary, the epithet icefoot feems to have beefy 
added by Homers in order to reconcile us 
to the meannefs of the a&ion, by reminding 
us of the high chara&efr of the perfdn whtf 
h engaged in it; and, as Mr; Addifon ob* 
ferves of Virgil's hn&aHdrrian, that «« hg 
«« : toffes about his dung with an iir of grace* 
" fulriefs ;" one may, with the fame truth; 
fay of Homer's htfro; that he lights his firtf 
with an air of dignity < 

"I intended to hatfe cloftd thefe hafty 
objedtons, With laying before you fome of 
thofe paffages, where Mr. Pope feems t<$ 
have equalled, or excelled his original. But 
I perceive I have already extended my let- 
ter beyond a reafbnable limit i I will fefervd 
therefore that more pleafirig, as Welt ai 
muchteafidr taffc, to fome future occafion; 
In the 'mean time; I defire you will look 
Upon thefe remarks, not as proceeding froni 
a fpirk of cavil (than Which I know not 
any more truly contemptible) but a§ an in-. 
fiance of my having read your favorite 
poet with that attention, which his own un- 
equalled merit and your judicious reconw 
toeadationmoft defervedly claim. I am, &c. 

LETTER 
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Vo P A L A : M E DE S. 

I HAVE had oceafion a thoufand times? 
fincc I faw you, to wifli myfclf in the land 
where all things are forgotten ; at leaft, that 
I did not live in the memory of certain reft- 
lefs mortals of your acquaintance, who are 
vifitors by profcfEon. The misfortune is, 
no retirement is fo remote, nor fanttuary 
fo facred, as to afford a protection from 
their impertinence : and tho* one were to 
fly .to the defart, and take refuge in the cell? 
of faints and hermits, one fhould be alarm- 
ed with their unmeaning ^/V^ crying even: 
in the wildernefs. They fprcad themfelves, 
in truth,.. over die whole faee of the 
land, and lay wafte the fakeft hours of con- 
verfation. For my own part (to fpeak of 
them in a ftyle fuitable to their tafte and 
talents) I look upon them, not as paying 
vifits, but vifitations ; and am never obliged 
to give audience to one of this fpecies, that 
I do not confider myfelf as under a judg- 
ment for thofe numbcrlefs hours, w^ich I 

have 
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have fpent in vain. If thefc fons and 
daughters of idledefs and fdllf would be 
pcriuaded to enter into an exclufive fcciety 
among themfelves, the reft of the world 
might poflefs their moments unmolefted : 
but nothing lef$ will £atisfy them tfiari open- 
ing a general commerce, and failing into 
every port where choice or chance may 
drive thsu>. Were . wc to live, indeed, td 
the years. of the antediluvians, one might 
afford to refiga fome part of one's own 
time ft in charitable relief of the unfufferablc 
weighs of theirs ; bitt fine* the days of man 
are fbrunk into a jfew hafty revolutions of 
the fun, whole afteraooos lire muth too 
confiderable a facrifice. to be offered up to 
tame civility. What heightens the con- 
tempt of this chara&cr, is* that they who 
have fo much of the form, have always leaft 
of the power of friendship : arid tho ? they 
will craze their char At wheels (as Milton! 
exprefles it) to .deftroy your repofe i they 
would not drive half the length of a ftrect 
to affii^your diftre£s. 

. Ir was owing to an interruption frqtxi 

one of thefe obsequious intruders, that 1 

was prevented keeprng my engagement 

♦ with* 
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with you yefterday ; and you mail indulge 
me in this difcharge of my inve&ive againft 
the ridiculous occafion of fo mortifying a 
difappointment. Adieu. 



L E TT E R XLV. 

Tb HoRTENSIUS. 

' I H) be able to fapprefs my acknowledg- .. 
JL ments of the pleafure I received from 
your approbation, were to (hew that I do 
not deferve" it -, for is it poflible to value the 
praife of the judicious as one ought, and yet 
be filent under its influence ? I can with 
ftridt truth fay of you; what a Greek poet 
faid of Plato, who, reading his performance 
to a circle where that great philofopher was 
prcfent, and finding himfelf deferted at 
length by all the reft of the company, cried 
out, " I will proceed neverthelefs ; for 
" Plato is himfelf an audience.'' 

True fame, indeed, is no more ufrthe 

gift than in the pofleflion of numbers, as 

it is only in the difpofal of the wife and the 

Q^ impartial 
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impartial. But if both thofe qualifications 
tmift concur to give validity to a vote of 
this kind, how little reafon has an author 
to be cither depreffed or elated by general 
cenfure or applaufe ? 

The triumphs of genius are not like thofe 
of antient heroifm, where the meaneft cap- 
tive made a part of the pomp, as well as the 
nobleft. It is not the multitude, but the 
dignity of thofe that compofe her followers, 
that can add any thing to her real glory; and 
a fingle attendant may often render her 
more truly illuftrious, than a whole train of 
common admirers. I am fure at leaft, I 
have no ambition of drawing after me vul- 
gar acclamations; a»d whilft I have the. 
happinefs to enjoy your applaufe, I (hall al- 
ways confider myfelf in poffeflion of the 
trucft fame, J am, &c. 

m i ' ii i n i i iii ■ ' ■ ■■ 

LETTER XLVI, 
To Clytander. 

YOU who never forget any: thing, c*a 
tell me,. I dare fay, whofe obferva- 
Bon it is, that " of all the actions of our 

" lift 
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V life nothing is more uncommon, Jthan tQ 
€t laugh or cry with a good grace/' But 
jthough I cannot recollect the "author I ffrali 
always retain his maxim ; as, iqdjeed, cve^ry 
xiay's occurrences fuggeft the truth of if 
to my mind. I had particularly an occa* 
Jion to fee one part of it verified f in thp 
jtreatife I herewith return you : for never* 
fure, was mirth more injudicioufly dire&ecL 
than that which this writer of your ac- 
quaintance has employed. Xo drole upon 
the eftablilhed religion of a country, arid 
laugh at the moft facred and inviolable of her 
ordinances, is as far removed from gopa 
.politics as it is from good manners* It is 
indeed upton maxims of policy alone, that 
one can reafon with thofe who adopt the 
principles, which this author has embraced ; 
J will add therefore (fince, jit ,feems, you 
fometimes communicate to him my letters) 
that to endeavour to leflen that veneration 
which is due to. the religious inftitutiqns of 
a nation when they neither run counter to 
.any of the great lines of morality, nor op* 
ppfe the natural rights of mankind, is. a 
fort of zeal which I know not by what 
©pithet fufficientiy to ftigmatife : it is at- 
Q^j tacking 



Digitized 



by Google 



«8 LETTER XLVJ. 

tacking the ftrongeft holds of fociety, and 
attempting to deftroy the firmed guard of 
human fecurity. Far am I, indeed, from 
thinking there is no other ; or that the no- 
tion of a moral fenfe is a vain and ground* 
lefs hypothefis. But wonderfully limited 
touft the experience of thofe philofopher* 
undoubtedly be, who imagine, that an im- 
planted love of virtue is fufiicient to con- 
duit the generality of mankind through the 
paths of moral duties, and fuperfede the 
neceflity of a farther and more powerful 
guide. A fenfe of honor, likewife, where 
it operates in its true and genuine vigor, is, 
I confefs, a moil noble and powerful prin- 
ciple $ but far too refined a motive of adlion, 
even for the more cultivated part of our 
fpecies to adopt in general ; and, in fa& # . 
we find it much oftener profefled, than 
purfued. Nor are the laws of a communi- 
ty fufiicient to anfwer all the reftraining 
purpofes of government $ as there are many 
moral points, which it is impoffible to fe- 
cure by exprefs pirovifions. Human infti- 
tutione can reach no farther than to certain 
general duties, in which the collective wel- 
fare of fociety is more particularly concern- 
ed* 
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ed. Whatever elfe is neceflary for the eafc 
and happinefs of focial intercourfe, can be 
derived only from the affiftance of religion ; 
which influences the nicer connections and 
dependencies of mankind, as it regulates and 
corredts the heart. How many tyrannies 
may I exercife as a parent, how many hard- 
ships may I inflict as a lhafter, if I take the 
ftatutes of my country for the only guides 
of my anions, and think every thing lawful 
that is not civilly penal ? The truth is, a 
man may be injured in a variety of inftances 
far more atrocioufly than by what the law 
confiders either as a fraud or a robbery. 
Now in cafes of this kind (and many- very 
important cafes of this kind there are) to 
remove the bars of religion, is to throw 
open the gates of oppreffion : it is to leave 
the honeft expofed to the injurious inroads 
of thofe (and they are far, perhaps, the 
greateft part of mankind) who, tho* they 
would never do jujlice and lave mercy, in 
compliance with the dictates of nature, 
would fcftipuloufly practice both in obedi- 
ence to the rules of revelation, 

Q^ * Th* 
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Ttf2 grofs of our fpecies can never, in~ 
tfeed, be influenced by abftradt reafoning* 1 
nbr captivated by the naked charms of vir- 
tue * on the contrary, nothing feems more 
evident than that the generality of mankind 
rftuft be engaged by fenfible objects ; muft 
tre wrought upon by their hopes and fears. 
And this has been the conftant maxim of 
. all the celebrated legiflators, from the earlieft 
ciftablifhment of government to this pre- 
fenf hour. It is true, none have con- 
tended more warmly than the antients for 
the dignity of human nature, and the na- 
tive difpofition of the foul to be enamored 
with the beauty of virtue : but it is equally 
true, that norte have more ftrenuoufly in- 
culcated the expediency of adfding the au- 
thority of religion to the fuggeftions of na- 
ture, and* maintaining a reverence to ther 
appointed' ceremonies of public worship*- 
The fentiments- of Pythagoras (or whoever 
he be who was author tif thofe verfee which 
pafs under that philofopher's.name) #re well 
known upoh this fubjedt : 

Man* 
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Many indeed are the antient pafTgges 
which might be produced in fupport of this 
dfTertion, if it were neceflary to produce any 
paflages of this kind to you, whom I have 
Co often heard contend for the fame truth 
with all the awakening powers of learning 
and eloquence. Suffer me, however, for 
the benefit of your acquaintance, to remind 
you of one or two, which I do not remem- 
ber ever to have ffcen quoted. 

Livy has recorded a fpeech of Appius 
Claudius CrafTus, which he made ift oppo- 
fition to certain demands of the tribunes. 
That zealous fenator warmly argues againft 
admitting the plebeians into a ihareofthe 
confular dignity ; ^rom the power of taking 
the aufpices being originally and folely 
veiled in the patrician order. " But per- 
" haps (fays CrafTus) I {hall be told, that 
*' the picking of a chicken, &c. are : trifles 
" unworthy of regard : trifling, however, 
€t as thefe ceremonies may now be deemed, 
u it was by the ffridt obfervance of fhem, 
lc tfnatour anceftprs raifed this common- 
'* wealth to its prefent point of grandeur." 
TarvaJUnt h<zc : fed patwa tfta non. con*> 
temnendop ' major es nojtri maxitftam hdtic rem 
QL4 fecerunt, 
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feierunt. Agreeably to this principle, the 
Roman hiftorian of the life of Alexander, 
defer ibes that monarch, after having killed 
his friend Clitus, as confidcring, in his cool 
moments, whether the gods had not per- 
mitted him to be guilty of that horrid aft, 
in punilhment for his irreligious negleft of 
their facred rites. And Juvenal * imputes 
the fource of that torrent of vice which 
broke in upon the age in which he wrote, 
to the general difbelicf that prevailed of 
the public do&rincs of their eftablifhed re- 
ligion. Thofe tenets, he tells us, that in* 
fluenced the glorious condudt of theCurii, 
the Scipios, the Fabricii, and the Camilli, 
were, in his days, fo totally exploded, as 
fcarce to be received even by children. It 
were well for fomc parts of the Chriftian 
world, if the fame obfervation might not 
with juftice be extended beyond the limits 
of antient Rome : and I often rcfledl upon 
the very judicious remark of a great writer 
of the laft century, who takes notice, tjjat 
" the generality of Chriftendom is now 
••well nigh arrived at that fatal condition, 
*' which immediately preceded the de- 

• Sat. II. j 49. 

" ftru&ion 
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4t ftru&ion of the worfhip of the antient 
44 world;, when the face of religion in their 
** public affemblies was quite different from 
" that apprchenfion which men had con* 
" cerning it in private." 

Nothing, moft certainly, could lefi 
plead the fan£tion of reafon, than the gene- 
ral rites of pagan worship. Weak and ab- 
furd, however, as they were in themfelves, 
and indeed in the eftimation too of all the 
wifer fort ; yet the more thinking and judi- 
cious part, both of their flatefmen and phi- 
lofophers, unanimoufly concurred in fup- 
porting them as facred and inviolable : well 
perfuaded, no doubt, that religion is the 
ftrongeft cement in the great ftru&ure of 
moral government. I am, &c. 



LETTER XLVIL 

ft-ClE'ORA. 

I "LOOK upon every day wherein I have 
not fome communication with my 
Cleora, as a day loft; and I take up my 
pen every afternoon to write to you, a6 

regularly 
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regularly as I drink my tea, or perform tty 
the like important article of my life. 

I frequently blefs the happy art 
that affords me a means of conveying myfeltf 
to you at this diftance, and, by an eafy kind 
of magic,. thus tranfports me, to your par- 
lor at a time when I could not gain ad- 
mittance by any other method. Of ajl people 
in the world, indeed, none are more obliged 
to this paper commerce, than friends and 
lovers. It is by this they elude, in fome 
degree, the malevolence of fate, and caa 
enjoy an intercourfe with each other, tho r 
the Alps themfelves fhould rife up between 
them. Even this imaginary participation 
of your fociety is far more pleafing t& 
jne, than the real enjoyment of any other 
converfation the whole world could fupply. 
The truth is, I have loft all rclifti for any 
but yours j and if I were invited to an af- 
iembly of all the wits of the'Auguftan age, 
or all theheroes thatPlutarchhas celebrated, 
I fhould neither have fpirits nor curiofity to 
|>e of the party. Yet with all this indo* 
Jence or indifference about me, I would take 
a voyage as far as the pole to fup with Cier- 
ora on a lettuce, or only to hold tfee bowl. 

while 
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while fhe mixed the fyllabub. Such happy 
evenings I once knew: ah Cleora! will. 
they never. return? Adieu. 



LETTER XLVIIL 

TV fiuPHRONIUS. 

I HAVE read the performance you com* 
municated to me with all the attention 
you required 5 and I can with ftri<ft fincerity 
apply to your friend's verfes, what an anti- 
ent has obferved of the fame number of 
Spartans who defended the paflage of Ther- 
mopylae j nunquam vidi plures trecentos ! 
Never, indeed, was there greater energy of 
language and fentiment united together in 
the compafs of lines : and it would be an 
injuftice to the world, as well as to himfelf* 
to fupprefsfo animated and fo ufeful a com- 
pbfitioii. 

A satirist of true genius, who is 
warmed by a generous indignation of vice* 
and whofe cehfures are conduced by 
candor and truth, merits the applaufe of 
e^ery^riend to virtue. He may be confi- # 
dered as a fort of fupplement to the iegif* 

lativ? 
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lative authority of his country ; as afliftirtg 
the unavoidable defeats of all legal inftitu- 
tions for regulating of manners, and ftrik- 
ing terror even where the divine prohibi- 
tions themfelves are held in contempt. The 
ilrongeft defence, perhaps, againft the in- 
roads of vice, among the more cultivated 
part of our fpecies, is well directed ridicule: 
they who fear nothing elfe, dread to be 
marked out to the contempt and indigna- 
tion of the world. There is no fucceeding 
in the fecret purpofes of difhoncfty, with- 
out preferving fome fort of credit among 
mankind; as there cannot exift a more im- 
potent creature than a knave convift. To 
expofe, therefore, the falfe pretentions of 
counterfeit virtue, is to difarm it at once of 
all power of mifchief, and to perform a 
public fervice of the molt advantageous 
kind, in which any man can imploy his 
time and his talents. The voice, indeed, 
of an honeft fatirift is not only beneficial 
to the world, as giving an alarm againft 
the defigns of an enemy fo dangerous to 
all focial intercourfe ; but a$ proving like- 
4 wife the moft efficacious preventujp to 
others, of affuraing the fame character of 

diftinguiflied 
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diftinguiftied infamy. Few are fo totally 
vitiated, as to have abandoned all fentiments 
offhame j and when every other principle 
of integrity is furrendered, we generally find 
the conflict is (till maintained in this laft poll 
of retreating virtue. In this view, therefore, 
it fhould feem, the fun&ion of a fatirift 
may be juftified, notwithftanding it fhould 
be true (what an excellent moralift has a£- 
<ferted) that his chaftifements rather exafpe- 
rate,« than reclaim thofe on whom they fall* 
Perhaps, no human penalties are of any 
'jnQral advantage to the criminal himfelf : 
and the principal benefit that feems to be 
derived from civil punifliments of any kind, 
is their retraining influence upon the con* 
du& of others. 

It is not every arm, however, that is 
qualified to manage this formidable bow. 
The arrows of fatire, when they are not 
pointed by virtue, as well as wit, recoil 
upon the hand that directs them, and 
wound none but him from whom they 
proceed. Accordingly, Horace refts the 
whole fuccefs of writings of this fort upon 
the poet's being Integer ipfe ; free himfelf 
from thofe immoral ftains which he points 

out 
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out in others. There cannot, ifcdeed, be* 
more odious, nor at the fanie time a more 
contemptible character, than that of a vi- 
tious fatirift : 

S^uis ccelum terns non mjfeeat £f mare "ccefa, 
Si fur dijpliceat Verri, bomicida MZlpnit 

■ Juv. 

The mod favorable light in wha$h a -cfjifof 
of this fpecies could; pofflibjly ; be v^wed, 
would be that of a public e£qqii{i#ncr, whp 
inflidts the puniflunent on others, which he 
has already merited himfelf. But thq tr ( ut|i 
of it is, he is not qualified e.ven for fo 
wretched an office ; and ther,e is nothing to 
be dreaded from a fatirift of known dj&ho- 
nefty, but his applaufe. Adieu. 



LETTER XLIX. 

To Palamedes. 

CEREMONY is never more unwelcome 
than at that feafon in which .you jvill 
probably have the greateft {hare .of it; apd 
as I fliould be extremely unwilling to add 
to the nurrfber of thofe, who, in pure good- 
4 manners, 
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manners, may- interrupt your enjoyment** 
I dbufe to give you my congratulation* 
a lirtde prematurely. After the happy #fgc$ 
fhall be completed, your moment? will 
fce- too valuable to be laid out in forms;. $n& 
it would be paying you a compliment *vit|i 
a very ilfgrace, to draw off your eye? from 
the higheft beauty, though it were to turn 
them on the moft exquifite wit. I hope 
however, you will give me timely notice 
of your wedding day,' that I may be pre- 
pared with my epithalamium. I have al- 
ready laid in half a dozen deities extremely 
proper for the occafion, and have even made 
£<mt progrefs in my firft* fimile. But J am 
fomewhat at a lofs ho\y to proceed, .not 
ht&kg able to determine whether your future 
Jbride k moft like, Venus or Hebe. That 
ihe refembles both, is univerfally agreed, 
I find, by thofe who have feen her. But 
it would be offending, >yop know, again# 
all the rules of poetical juftioe, if I ihould 
.only fay fhe is as handfome as fhe is young, 
when after all, perhaps, i&e , truth may be 
that fhe has even more beauty than youth* 
In the mean, while, I am turning over all 
the tender compliments that love has in- 

fpircd 
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fpired, from the Lefbia of Catullus to the 
Chloe of Prior, and hope to gather fuch a 
collection of flowers as may not be unworthy 
of entering into a garland compofed fur 
your Stella. But before you introduce me 
as a poet, let me be recommended to her 
by a much better title, and affure her, that 
1 am your, &c. 

LETTER U 

To EUPHRONIUS. 

I AM much inclined to join with you in 
thinking that the Romans had no pecu- 
liar word in their language, which anfwers 
precifcly to what we call good-fenfe in ours. 
Fortho' prudentia indeed feems frequently 
ufed by their beft writers to exprefs that 
idea, yet it is not confined to that fingle 
meaning, but is often applied by them to 
fignify (kill in any particular fcience. But 
good-fenfe is fomething very diftindt from 
knowledge ; and it is an inftance of the po- 
verty of the Latin language, that (he is 
obliged to ufe the fame word as a mark for 
two fuch remote ideas. 

Were 
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Were I to explain what I underftand by 
good-fenfe, I fhould call it right reafon ; 
but right reafon that arifes, not from for* 
mal and logical dedu&ions, but from a fort , 
of intuitive faculty in the foul, which di- 
ftinguifties by immediate perception : a kind 
of innate fagacity, that in many of its pro-* 
4 perries feems very much to refemble in- 
ftiridt. It would be improper, therefore, 
toffay, thai Sir I&ac Newton fhewed his 
good-fenfe, by thofe amazing difcoveries 
which he ftiade in natural philofophy : the 
operations of this gift df heaven are rather 
inftanteneous, than thefefultof ahy tedious 
proceft; ^ Like Di6iiied, zfttt Minefva had 
endowed him with the power of <4ifcern-i 
ing gods from nibrtals, the^ mitt of gobd- 
fenfe difcovers at once the truth of thofd 
obje&s he is moft concerned to diftinguifh j 
and conducts hrmfelf with fuitaWe caution 
and ffecurity. ; '.*''""' 

It is for this reafon, pbflibly', that this 
quality of the mitid is not fo ofteA found 
united with learning as one coulcf wifli: for 
good-fenfe being SCcuftomed to refceive her* 
difcdveries without labor or ftudy, flbe can- 
not fo eafily wiit for thofe truths, : which 
R being 
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being placed at a diftance, and lying con* 
cealed under numberlefs covers, require 
much pains and application to unfold. 

But the* good-fenfe is not in the num- 
ber, nor always, it muft be owned, in th^ 
company of the fciences; yet is it (as the 
pioft fenfibjp of poets has juftly obferyed) 

fairly worth, the /even. 
Re&itude of understanding is indeed the 
moil ufeful, as well as the mofl: noble of 
human endowments, as it is the fovcrcign 
guide and director in. every branch of civil 
and focial intercourfe. 
. Upon whatever occafion this enlighten- 
ing faculty is exerted, it is always fure to a£t 
with diftinguifhed eminence; but its chief 
and peculiar province, feems to lie in the 
commerce -of the world. Accordingly wc 
may obferve; that thofe who have conver- 
fed more with men than with books $ 
whofewifdom is derived rather from ex- 
perience than contemplation; generally 
poffefs this happy talent with fuperior per-; 
fe&ipn. For good-fenfe, tho' it cannot be 
acquired, may be improved; and the world, 
I believe, will ever be found to afford the 
moil kindly foil for its cultivation. 

* ' I KNOW 
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t know not whether true good-fenfd 
is not a more uncommon quality even thati 
true wit; as thefre h nothing, perhaps, mofd 
extraordinary than to meet With a pfcffoiij 
whofe entire condudt and notions are undef 
the dirc&ion of this fupretne guide. Th6 
fingle inftanee at leaft, whifch I could pro- 
duce of its adtiflg fteddily and invariably 
throughout the whole of a tharadtef * is that 
which Euphronius, I am furfe, would not 
allow me to mention : at the fame time* 
perhaps* I am rendering my own preten* 
fions of this kind extremely queftionablej 
when I thus venture to throw before ybii 
my fentiments upon a fubjedl, df which 
you are univerfally acknowledged fo perfect 
a matter* I am, &c. 

LETTER LI, 

To Pale m on. n 

May 29, 1743^ 

IESTEfeftf your letters in the number of 
my moft valuable poffeffions, and pre- 
ferve them as fo many prophetical leaves 
upon which the fate of our diftra<3ed nation 
R 2 is 
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is infcribcd. But in exchange for the max- 
ims of a patriot, I can only fend you the re- 
veries of a reclufe, and give you the fiones 
of the brook for the gold of Opbir. Never, 
indeed, Palemon, was there a commerce 
more unequal, than that wherein you are • 
contented to engage with me ; and I 
could fcarce anfwer it to my confcience to 
continue a traffic, where the whole benefit 
accrues fingly to myfelf j did I not know, 
that to confer without the poffibility of an 
advantage, is the moft pleating exercife of 
generality. I will venture then to make 
ufe of a privilege which I have long enjoy- 
ed; as I well know you love to mix the 
meditations of the philofopher with the 
reflexions of the ftatefman, and can turn 
with equal relifh from the politics of Taci- 
tus, to the morals of Seneca. 

I was in my garden this morning fome- 
what earlier than ufual, when the fun, as 
Milton defcribes him, 

With wheels yet hov'ring o'er the ocean brim 
Shot parallel to th' earth his dewy ray. 

There is fomething in the opening of the 
dawn at this feafon of the year, that en- 

n livens 
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livens the mind with a fort of chearful fe- 
rioufnefs, and fills it with a certain "calm 
rapture in the confcioufnefs of its exiftence. 
For my own part at leaft, the rifing of the 
fun has the fame effedt on me, as it is faid 
to have had on the celebrated ftatue of Mem- 
non: and I never obferve that glorious 
luminary breaking forth, that I do not 
find myfelf harmonized for the whqje 
day. 

Whilst I was enjoying the freflmefs 
and tranquillity of this early feafon, and 
confidering the many reafons I had to join 
in offering up that morning incenfe % which 
the poetljuftnow mentioned reprefents 
as particularly arifing at this hour from the 
earth's great altar ; I could not but efteerp 
it as a principal bleffing, that I was enter- 
ing upon a new day with health and fpirits. 
To awake with recruited vigor for the trans- 
actions of life, is a mercy fo generally dif- 
penfed, that it pafTes, like other the ordi- 
nary bounties of Providence, without mak- 
ing its due impreflion. Yet were one never 
to rife under thefe happy circumftance6, 
without refledting what numbers there are, 
who (to ufe the language of the moft pa- 
R 3 thetic 
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thctic of authors) when they faid, My 6*4 
fball comfort me> my couch Jhall eafe my com-* 
plaint l , were, like him, full of tojfings tq 
and fro % unto the dawning of the day 9 or 
feared with dreams % and terrified th.ro' vi/ions 
—were one to ponfider, I fay, how many 
pafs their nights in all the horrors pf a dis- 
turbed imagination, pr all the wakefulnef? 
of feal pains, one could not find one's felf 
exempt from fuch uneafy flumbers or fuch 
terrible vigils, without double fatisfa&ion 
fuid gratitude. Thefe is nothing, indeed, 
contributes more to render a man content- 
ed with that draught of life which is pouiy 
ed out tp himfelf t than thus tq refled: on 
{hofe more bitter ingredients which ar$ 
fometimes mingled in the cup of others. 

In purfuing the faijie vein pf thought 
I could not but congratulate myfelf, that 
I had no part \n that |urbulent dram^ which 
vyas going to be rc-adted upon tjie great 
ilage of the world ; and rpjqiccd that it 
\yas my fortune to ftand a diftant and un r 
f ngaged fpe&ator of thqfe feveral charaq r 
tcrs that would (hprtly fill the fecpe. This 
fuggefted to my remembrance a paflage 
\n the Roman tragic poet, where he der 
4 '■'■'" fqrib^ 
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fcribes the various purfuits of the bufy and 
ambitious world, in very juft and lively 
colors: 

Illefuperbos aditus regum 
JJfuraf que fores, fxpers Jbmni t 
Colitx Hie nullo fine featus 
Componit opes, gazis inhians, 
Et congejio pauper in auro ejl. 
Ilium populi favor attonitum, 
FluStuque magis mobili vulgus. 
Aura tumidum tollit inani\ 
Hie clamofi rabiofafori 
jfurgia vendens imprqbus^ has 
Et verba Iqcat. 

And I could not forbear faying to myfelf^ 
In the language of the fame author, 

me mea tellus 
X*are Jkcreto tutoque tggat h 

Yet this circumftance, which your friend 
confiders as fo valuable a privilege, has been 
efteemed by others as the moil fevere of 
afRi&ions. The celebrated count de Bufly 
Rabutin has written a little treatife, where- 
' in, after having fhewn that the greateft 
men upon the *ftage of the world are ge- 
R 4 nerally 
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ncrally the moft unhappy, he clofes the 
account by producing himfelf as an inftance 
of the truth of what he had been advan- 
cing. But can you guefs, Palemon, what 
this terrible difafter was, which thus 
entitled him to rank among thefe un- 
fortunate heroes ? He had compofed, it 
teems, certain fatirical pieces which gave 
offence to Louis the XIV th 5 for which 
reafon that monarch banifhed him from 
the flavery and dependance of a court, to 
live in eafe and freedom at his country 
houfe. ' But the world had taken, too ftrong 
poffeffion of his heart, to fuffer him to 
leave even the worft part of it without re- 
luctance $ and, like the patriarch's wife, he 
looked back with regret upon the fcene 
from which he was kindly driven, tho* there 
was nothing ia the profpetf: but flames. 
Adieu. 
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To EUPHRONIUS. 

SURELY, Euphronius, the fpirit of 
criticifm has^ ftrangely poflcffed you. 
How elfe could you be willing to ftep afidc 
fo often from the amufements of the gayeft 
fcenes, in order to examine with me cer- 
tain beauties far other than thofe which at 
prefent, it might be imagined, would wholly 
engage your attention ? Who, indeed, that 
fees my friend over-night fupporting the 
vivacity of the moft fprightly aflemblies, 
would exped to find him the next morn- 
ing gravely poring over antiquated Gflpek, 
and -weighing the merits of antient and 
modern geniufes ? But I have long admi- 
red you as an elegant ffedlator formarum, 
in every fenfe of the expreflion : and you 
can- turn, I know, from the charms of 
beauty to thofe of wit, with the fame re- 
finement of tafte and rapture. I may ven- 
ture therefore to refume our critical corre- 
fpondence without the forjn of an apology j 
as it is the Angular character of Euphro* 

nius, 
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nius, to reconcile the philofopher with the 
man of the world, and judicioufly divide 
his hours between a&ion and retirement. 

What has? been faid of a celebrated 
French translator, may with equal juftice 
be applied to Mr. Pope, " that it is doubt-* 
" ful whether the dead # or the living are 
'f mod obliged to him." His translations 
of Homer, and imitations of Horace, have 
introduced to the acquaintance of the Eng- 
lish reader, two of the moil considerable 
authors in all antiquity : as indeed they 
are equal to the credit of fo many origipal 
Works. A man muft have a very confides 
able Share of the different fpirit which di-? 
ftinguiShes thofe moft admirable poets, whq 
is capable of reprefenting in his own Ian* 
guage, fo true an image of /their refpe£tiv* 
manners. If we look no farther than thefo 
works themfelves, without considering them 
with refpedt to any attempts of the fame 
nature which have been made by others, 
tore (hall have fufficient reafon to efteem 
them for their own intrinsic merit. But 
how will this uncommon genius rife in our 
admiration, when We compare his claflical 
translations with thofe Similar performances* 
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which have employed fome of the moft 
celebrated of our poets ? I have lately been 
turning over the Ufad with this view: and 
perhaps, it will be no uneatcrtaining amufe* 
m$nt to you, to examine the feveral copies 
which I have collected of the original, as 
takep by fome of the moft confiderable of 
our Engliih mailers. To fingle them out 
for this purpofe according to the order of 
.the particular books, or paffeges, upon 
which th^y have refpc&ively exercifed 
their penci)s | the pretentions of Mr.Tickel 
ftand firft to be examined. 

The a&ion of the Iliad opens, you know, 
with the fpeech of Chryfes, whofe daugh- 
ter, having been taken captive by the Gre- 
cians, was allotted to Agamemnon. This 
Venerable prieft of Apollo is reprefented as 
addrefiing himfelf to the Grecian chiefs, 
in the following pathetic fimplicity of elo- 
quence : 

Tfi/y fttr $ios cToicfr, oAt/ptrj* $*y.w* %X*At*9 

Ifaj/* /i pot Kv<r&t\i p/Aitr, t* /* «T«r* /•£*#*# 
fifyptvoi &m vnp vttiCoM Asr-oMar*. i. 17/ 

Gretf 
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Great Atreus' Jons andwarlikeGreece, attend: 
So may tb % immortal Gods your caufe defend. 
So may you Priam* s lofty, bulwarks bum, 
And rich in gather' dfpoils to Greece return, 
As, for tbeje gifts, my daughter you beftow, 
And reverence due to great Apollo Jhew, 
yove'sfav'rite offspring, terrible in war, 
Who fends bisjhafts unerring from afar. 

Tickel. 

That affe&ing tendernefs of the father, 
which Homer has marked out by the me- 
lancholy flow of the line, as well as by the 
endearing cxpreflion of 

is entirely loft by Mr. Tickel. When 
Chryfes coldly mentions his daughter, with- 
put z fingl€ epithet of concern or affe&ion, 
he feems much too indifferent himfelf to 
move the audience in his favor. But the 
whole paflage as it ftands in Mr. Pope's 
Iliad, is in general animated with a far more 
lively fpirit of poetry* Who can obferve 
the moving poftureof fupplication in which 
he has drawn the venerable old pfieft, 
ftretching out his arms in all the affe<ft- 

3 in S 
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ing warmth of intreaty, without (haring in 
his diffrefe, and melting into pity ¥ 

Te kings and warriors ! may your vows Be 
crown'd, 
t AndTrofs proud walls lie level with the ground: 
May Jove rejioreyou when your toils are o'er 9 
Safe to the pleafures of your native fhore : 
But, 6b I relieve a wretched parent's pain t 
And give Cbryfeis to. thefe arms again. 
If mercy fail > yet let my prefents move, 
And dread avenging Pbcebus, Jon qfjove. 

Pope. 

The insinuation with which Chryfes cloi& 
his fpeech, that the Grecians, muft eXpe& 
the indignation of Apollo would purfue 
them if they rejeded the petition of his 
prieft, is happily intimated by a fingle epl* 
thet : 

And dread avenging Pbtzbus y 

whereas the other tranflator takes the com-* 
pafs of three lines to exprefs the. fame 
thought lefs ftrongly . 

When the heralds are fent by Agamem- 
non to Achilles, in order to demand Bri* 
fei'Si that chief is* prevailed upon to part 

with 
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with her: and accordingly dircds Patrocki 
to deliver up this contefted beauty intd 
their hands j 

Ami /• a^nr. t* /* 4v7if /tuf «f* ri«f A%*uw. 
U /• *i*«** *p* *«!** *vw mi> 4 i 345* 

The beauty of Brife'is as deicribed in theft 
line's, together with the relu&ancc with 
which fhe is hef e feptefented as forced from 
her lord, cannot but touch the reader in a 
very fenfible manner. Mr. Tickel, how- 
fever, haa debafed this affe&ing pifture, by 
the moft unpoetical and familiar diftion. 
I will not delay you with making piy ob- 
jections in form to his language, but havd 
diftinguifhed the exceptionable expreffions* 
in the lines themfelves : 

Patroclus his dear friend oblig'J, 
- And uflier'd in the lovely keeping maiJ; 
§ore figh'd file, as the heralds took ber band, 
And oft lookd back* flow moving o'er tbt 
ftrand. TicfcEL* 

Our BritiKh Homer has reftored this piece 
to its original grace and delicacy : 

Patroclut 
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J^atroctus now tb* unwilling beauty brought : 
Sb&> in foft forrows 9 and in penjive thought, 
Tqfs'djilent, as the heralds held ber. band, 
And oft look'd back, floiv moving o % er the 
Jlrand. Popte. 

The tumultuous behaviour of Achilles, 
as dcfcribed by Homer in the lines imme- 
diately following* afford a very pleating and 
natural contraft to the more compofed and 
filent forrow of Brifeis. The poet repre- 
sents that hero as fuddenly rufhing out from 
his tent, and flying to the fea-fhore, where 
he gives vent to his indignation; and in 
bitternefs of foul complains to Thetis, not 
only of the diflionor brought upon him by 
4 Agamemnon, but of the injuftice even of 
Jupiter himfelf: 

Qlf* if 4\Q< *WQhm, OfOfiV ST/ OiPOWA TQPTOV. 

Uok^a /t ftitTf # p ihf *tn**T§ %*#** oftyrvu &c. i. 34$, 

Mr. Tickel, in rendering the fenfe of thefe 
lines, has rifenintoa fomewhat higher flight 
of poetry than ufual. However, you will 

obferve 
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obferve his expremon in one or two places 
is exceedingly languid and profeical; as 
the epithet he has given to the waves is 
highly injudicious. 

The widow' d hero, when the fair vrz$ gone, 
Far from bis friends fai \ bath 'din tears ; alone. 
On the cold beach he fate, and fix' d his eyes ■ 
Where y black with forms, the curling billows 

rife. . 

And as thefea wide rolling befurvey'd, 
With out-Jlretcb'd arms to his fond mother 

P ra y' d - , Tickel. 

Curling billows might be very proper in de- 
scribing a calm, butfuggefts toopleafing an 
image to be applied tqthe ocean when re- 
prefented as black wkfrjlorms. Mr. Pope 
has opened the thought in thefe lines with * 
great dignity of numbers, and exquifite pro- 
priety of imagination; as the additional cir- 
cumftanceshe has thrown in, are fo many 
beautiful improvements upon his author : 
Not Jo hislofs the fierce Achilles bore : 
Mut fad- retiring to the founding Jhore, 
O'er the wild margin of the deep he hung, 
That kindred deep from which his mother 
fprung: 

Then 
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Then battid in tears of anger and dif Jain ^ 
TJbus loud lamented to thejtortny main* Pope* 

Apollo having feat a plague aftiottg the 
Grecians, in refentment of the injury done 
to his priefl Chryfes by detaining his daugh- 
ter; Agamemnon confents that Chryfeis 
fliall be reftored. Accordingly a fhip is 
fitted out under the command of Ulyfles, 
who is employed to conduct the damfel to 
her father. That hero and his companions 
being arrived at Chryfa, the place to which 
they were bound, deliver up their charge * 
and having performed a facrifice to Apolld, 
fet fail early the next morning for the Gre- 
cian camp. Upon this occafion Homer ex- 
hibits to us a moft beautiful fea-piece : 

An tots xoipnrAf to m*$* <v$vppti<rta, wi©\ 
Hft®» /' n$iyiVH& paw foJ*oAt*n/A©f H»*, 

KAt 7tT §T«T* dLP&y»70 [AiT* rfATOK tVfUP A%fLt#fl 

0*P ifoy sn**tf 9 *r* *' trs* Mine* 4KT*rt*p. 
Zv /* arepot Tfwr«r fUKror m»jr, et^fi j± % v ^ 

2T«f? rooftop [liyAjC i*Xt, frfO* § m u 

H /' t0w k*t* *t*/** fum&wt* *§ Mt4*r i, 475; 
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If there is apy paffa^e throughout Mr. Tick- 
ets trapflatioji of this book, which has the 
lead pretence to ftand in competition with 
Mr. Pope's verfion ; it is undoubtedly that 
which corresponds with the Greek lines 
juft now quoted. It would indeed be an 
inftance of great partiality not to acknow- 
ledge, they breathe the true fpirit of po- 
etry ; and I muft own myfclf at a lofs which 
to prefer upon the whole* tho' I think 
Mr. Pope is evidently fuperiar to his rival, 
in his manner of opening the description : 

At evening thro' thejbote dijfrerjd tbeyjkep y 
Hujh'd by the. diftant roarings of the deep. 
When now. qfcendingfrom tbejhades of night* 
Aurora gkw'd in, all bet r$ light, 
The daughter of the dawn: tb' awakeridcrew* 
Backto the Greeks encamp* d their courfe renew. 
<Tbe breezes frejhen: for with friendly gales 
Apollo fwelPd tbeir wide-dijtended fails ; 
Cleft by the rapid prow the waves dividfa 
And in boarfe murnwrs break on either Jide* 

Tickel. 

%< Twaf night : the chiefs, befide their vejftl lie, 
Tillrojfy morn had purpled o'er tbejky : 

Then 
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Then launch* and foife the maji; indulgent gates, 
Supply 9 d by Pbcebus,fill the /welling fails*, 
The milk-white canvas bellying as they blow* 
Tths parted ocean foams and roars below : 
Above the bounding billows fwift they few, 
&c. Pope, 

There is fomething wonderfully pleafing 
in that judicious paufe, which Mr. Pope 
has placed at the beginning of thefe Muss. 
It neceffarily awakens the attention of the 
reader and gives a much greater air of fa- 
lemnity to the fcene, than if the circum- 
ftance of the time had been lefs diftindtly 
pointed out, and blended, as in Mr.TickeTs 
tranflation, with the reft of the defcription; 
Homer has been celebrated by an- 
tiquity for thofe fublime images of the 
Supreme Being, which he fo often raifes in 
the Iliad. It is Macrobms, if I remember 
right, who informs us, that Phidias being 
afked from whence he took the idea of his 
celebrated ftatue of Olympian Jupiter, ac- 
knowledged that he had heated his inva- 
gination by the following lines : 

S 2 Xf*ro# 
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i. 528. 

But whatever magnificence of imagery Phi- 
dias might difcover in the original ; the 
Englifli reader will fcarce, I imagine, con- 
ceive any thingvery grand and fublime from 
the following copy : 

Tbisfaid, his kingly brow the fire indirid. 
The large black curb fell awful from behind. 
Thick Jhadowing the fiern forehead of the god: 
Olympus trembled at th' almighty nod. 

Tickel, 

That our modern Actuaries, however, may 
not have an excufe for burlefquing the fi- 
gure of the great father of gods and men, 
for want of the benefit of fo animating a 
model, Mr. Pope has preferved it for them 
in all its original majefty : 

Hejpoke, and awful bends bis fable brows ; 
Shakes his ambrqfial curls and gives the nodi 
Thefiamp of fate t andfanSlion of the god: 
High beav'n with trembling the dread fignal 

took, 
And all Olympus to the centre JhooL Pope. 

I TOOK 
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I took occafion in a former letter, to 
make fome exceptions to a paflage or two 
in the parting of Hector and Andromache, 
" as tranflated by your favorite poet, I (hall 
now produce a few lines from the fame 
beautiful epifode for another purpofe, and 
in order to fhew, with how much more 
mafterly a hand, even than Dryden himfelf, 
our great improver of Englifh poetry has 
worked upon the fame fubjed. 

A§ Andromache is going to the tower of 
Ilion, in order to take a view of tha field of 
battle, Hedtor meets her, together with her 
foh the young Aftyanax, at the Scaean gate. 
The circumftances of this fudden interview 
are finely imagined. Hedtor in the firft 
tranfport of his joy is unable to utter a fingle 
word, at, the fame time that Andromache, 
tenderly embracing his hands, burfts out 
into a flood of tears : 

Htm pit [AHthwr /JW u *WAtf& */**V 
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VI. 404. 



Dryden has tranflated this paflage with a 
S 3 cold 
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cold and unpoctical fidelity to the mere 
letter of the original : 

He&or beheld him with afilent /mile, 
His tender wifejlood weeping by the while, 
Prefs'd in her own his warlike handjhe took, 
Tbenjigb'd and thus prophetically Jpoke. 

Dryden. 

But Pope has judicioufly taken a larger com- 
pafs, and by heightening the piece with a 
few additional touches, has wrought it up 
in all the affe&ing fpirit of tendernefs and 
poetry : 

Silent the warrior fmit d, and pleas drtfigrid 
To tender pajjions all his mighty mind: 
His beauteous princefs cqft a mournful look, 
Hung on bis band, and then dejeSIedJpoke; 
Her bofom labored with a boding, Jigh, 
And the big tearjlood trembling in her eye. 

Pope. 

Andromache afterwards endeavors to per- 
fuade Hedror to take upon himfelf the de- 
fence of the city, and not hazard a life fo 
important, (he tells him, to herfelf, and his 
fon, in the more dangerous a&ion of the 
field: v 
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571? wfajfe the noble HeSlor thus reply' d: 

fThat and the r?fl are in my dotty care : 

But Jhould IJhun the dangers of the war* 

JVitbfcdrh ihi Trbjmsnddtlld reward my pains, 

And their ffoud ladies with their /weeping 

trains. 

The Grecian Jhdords dnd fences Iran behr: 

But lofs of honor is toy only care. Dr yd, 

.. *- ± * * « * ./ 

Nothing can be more flat and unanimated 

than thefe lines. One may fay upon this 
occafion, what Dry den himfelf, I remem- 
ber, fomewbere obferves, that a good poet 
is no more like himfelf in a dull tranffotion, 
than his dead carcafe would be to his living 
body. To catch indeed the foul of our 
Grecian bard, and breathe his fpirit into an 
Englifli verfion, feems to have been a pri- 
vilege referved folely for Pope: 

The chief reply* d: That pojljhall be my care ; 
Nurjhat alone y bnt all the works of war. 

S 4 How 
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JJow would the Jons of Troy, in arms re- 

And Trofs proud dames, wbofe garment* 

fvoeep the ground, 
Attaint the luftre of my former name, 
Skould Hetfor Safely quit the fields of fame f 

Pope, 

In the farther profecution of this epifode 
Ucftor prophefies his own death, and the 
definition of Troy; to which he adds, 
that Andromache fhould he led captive in*- 
to Argos, where, among other difgraceful 
offices which he particularly enumerates, 
tfie fhould be employed, he tells her, in the 
fervile talk of drawing water. The dif- 
ferent manner in which this laft circum • 
fiance is exprefled by our two Englifh poets 
will afford the ftrongeft inftance, how much 
additional force the fame thought will re- 
ceive from a more graceful turn of phrafe : 
Qrfrom deep wells the living Jlream to take, 
And on thy weary jhoulders bring it back. 

Pryden, 

or bring 
Tfc weight of waters from Hyperid 's firing. 

Pope. 
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ft is in certain peculiar turns of didion that 
the language of poetty is principally diftin- 
guilhed from that of profe; as indeed the 
fame words are, in general, common to them 
both. It is in a turn of this kind, that the 
beauty of the laft quoted line confifts. For 
the whole grace, of the exprefiion would 
vanifli, if, inftead of the two fubftantives 
which are placed at the beginning of the 
verfe, the poet had employed the more 
common fyntax of a fubftantive with its 
adjedfcive. 

When this faithful pair have taken their 
finel adieu of each other, Hedtor returns to 
the field of battle, at the fame time that the 
difconfolate Andromache joins her maidens 
in the palace. Homer defcribes this circum- 
ftance in the following tender manner : 

£rTfotr*A<£pfttftf, SaMftt *ata f&*fu X***** 

Ai^A J>* tretb' iKAft fo(M VJ PcUlTAOfT/ti 

Apf* 1 *?**** Tfftt ftyoor variety %i*i*vt. 

Ai pit tn luof yovr E*7*f* <p vti oixp. VI. 494. 

I will make no remarks upon the different 

fiicceft 
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fuccefs of our two celebrated poets in trans- 
lating this paffage* fcutj after having laid 
both before you, leave their Verfioos to (peak 
for thetoifelvcs. The truth is, the difpari ty 
between them is fauch tot> vifible to require 
anj comment to fender it more obfervable : 

At this for new replies hi did httjlty, 
But lacd his crejled befih, and fir ode a&ay. 
His lovely corifort to her hoiife Hturtid, 
. And looking often back, ihfilence mouf-n'd: 
Home when pie came, b'lr fectet *tbbk Jhe vent$> 
And fills the palace with her loud lamints. 
Tbofe loud laments be? icbofag fnaxdi tefiofe, 
And HeStor, yei alive, h$ dead deplore. 

Dryden. 

Thus having Jaidi the glorious chief refumes 
His tow 'ry helmet, black with Jhading plumes. 
His prince/s parts with a prophetic figh, 
Unwilling parts, and oft reverts her eye, 
That ftream'd at ev*ry lovk : then moving jhw, 
Sought her own palace, and iitdulgd her &6i. 
There, while her tears deplored the godlike tflaii, 
Thro all the train thefoft thfeftiori ran \ 
The pious maids their mingled forrowjhed*, 
And mourn the living HeSlor as the dead. 

P0P£\ 

As 
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As I purpbfe to Mfoto Mt< Pepfc &rA* 
thofe feveral parts of the Hind, Ivhfctt* &hy of 

our diftinguiflied poets have gone before 
hiiiij I muftlead you on till we tdirit ib 
the fpeech of Safpedori to GlatteaS, ih *hd 
xii th Book. 

T\avKe, rtv <f« v»t tstz/xw/^a (tcttera, 
Er Am/a, <«***** 4S $«*< «*, Aarfptafe^ 

Tfi> yi/jr J^f|> AUKMfl fAtTO. <9fQTU9t9 W7&f 9 

Eraser, f J^g PAW* x&vrttpu ctvTtCohnftu' 

Oppct Tif &J* wry AtJKI&V 4SVX& $afn.Kt*&f 9 

00 (JLAV £K\*tet AVKmf X&TcLKOtpkhvflV ~*' 

£&A)f, fTta AVKtOKTl jJGTO, <3r{9fwt pA%tyf&t. 

AtH<h jAtKtotpiiV etynfoi r aktvetra re 
OtfT€ *« *« TgAAO/^t/ /U*X WF «* *vJw£i$4.p % 

lQ[M m m f& tuxes oizfypev, ite 77* u^m 

xin 3 to. 

This 



Digitized 



by Google 



268 LETTER LIT. 

This fpirited fpeech has been tranflated by 
the famous author of Cooper's Hill : 

Above the reft why is our pomp andpow'r ? 
Our flocks ', our herds 9 and our pojfejjims more ? 
Why all the tributes land andfea affords, 
Heap'd in great chargers, had our fumptuous 

boards ? 
Our cbearful guefts caroufe tbefparkling tears 
Of the rich grape, wbilftmufic charms their ears. 
Why, as we pafs, do tbofe on Xantbus Jhore 
As gods behold us, and as gods adore ? 
But that, as we/I in danger as degree, 
Weftandtbeflrft: that when our Ly dans fee 
Our brave examples, they admiring fay, 
Behold our gallant leaders ! tbefe are they 
fteferve their greatnefs ; and unenvf dftand, 
Since what they acl tranfcends what they 

command. 
Could the declining of this fate, oh! friend, 
Our date to immortality extend, 
Or if death fought not them whofeek not death, 
Would I advance ? orjhouldmy vainer breath 
With fuch a glorious folly thee infpire ? 
Mutfnce with fortune nature doth confpire ; 
Since age, difeafe, or fome lefs noble end, 
tfbo 9 not lefs certain, does our days attend; 

Since 
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Since 'tis decreed, and to this period lead 
j& tboufand ways, the noblejl path we'll tread '% 
*/lnd bravely on, till they, or we, or all 
*A common facrifice to honour fall. 

Djsnham. 

Mr. Pope paffes fo high an encomium 
on thefe lines, as to allure us, that, if his 
tranflation of the fame paflage has any fpi- 
' rit, it is in fome degree due to them. It 
is certain they have great merit, confidering 
the ftate of our Englifh verification when 
Denham flourifhed : but they will by no 
means fupport Mr. Pope's compliment, any 
more than they will bear to (land in compe- 
tition with his numbers. And I dare fay, 
you will join with me in the fame opinion, 
when you confider the following vcrfion of 
this animated fpeech : 

Why boajl we, Glaucus, our extended reign, 
Where Xanthus 9 Jlreams enrich the Lycian 

plain ? 
Our nutn'rous herds that range the fruitful field, 
And hills where vines their purple barveft yield? 
Our foaming bowls with purer neSlar crown 9 d, 
Our feajls enbancd with mujic's fyrightly 

found? 

Why 
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Why on tbefejhores are we with joy Jkrvey*d 9 
Admird as heroes, and as gods obefd ? 
Unlejs great aStsfupenhr merit prove> 
And vindicate the bounteous pow'rs above; 
*£bat when with wondering eyes our martial 

bands 
Jfcbold ow 4eed$ trajtjcwdfcg our commands, 
Ssfch, tbqyviay cry* dtferve the foil reign jkate. 
Whom thqfe that envy dare not imitate. 
Could off wr cure dude the gloomy grave, 
Wbdcb qkms nfl kfs, the fearful than, the brave, 
for Iftfi of fame ijhavld not %ainly dare 
%i fighting f(Ms, nqr urge thy foul to wan 
^utfincf, akfo ! ignoble agemujl come, 
Dtfqafe* wd faith's inexorable doom, ; 
The I ft, Vihwk other spay, let us befiow, 
j&ndgive to fame what "me to nature owe* 
Brave tbo* we fall, and honor* d if we live, 
Or let us glory gain, or glory give. 

Pope. 

If any thing can be juftly objected to 
<hia tranflatjion, it i$ x perhaps, that in one 
or two ; pteces it i$ top diffufed and defcrip- 
tive far that agitation in which it was 
f^oken. In general, however one. may ven- 
ture to aflert, that it is warmed with the 
3 fame 
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fame ardor of poetry and hefoifm that glows 
in the original; as thofe feveral thoughts, 
which Mr. Pope has intermixed f his own, 
naturally arife out of the fentiments of his 
author, and are perfectly conformable to the 
character and circumftances of the fpeaker. 

I shall clpf$ this review with Mr- 
Congreve ; who has tranflated the petition 
of Priam to Achilles for the bodv of his 
fon He&or, together with the lamentations 
of Andromache, Hecuba, and Helen. 

Homer represents the unfortunate kins 
of Troy, as entering unobferved into the 
tent of Achilles; and illuftrates the furprize 
which arofe in that chief and his attendants, 
upon the firft difcovery of Priam, by the 
following fimile r 

ft< <F qtav Avff fitm mv%tm ha/Zfj or' m <*at$ 

*».T£ KttpajLTCiVAh 4AK&P *% IKZT9 ty/LW 9 

xxfo 480. 

Nothing can be more languid and inelegant 
than the manner in which Congreve has 
rendered this paffage : 

But 
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But as a wretch, who has a murder done, 
Andfeekmg refuge , does from jujtice run ; 
Entering fame houfe, in hajle, where he's un~ 

known, 
Creates amazement in the lookers on : 
So did Achilles gaze,furpriz 9 d to fee 
The godlike Priam's royal mifery. Con o* 

But Pope has raifed the fame thought with 
his ufual grace and fpirit : 

As when a wretch, who, confcious of his crime, 
Purfu'dfor murder y flies his native clime, 
Ju/l gains fotne frontier, breathlefs, pale, 

amazd! 
AH gaze, all wonder: thus Achilles gaz*d< 

Pope. 

The fpeech of Priam is wonderfully 
pathetic and affe&ing. He tells Achilles, 
that out of fifty fons, he had one only re- 
maining; and of him he was now unhappi- 
ly bereaved by his fword. He conjures him 
by his tendernefs for his own father, to com- 
miferate the moil wretched of parents; 
who, by an uncommon feverity of fate, 
was thus obliged to kifs thofe hands which 
were imbrued in the blood of his children: 

r* 
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AWtV<«W TJCpd *f/0, $f|0 /' ttXf f«/07* ATT049A 9 

AXX* **f ii« St** , Aj^iAiii, tfvror r* fAt«m 9 / 

EM** f\ ## «*» ftrt«i%l#i>i9 > /6f*r<* aX***, 

These moving lines Mr, pongrevc ha# 
dcbafed ipto the loMrcft and nrt>ft ui^ffeft* 
ih£ profe ; . * . 

For bis fake only I am bithtr eo#e\ 
Rich gifts I bring* and wealth, <fr endlefs fu$n% 
All to redeem tbftt fatal prize you wm+ ' - 1 
A worthlefs ranfom for fo brave &fon. j.7 
pefr tbejujl go^ Acbiliei f and ansae 
■ Witk.t*ty Im&> thinks you your father jes ; , 
Suck at I am, be is; alone in this > 
I can no equal have, in miferieh y, ~ . 
Of all mankind mojl wretched and forhrne* 
Bow'd witbfuch weight as never has been borne j 
Redut'd to knertend fray to you, from whom 
^befyring andfource ofallmyjbrrows comei 
1&t6 gift* to court mine and try country's 
:•: « bate, ' % - * . :: 'I ; * t \ 

«di*df %f/i thofe hands which have my children 

. Jluln, 7y *CpN f GREV£. 

T Nothing 
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Nothing could compen&te the trouble of 
laboring through thefe heavy and talteiefs 
rhitnes, but the pleasure of being relieved. 
at the end of them with a more lively pre* 
fyc& of poetry : 

For bm thro* hoftile camps I bent my way,., 
tdr bim thus fro/Irate at thy feet I Jay '; 
Large gifts proportion* d to thy wrath 1 bear j 
O Bear the wretched, and the gods revere! 
ITbinkoftbyfrtber, and tbk face heboid) 
$v bidt in mt 9 as beliefs and as old J 
'tbd not Jo wretched ': tbtre be yitids to tot, 
TbefirJlofvitnmjbvVtigntoiftryi 
Thus fore' d to ineel, thus grov'lingto tmtitoce 
Thefcwrp and ruin of my realm and rajtei • 
Suppliant my ibildren's murdrtr tit impkrb, 
Jnd kifs tbofe bands yet /wking with *bfo 
pre* P<w&; 

Achilles having at length coe&dtctf & 
reftore the dead body of Hc&or, lykfh 
conduces it to his palace. It is there pfeced 
in funeral pomp, at the fame timet that 
mournful dirges are fung over the eotyfe, 
intermingled with the lamentations of An- 
dromache, Hecuba, and Helen : 

TO* 
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Ther* it fiWttttthtef Hxtfcmely folemn an* 
affedking in Homer's defcription o£ this ifcene 
of for row c a tractor, w ho wastoocbtiL 
with the leaft fpark of poetry* cottld not, 
one mould imagine, but rife beyond him- 
felf\ in copying alfter fd noble aft original. 
It has not, however, been able; to elcv<al& 
Mr Congreve above his ufual fiaioefi dl 
numbers t {'■■'• " ni 

- '■ •♦ "-•" tbentitl' ■ -^ 
With care the bwty ^ ajwnptiufos h&i " • ' -* 
And round about were skt$HlJmgersff*£ty o* 
#*& wtptandjigh'd, bnd in. fad note* exfrefij 
tfiettmoan* Mh « Chorus did <*$?** ' s 
tymtderfaly mttrffui barmny>. ■« 

«*' '• l • • CoHoRBVti 

It would be the higheft injuftiee to the 
following lines to quote them in oppofition 
to thofe of Mr. Congreve : I produce them, 
as marked with a vein of poetry much Al- 
perior even to the original : 
A . j ".: T a 5% 
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Tbey weep, and place him on a bed of fiat c. 
A melancholy choir attend around 
With plaintroi fighs and mufic'sfolemn found: 
Alternately, tbeyjtxg, alternate flaw 
Tfc- obedient tears % melodious in their woe $ 
WMle deeper firrows groan from e&bf-fvN 
.;.! heart* . - t . 

Mnd nature Jpeaks at every paufe of .art. > . , 

» * • * « " \ 

,[T»0s, Euphronius, I have brought bcr 
£pcc ypu<femc of the moft renowned of our 
Jritiih bards, con tendings as it were,, for 
the prize of poetry : and there can be no 
Abate to whom it juftly belongs. Mr. Pope 
jfeetns, ihdeed, to have raifed our nufnbers 
to {he highefl: f ofllble perfe&ion of ftr^ngth 
and harmoaf: And, I fear, all the praife 
that the bfift &cceedio& poets can expeft* 
as to their verification, will be, that the^ 
bfve happily imitated his manner. I am, 
&c. 
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LETTER UII. 2 

21? Orontes, 

YOUR letter found me juft upon my 
ret&rn from an excurfion ijito Ikrk- 
{hire, where I had been paying a vifit to a 
friend, who is drinking the waters at Sun- 
nine-hill. In one of my morning rides over 
that delightful country, I accidentally paffed 
thro' a little village, which afforded me 
much agreeable meditation; as in times to 
come, perhaps, it will be vifited by the lo- 
vers of the polite arts, with as much vene- 
ration as Virgil's tomb, or any other celebra* 
ted fpot of antiquity. The place I mean is 
Binfield, where the poet to whom I am in* 
"debted (in common with every reader of 
Tafte) forfo much exquifite entertainment, 
fpent the earlieft part of his youth. I will 
not fcrup'etoconfeft that I looked upon the 
fcene wncre he planned fome of thofe besp- 
tifijl performances which firft recommend- 
ed htm to the notice of the world, with a 
degree of enthufiafm : and could not but 
confidcr the ground as (acted that was im- 
T 3 prefled 
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prefled with the footfteps of a geniua that 
undoubtedly iocs ihehigheft honor to our 
age and nation* 

The fituation of mind in which I found 
fayfelf upon this occanon* fuggefted to my 
jemembrance a paifage in Tufly, which I 
thought I never fo thoroughly entered into 
the fpirit of before. That nohje author, in 
•one of hi* philofophical converiation<-pieces, 
{introduces his friend Atticus as observing the 
pleating eife£ which fecnes of this nature 
.j*e wont to have upon one's mind : Movt- 
Mfr tn'm (fays that polite Roman) pe/ck 
xp# fa&o, locjs ipfis, itf quibus eorum, £«Mf 
dtfigims aut admiratrw, adfuni vefiigia^ 
Me quuhniff* ilia nojlra Jthetuf, mm tarn 
Dptribus magnified exquifitifque wtiqwrm 
or films tfek&vnt, ftym recordation* famo- 
rmvirarm, ubi qui/que kabitwttuiifcdcrt, 
jfH Ji/putareJbJbHttu. 

Thus, you fee, I could , defend myfe{f 
by an example of great authority, were I in 
danger upon, this occa&jn of being r^Uqule^ 
as. a romantic vifippary. 3m J am top 
well acqbainted with the refined fentiments 
of Orontes, to he under any apprehenfion 
jyf wfU condemn. the imprcflions I have 

here 
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here acknowledged. Oa the contrary, I 
have, often heard! you mention, wi$h, appif- 
bation a cp-cumftance of this kind which is 
related of Silius Italicus. The annual cere- 
monies which that poet performed at Vir- 
gil's fepulchre, gave yon a more favorable 

' opinion of his tafte, you confeiTed, than any 
thiilg in his works was able to raiie. 

It is certain that fome of the greateft 
names of antiquity have diiUnguifhed them- 
fclves by the high reverence they {hewed to 
the poetical chara&er. Scipiq,' you may 
remember, defired to be laid in the fame 
tomb With Ennius ; and I am inclined to 
jpanjpn that fuccefsful madman Alexander, 

■ many of his extravagancies, for tlje gene- 
tpus regard he paid to the memory of Pin- 
dar,- 4t jthc faeking of Thebes, 

T#siE fecms, ipi|fed, to be ipmethiag 
in poetry, that raifes the p^fleflors of tbjat 

9 jjejy Jjngnjar talent, far higher, jn the-efti- 
matiflp.-pf the world in general, tban thofe 

WM? < ** Q 4 * n W, pd)«J, V Ae jrefined 
( ar'tiV, , A n * accordingly vre .find, that jk*?s 

t Wf been ..diftingui Jed by . antiquity wiljh 
^be'ropft remarkable honors, TJ?us Hmcf, 

*$$ Hf!W»-W te^Hfytifft* aa 'tije 

i-.r'jib T 4 "' citlzen8 
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j dti2eft$of Mitylene ftamped the image of 
Sappho upon their public coin. Anacreon 

* received a folemn invitation to fpend his 
days at Athens j arid Hipparchus, the fon of 
Pififtratus, fitted out a fplendid veffel in or- 
der to tranfport him thither j arid when 
Virgil came into the theatre at Rome, the 

% whole audierice rOfe up arid faluted him with 
the fame refped as they would have paid to 

" Auguftiis himfelf. 

Pai^tin6, one fhould imagine, has the 
faired pretenfidhs of rivaling her fiftcr-art 
in thfcnutttber of admirers) and yet, where 
Apelles is mentioned once, Homer is cele- 

' brated a fhoufand times. Nor can this be 
accounted for by urging that the works of 

" the latter are ft ill extant, while thofe of the 
former have perifhed long fince i for is not 
Milton's paradlfe loft bore univerfafly ef* 
teemed than Raphael's cartoons ? 

The xt uth, I imagine, is, there are more 

'who are natural* judges of the harmony of 
numbers jhari of the grate of proportions. 
One meets but few who hive n6t, in 

" fome degree It teaft, a- tolerable ear: but a 
Judicious tf)fe is afar piore uncommon polf- 
ft'fl|*ii.'¥w 4s Words are the uriiverfal me- 

■ l dwa 
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diutn which all men employ in order to 
convey their fenthnents to each other; it 
feems a juft confequence that they (hould 
be more generally formed for relifhing and 
judging of performances in that Wajr: 
whereas the art of reprtfenting ideas by 
means of lines and colors, lies more out of 
the rqad of common ufe, and is therefore 
left adapted to the tafte of the general run 
of mankind* 

I hazard this obforvation, in the hope 
of drawing from you your fenthnents upon 
a fubjedt in which no man is more qualified 
to decide j at indeed it is to the converfation 
of Orontes that I am indebted for . the dis- 
covery of many refined delicacies in the 
imitative art£ which, without his judicious 
affiftance, would have lain concealed to me 
with other common obfervers. Adieu. 
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To PHlDIFfWS. 

i: : -• ••.-.. ..-. . * 

I AM by no means rurprrfqd that the in- 
terview you kave lately had with de- 
andtca, has given you a much lower idea of 
%ts abilities, than what you had before con- 
•'ceived: and fince it has rfcifed your otiri- 
ofity to know my opinion of bis character; 
you (hall have it with all that freedom 
you may jttftly expe$. 

I have always then considered Clean- 
dies as pbflefied of the mod; extraordinary 
talents ; but bis talents are of VJcind, which 
can only be exerted upon uncommon occa- 
sions. They aW iformcd fctf the gretteft 
depths of bulmefs and affairs ; but abfo- 
lutely out ofSH fiae-for the fallow* of or- 
dinary life. In circumftances that require 
the moft profound reafonings, in incidents 
that demand the moft penetrating politics; 
there Cleanthes would (bine with fupreme 
Juftre. But view him in any fituation in- 
ferior to thefe; place him where he cannot 
raife admiration, and he will moft proba- 
bly fink into contempt, Cleaatfees, in {hart, 
" t;':^ I wants 
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want* nothing . but the addition . of certain 
niinuteiccomplilhments, to render, him a 
finished character: but being wholly defti- 
tute of thofe little talents which are hecef." 
fary to render a man ui&ul pr Agreeable in 
the daily commerce of the. world, thofe 
great abilities which he polfefles lie unob- 
frrvied or neglected. 

Hb often indeed gives ono oecafipn *> 
refio$ how necefiary itii to bo mailer of ?a 
fort of voder qniUties, in order m.fet of" 
and recommend thofe ojf aiupbrjor natures 
To know how to defcend with, grace and 
tift into ordinary occauoos, and to fall in 
with the Jeft important parties and purpoftp 
«f mankind* it an art of more general in- 
Dnence* perhnp** tha« it vfuaHy imagined. 

U I worn to form n youth therefore for 
the worJd. I (bnnld certainly endeavour to 
titivate in nim thole fecondary <nwii6- 
fations } and train him op to an addreis jn 
|hpfe lower afta, which render an»an agree- 
able in convejfatJQjy or uicful 19 the inno- 
nent pleaftres and acc ommodat ions of life. 
.^ff^cfoX ikill and tajto of thgta kind, w#t 
jpoder sue abilities, will in moft ioftencet, ,1 
ifjinrft. |>rov« mve fuccefsfujl «n the worlds 
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than a mirth higher degree of capacity 
without them. 1 am, tec. 

LETTER LV. 

Ta E U P H R O N I u s. 

July 17, 1 73ft. 

IF the temper and turn of Timanthes had 
not long prepared me for what has hap* 
pened, I Jhotild have received your account 
of his death with more Airpfizej but I 
fufpefted from bur earlieft' acquaintance, 
that his fentiments and- dftpofttion would 
lead him ihto a fatiety of life, much fooner 
than nature would probably cany him to 
•the end of it. When unfettled principles 
fall in with a conftitutional gloominefs of 
tinind, it is no wonder the tajtium vine 
Should gain daily (trehgtb, till it puflies a 
man to fcek relief againft the moft 4e4pe- 
rate of all diftempers, from the' point of a 
fword, or the bottom of a river. 

But to learn to accommbdate oiir^iffe 

to that portion of HappitieiV which P&& 

dence has fet before us, isbf all the-^Rws 

•of philofophy fjurdy the moft' heeefliryl 

High 
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Highfftftd exquifite gratifications are not 
c^fift^nt , >vitl) thc ; appointed meafures of 
hu^jipity ; and, perhaps, if wc would fully. 
c»jey jfce rgjUA of our beings wc fhould ra^. 
t&?f <iftft^4cr thermiferies wc. efcape, . than 
tpo-flififty e^iq}tne the intri/ific, worth of 
th* Jtfpf^foe Pftff?*?* It is, atleaft, the 
bufii?efro£true vyifdom to bring; together 
every c^rcwnftancc, .which may light up a 
flwn^\<^ ( ch^^uljiefs in the rrjind: and 
^^^ipifft^jn^fiblcifit fyouldper- 4 
pcinfa^ : btt)pwit|\jt^ 
ijeisij J$* pru4encc fhould prcferve it as a 
fjOTpd: iyre,' which is never fo be totally ex- 

,';$/£¥ pwfiwded,, this di%uft qf }lfe}*' 
&£qgfu^ly in4**iged out of a principle of 
* W, .y^pity . It is , efteemed as a mark of 
*n$pjn#ion re|inement r and^aV placing, i 
m an? above Jthc ordinary level of ms fpecips* 
to fcero fuperior t tp the vulgar feelings of 
happinefs. Trae^ood fenfe* however, mpft 
certainly confifts^ not in defpifing, but in 
mwagingfioqrftock of life to the beft ad» 
vatrtaje; m& chearful acquiefcence in (he 
irifciiu«$?p£ Providence, is, oije of the 
hvoDge& fyinptpms of awellnconftituted 
: -, 4 ; mind* 
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mind. Self-wearineft is a ctrcumftaidce 
that ever attends folly ; and 1 t6 rtnttmn oar 
being is the greateft, and indeed the pecu- 
liar infirmity 'of human nature. It U * 
noblefenrimentwMchTullyputs into th*^ 
mouth of Cato, in his treatife upon old age : 
Nanlubetrfiibi{tvf% that venerable Roman ) 
deplorarc vitam,' quod thvtti, et £ doBi, fapt 
ficerunti ftefue me pixijfe pamtet: q*onut*r 
itavixi, utnoh frttftra me nafum extftibtim* 
It is in the power, indeed, of but -*Tefy 
finall proportion of mankind, to ad the. 
fame glorious part that "alfordcd fnch higK 
fatisfaftioh to this diftihguifhed patriot: 
but the number is yet. far more fnconflder^' 
able of thofe, who cannot, in any 1 rtati($n, 
fceure to themfelves a" fufficieht tttnd?bf 
complacency to render life juftly valdaofe. 1 
Who is it that is placed outbf* thcrdUh-bf 
the higheftof* all gratifications, thofe of the 
generous affections; and that canndt pro- 
vide fqr his own happine& by contributing 
fomething to die welfare of others ? As this 
difeafe of the mind generally breaks out 
withmoft violence in thofe who are fop- 
6ofed to be endowed with a, greater deli- 
cacy of tafte and rcafon, than is the a&al 

allotment 
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affiSBnehi of thettf feOow Creatures ,« oft^ 
may afk them whether there* & any fetietf 
jn the purfuits of ufeful knowledge? or, if 
one can ever be weary of benefiting man- 
kind ? Will not the fine arts fUppiy a lad- 
ing feaft to the mjad? Or can there be 
wanting a pleafurable employment, fo long 
as -tfcere remain* rcveh ,one 'aVftanfageoii% 
tirtth.to.be difcovernd or confirmed? -TJ 
copogriAin. jtaat iife has no }ojt t whUe there} 
i».a,&*gle creature whom we can relieve hy; 
our bounty, afiift by. our -counfeh; or *n>» 
H m M. bf our prefence, is to lamest the fafs of > 
^fcet trtssotWe poffcfi, md is juft as rattoafsl 
as to dlebf thirft with the cup in our hdfldi* 
3*tiiie misfortune is, when a man is fct~ 
tfedinto a habit of receiving ill hit fifei 
torn from the mere ftHtth ihdii^niwtUr 
he wear* <*itof his mind the itWh ofemf 
nobier enjoyment, at the. fame time that 
hupowtawof the fenfual kind are growing 
more ibmgiud by each repetition. It is no 
wonder therefore he mould £t\ up die me** 
fore of his gratifications, long fcefere h* 
h&s completed the. circle of his dwation? 
and either wretchedly fit down the tettralfe* 

der 
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der of bis days in djfcontcnt, or raihly throw 
them up in defpair. Farewell. 

LETTE R\ LVI, 

To TlMOClEA. 

C1RTAINLY, Timocleav you have 
a paffion for the marvelous beyond all 
power of gratification. There is not an 
adventurer throughout the whole regions 
of chivalry* with whom . you .are unac* 
quainted; and have wandered thro' more 
folios than would furqtfh o»t a. decent li- 
brary- Mine; at leaft; you, have, totally ex- 
hauiUd, and have, fo cleared my ihelvte of 
knights-errant, that I have not a (ingle hero 
remaining that, ever wa* regaled in bower 
or. hall » But tho* you h we drained me *>f my 
whole (lock of romance, I am not entirely, 
unprovided for your entertainment; and 
have enclofcd a litde Grecian fable four your 
amufement, which was lately tranfmitted to 
Vie by one of my friends He difepvered 
it, he tells n>e, apiofig fomp old manu- 
(cripts, which have been long, it fe^ms, in 

the 
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&e pofleflibn* of his fatally : andi if ybu 
will rely upon his judgment, it is a transla- 
tion by Spenfer's own nand. 

This is all the hiftory I hive t6 give ybii 
bf the following piece : the genuinenefs of 
Which t leave to be fettled between my 
frieftd and the critics, and aiifc &c; 

« 

'the Traftsformatibn b£ 

LYCON and felJPHEI^E^ 

I. 

£)EEM not* ye plaintive trew* that Juffer 
wrong* 
Ne thou* O man ! who deaVfi. the torn wfvwn 
Tie equal gods* who beav 9 n*sJky-man/ions throngs 
(Though viewlefs to the eyrie they diftant Jhein) 
Spcftators recklefs ofoUr anions been. 

Turning tie volumes of grave /ages old, 
Habere ancient f aw s in fable may befeen* 
This truth Iforii in pay tArn tale enroWd ; 
WUthfor ekfashpk drad my nmfejball here unfold. • 

What time Arcadia's floweret valtitsfam 9 d> 
Pelafgm>jirftofmd*anbsold,obey 9 J % 
There wonn'd a wigbt* and Lycon was be nantd> 
Unaw'd by confluence* of no gods afraid* 

NejufticeruFd his heart* ne tnerey fway'd. 

•-■*-■- u soml 
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Some held him kin to that abhorred race. 

Winch bcatftfls high towers with mad emprize 
ajfafd % ; / 

And fame bis cruel lynagt did y trace 
prom fill Etynnis join' din Pluto's dire embrace* 

IIL 

But he j perdy, far other tale did feign, 

And claim' d aUiaunce with ibcfiftys nine % 
And deem'd bimfelf (what deems not pride fo vain ?) 
The p eerie fs paragon tf wit divine, 
Vaunting that ev 9 ryfoeJboUldrue its tine. 
. Rigbt_ doughty wight ! yet, footb, without en /mart, 
All pow&lefs fell the tojefs fhafts malign i 
9c tis virtues, arm to wield wi/s beav'nly dart,. 
Point its keen barb with force, and fend it to the heart, 

IV. 

One only imps he had, P aft or a bight, 

Wbofefweet amtnaunce pleas' d eachfbtpheris eye : 
Yet plea? djhe not bafe Lycon's evilfprigbt % 

?bo blame in her not malice moten *fpy, 

Clear, without fpot, asfummer's cloudlefsjky. 
Hence poets feign' d, Lycean Pan arrafd 

In Lycon*sform, enfiam'd with pajfidn high, 
Deceived her mother in the covert glade % , 
Anifromipeftotnembract^fprung the heavenly maid. 

V. Thus 
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V. 

&bus fabUng they : mean while the dam/el fair 
Afhepherd youth remark' dj as o'er the plain 

She deffyplac'd elong fo debonair : 
u Seem'djbi ns one of DM* thofeh traii. 

Pull matoy a fond excufe he knew tofeign> 
Inftoctt convene to while with her the Jay, 
\ 'fill love unwares his heedlefs heart did gain* 
Nor dfmpt he y fimple wight, no mortal may 
The blinded god once harbour' d> when be lifi % farefayy 

Vr. '" 

N$w much he meditates if yet tojpeak^ 
- Aid now refolves his paffion to conceal : 
But fare, quoth he, my feely heart will break 

If aye Ifmotber what I aye muft feel. 

At length by hope emholden to reveal* 
11$ laVring fecret dropped from bis tong. 

Whiles frequent fingkils check' d hisfdltring taltj 
In modefi wife her bead Paftora bong : 
For never maid more cbafie infpiredfhepherfsfong. 

VII. 

What deeds me to recount in long dttall 

The tender parity which thefe lemani beldt 
Bow oft he vowd his love her ne'er Jhould fail i 
How oft the ftreani from forth her eyne out* 

welVd, 
Doubting if conftancyyet ever dwelPd 
tn heart of youthful wight : fuffice to know; 
Each rifing doubt he in her bofomt quell' d. 

U 2 ft 
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So p#ted thy f more bittyome both* Itrew* 
Tor rankling bvc mceaTd* mi ferns* is deadif tWi 

VIII. 

Eftfoonsfo Lycon fioift the youth did fare, 

(Lagged ever youth when Cupid argd Us way?) 
Andftrmgbt bis gentle purpofe did declare* 

Andfootb the tnounfnaunce of bis herds difplay. 

Ne Lycon meant bis fuiten toforefay : 
** Be thine Vaftdra (quoth the fnsjkerfiy) 

" And twice two tboufandjbeepber dow*rfba& 
" pay? 
Beat then the lover** heart with jcyaunce bight 

Nedempt that aught his blifs could now betray* 
Ne gueftd that fond deceit in Ly eon's bofome lay* 

IX. 

So forth beyode to feet bis retfrendjfre, 

(Tbe t good Eupbemesjbepberds him did call} 
How fweet Paftora did bis bofome fire* 

Her worth* ber promised flocks, be t olden alt. 

Ab\ nere % my fen* let Lycon thee enthrall* 
( Replf d tbefage* in wife experience old) 

" Smooth h bis tong> but full of guile withal, 
" In promife faitbkfs, and in vaunting bold: 
u No ever lamb of bis will bleat within tbyfold" 

X. 
With words propbetick thus Eupb ernes fpake : 

And fa& foujiruid <frb*t ioifibm thus foretold: 
Fvdlmany a mam drtffe did Lycon make, 

the hoped :day of facufalto <a&b-bold r 

4 % Framing 
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framng new trains when nought mote ferve big 

old. - 
Nat Fiefs be vow' d, Cyffene, <hud-t*pt bill, 

Should fooner down the lowly delve be roll'd, 
Than be bis plighted promife nould fulfill: 
But when, per4y t or where, the edtivefayen nilL 

XL 

Whiles thus the tedious funs had journey' d round 
Ne ought mote now the lovers hearts divide* 

Ne truft was there, ne truth in Lycon found 9 
The maid with matron Juno for her guide* 
The youth by Concord led, infant by'd 

To Hymen's facred fane : The honeft deed 

Each god approved, aniclofe the bands were t/d. 

Certes 9 till happier moments fhould fucceed, 
Jfo prying eyne ibey wetn'd their mprizt moU arced. 

XII. 

"But prying eyne of Lycon 'twas in vain 

(Right praEtick in difguife) to hope beware. 
He traced their covert Jltps to Hymens fane* 

Jndjcfdtofind them in bis long-laid fnart* 
jBgates* in femhlaunt ire, be'gan to Jivear* 

And roar en loud as in dijpleafaunce high 9 
Then out be hurlen forth bis daughter fair x 

Forelore, the boufekfs child of mifery, 
Expefd to JuUing cold* and pinching penury. 

U3 XllhJbf 
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Ah ! whither nowJhaUfad Pafiora wend y 

To want abandoned and by wrongs oppreji ^ 
Whofhall the wretched out-caJPs teen befriend ? 

Live 9 * mercy then, if not in parent 9 * breafi ? 
Tes r Mercy lvoes A the geptle goddef \ blejl, 

A* Jiyts fight handy to Jove for ever dfar. 
Ayeat bis feetfhe pleads the caufe diftreft* 

To forrow 9 s plaints Jhe turns bis equal ear y 
And waffs to, beav 9 n 9 s fiqr- throne fair virtue 9 sj&mt 
***** 

yfwas SHE 'that bade Evpbewes quell eqch 
thought 9 

That well mote rife fa check bis gen 9 rousfiid. 
Tbo high the torts which Lycon him bad wrought % 

Tbofew the flocks bis bumble pajlures fed \ 
When as be farrCd Paftora's bapjefsfted, 

His breafi humane with wonted pity flows. 
He op'd bis gates, the naked exile led 

Beneath bis roof: a decent drapet throws 
Q V her cold limbs y and foot bs her undeferved <&ots A 

Now hud-tongtCd Rumour bruited round the tale t 
Tb* aftonied (wains uneatb could credence give* . 

That in Arcadia 9 s unambitious vale 

* 

Afaytorfalfe as lycon c'c^ did live* 
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But $i>e (who in bigb beav'n does mortals prive, 

■Jx&tv'ry died in golden ballance w«igbs) 
' JV earth bis flaming cbarret baden drive r 

And down defends, enwtapt in pterlefi blaze* 
• Ta dealfortb guerdon meet.togqod and evilivays. 

* XVI. 

Where Eur ym ant bus, crown' d with many a wood* 

His fiber ftream through dafy'd vales does lead. 
Stretched on the flowry marge* inrecklefsmod* 

Proud Lycon fought by charm of jocund reed k 
To lull the din xemorfe of tortious deed. 

Him Jove accofts^ in rev'rend femblance dight 
Of good Euf hemes, and 9 gan mild areedt 

Ofcompaff oft confirmed, offayypligbt, 
Of nature's tender tye, of facred rufcof right* 

XVIL 

With lofty eyne y half loth to look fo hw % 

Him Lycon vitw 9 d t and with fwoVnfurquedry 
9 Gan rudely treat bis facred eld: When now 

Forth food the god confeft that rules thefky % 
Infuddenjheen of drad divinity z 

" Jndkntnvjfalfe man % the lord of thunders faid* 
" Not unobferv'd bf bsav'n's aH-penfcnt eye 

« <Tby cruel deeds : norJhaUbeunappafd: 
J c Go! beinfornitbatbefi}efeemsthytbev>s,4tr$dS\ 
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XVIII. 

Whiles yet he /pake tfr affirmed trembling wight 

Tranfmew'd to blatant beaft, with hideous bowl . 
Rujb'd beadbng forth, in weHdeferved plight^ 

Mfffl dragons* minotaurs, and fiends to growL 
A wolf inform as erfi a wolf in foul / 

X<> Pboloe, for eft wild , be by' d away r 
the horrid haunt offavagt monfeersfout 

Tberf belphfs innocence isftill bis pr;ey 9 
thief of the bleating fold, andjhepberds dire dsfmaj* 

XIX. 

&bo Jove to good Ei$bcmes % tot did wend, 

Where peaceful dwelt the man of virtue high, 
Eacbfbepberd t spraife and eke each fbepbertTs friend^ 

In cv'ry aft offweet humanity. 
Him Jove approaching in mild majefty % 

Greeted all bail ! then bade him join the throng 
Ofglifrand lights that gild the gkwingjky* 

There Jhepherds nightly view bis orbyhong^ 
Where bright befbines cterne, the bright eftftars emong. 

*r— — tt — r— — —. — ? 

LETTER LVJL 
To Clytander. 

February 8, 1739^ 

IF there w$s any thi||g in my former let*, 
ter inconfiftent with that efteem whicfy 
is joftly due to the Aftticnts, I defire to re- 
trad 
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traft it in this \ and difavow every ex- 
preflion which might feefn tp give prece- 
dency tp the moderns ip vyqrks of genius, 
I am £o far indeed from entertaining the 
fcntiments you impute to ipe t t|iat I have 
pften endeavoured, to account fpr that fupe- 
fjority which is fa vifible i$ the cpmpo- 
fitioos of theiy poets ; and have frequently 
affigned their religion as in the number of 
f hole caufes, which probably concurred to 
give them this remarkable preheminence. 
That enthufiafm whiph is fo effential to 
every tfvje artift in the poetical way, was 
ppnfiderabiy heightened and enflamed by 
the whole turn pf their facred dodtrines ; 
and the fancied prefence of their Mufes 
had ajmpft as wonderful an cffcSt upon 
{heif thoughts and language, as if they had 
been really and divinely infpired. Whilft 
all mature was fuppofed to fwarm with di- 
vinities, arid -every oak and fountain was 
believed tp be the refidencc of fomc pre- 
fldingdeity* what wonder if the poet was 
animated by $he imagined influence of fuch 
exalted ibciety, and found himfdf tranf- 
ported beyond the ordinary limits of fober 
humanity ? The mind, when attended only 

• by 
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by mere iriortals of fuperior powers,, is ob-» 
ferved to rife in her ftrerigth ; and her fa^ 
culties open and enlarge themfelves when 
fhe ads in the view of thofe, for whom 
fhe has conceived a more than common re- 
verence. But when the force of fuper- 
ftition moves in concert with the powers 
of imagination, and genius is enflamed by 
devotion, poetry muft fhine out in all her 
brighteft perfection and fplendor. 

Whatever therefore the philofopher 
might think of the religion of his country * 
it was the intereft of the poet to be tho- 
roughly orthodox. If he gave up his creed, 
he muft renounce his numbers; and there 
could be no infpiration where there were 
no Mufes. This is fo true, that it is in 
compofitions of the poetical kind alone, 
that the ancients feem to have the principal 
advantage over the moderns : in every other 
fpecies of writing one might venture per- 
haps to aflert, that thefe latter ages have, 
at leaft, equalled them. When I fay fo, I 
do not confine myfelf to the productions 
of our own nation, but comprehend like* 
wife thofe of our neighbours; and with that 
extent the obfervatipn will pofli^ly hold 
♦ true* 
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ffue, even without an exception in favour' 
*>f hiftory and oratory* 

But whatever may with juftice be de- 
termined concerning that queftion ; it is 
certain, at leaft, that the practice of all fuc- 
ceeding poets confirms the notion for which 
I am principally contending. Though the al- 
tars of paganifm have many ages fince been 
thrown down, and groves are no longer 
fecred j yet the language of the poets has 
not changed with the religion of the times, 
but the gods of Greece and Rome are ftill 
adored in modern vcrfe. Is not this a con- 
feffion, that fancy is enlivened by fuper- 
ftition, and that the ancient bards catched 
tfieir rapture from the old mythology? I 
will own, however, that I think, there if 
fomething ridiculous in this unnatural adop- 
tion, and that a modern poet makes but an 
aukward figure with his antiquated gods. 
When the pagan fyftem was fan&ified by 
popular belief, a piece of machinery of that 
kind, as it had the ait of probability, af- 
forded a very ftriking manner of celebrating 
any remarkable cifcumftance, or raifing any 
Gommon one. But now that this fuper- 
ftition is i\q longer Supported by vulgar 

opinion 



Digitized 



byGoogle 



3 ©o LETTER LVIL 

opinion, it has loft its principal grace ami 
efficacy, and feems to be, in general, the 
moft cpld and unintercfting method in 
which a poet can work up his fentiments. 
What, for inftance, can be more unafieft- 
ing and fpiritlcfs, than the compliment 
which Boileau h^s paid to Louis the XIV th 
on his famous paflage over the Rhine ? He 
rcprefcnts*the Naiads, you may remember, 
as alarming the god of that river with an 
account of the oitfch of the French mo- 
narch J upon which the river-god aflumes 
the appearance of anold experienced com- 
mander, and flies to a Dutch fort, in order 
to exhort the garrifon to fally out and dif- 
pute the intended paflage. Accordingly 
they range themfelves in form pf battle 
with the Rhine at their head, who, after 
fome vain efforts, obferving Mars and Bel* 
lona on the fide of the enemy, is fo terrified 
with the view of thefe fuperipr divinities, 
fhat he moft gallantly runs away, a&d leaves 
the hero in quiet pofleflion of his banks, 
I know not how far this may be relifted 
by critics, or justified by cuftom ; but as 
I am only mentioning my particular, tafte, I 
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will acknowledge, that it appears to me 
extremely infipid and puerile. 

I have not however fo touch of the 
ipirit of Typheeqs in me, as to make war 
upon the gods without reftri&ion, and at> 
tempt^ to exclude them from their whole 
poetical dominions. To reprefent natural, 
moral, or intelleftual qualities and affe&ions 
as perfons, and appropriate <o them thofe 
general emblems by which their powers 
and properties are ufually typified in pagan 
theology, may be allowed as one of the 
moft pleafing and graceful figures of poeti- 
cal rhetoric. When Dryden* addreffing 
himfelf to the month of May as to a per- 
fonj fays* 

For thee the Graces lead the dancing hours? 

one may confidef him as fpeaking only iff 
metaphor : and when fuch fhadowy beings 
are thus juft fhewn to the imagination, ami 
immediately withdrawn again, they certain- 
ly have a very powerful . effeft. But I can 
relifh them no farther than as figures only: 
when they are extended in any ferious com- 
'pofition beyond the limits of metaphor, and 
"exhibited Under all the various a&ions of 

real 
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xeal perfons, I cannot but confider them as 
*fo many abfurdities, which ctiltom has un* 
Teafdnably authorized* Thus Spenfcr, in 
one of his Paftorals, reprefents the god of 
►Love as flying, lifecja bird, from bough to 
though.. A fhepherd, who hears a ruftling 
.among, the buflhes* fuppofes it to be fome 
•game, and accordingly discharges hia bow. 
Cupid returns the (hot, and after feveral ar- 
rows had been tautually exchanged between 
them, the unfortunate fwain difcovers whom 
it il-hsjs contending with : but as he is 
-endeavouring to make his efcape, receives 
«*• df fp^te .wound .in the heel. This fi&ion 
.makes the fubjeft of a very pretty idyllium 
in one of the Greek poets : yet is extremely 
flat and difgufting as it is adopted by our 
Britiih bard. * And the reafon of the diffe- 
rence is plain : in the former it is Supported 
by a popular fujperftition ; whereas no drain 
of imagination can give it the leaft air of 
probability, as it is worked up by the latter: 

Slyodcunque mihiojkndisJic % incredylus odt\ : 

Hon* 

I must confefs at the fame time, that 
the inimitable Prior Hap introduced this fa- 

hulou^ 
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bulous fcheme with fuch uncommon grace, 
and ha_§ paid fo many genteel compliments 
to his rriiftrefs by the affiftance of Venus 
and Cupid, that one is carried off from ob- 
ferying the impropriety of this machinery, 
by the pleafing addrefs with which he ma- 
nages it : and I never read his tender ppetfts 
of this kind, without applying to him what 

.Seneca fomewjiere fays upon a fimilar occa- 
fioh : Majof ille eft qui judicium abftulit, 

. fuam qi{i meruit. 

To fpeak my opinion in one word, I 

." would leave the gods in full pofleflion of 
allegorical and burlefqiip poems : in all 
otliersX^would never fimer theta to. make 
their appearance in perfpn and as agents, 

' but to t ejiter only in limile, or allufion. it 
is thus Waller, of all our poets, has moft 

.happily employed them : and his applica- 
tion of the ftory of Daphne and Apollo 
will ferve as an inffance, in what manner 
the ancient mythology may be adopted 
with the. utmoft propriety; and beauty. 
Adieu. 
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To EuPHRONIUS. 

Auguft 8, i 74 f. 

I KNOW not in what difpofition of mind 
this letter may find you ; but I am fore 
you will not prefervc your ufual chcarful- 
ncfs of temper when I tell you that poor 
Hydafpes died laft night. 

I will not at this time attempt to offer 
that confolation to you, of which X fliand in 
fo miich need myfelf. But may it not 
ibmewhat abate the anxiety of our mutual 
grief* to reflect, that liowtfver ccmliderabld 
our own lofs is> yet with refpett to himfclft 
it fcarce deferves to be lamented that he 
arrived fo much earlier at the grave than 
his years and his health feemed topromife? 
For who, my friend, that has any experi- 
ence of the world, would wifii to extend 
his duration, to old age? what indeed is 
length of days but to furtive all one's en- 
joyments, and, perhaps, to furvive even 
one's verjr felf ? I have fomewhere iftet with 
an ancient infeription founded upon this* 
ftntkneAt, which infinitely pleafed me. It 

was 
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was fixed upon a bath, and contained an im- 
precation in the following terms, againft any 
one who Should attempt to remove the 
building: 

QJT I S Q^U IS. HOt Sv'StVtEltlT. 

A V T. I V S S E R I T. 
ViTlMVS. SVORlfM, MORIATUR. 

The thought is conceived with great deli- 
cacy and juilnefs; as there cannot, perhaps, 
be a {harper calamity to a generous mind, 
than to fee itfelf ftand fingle amidft the 
ruins of whatever rendered the world moft 
defirable. 

Instances of this fort I am lamenting^ 
white the impreflions remain frefh upon the 
mind, are fufficient to damp the gayeft 
hopes, and chill the warmeft ambition. 
When one fees a perfon in the full bloom 
of life, thus deftroyed by one fudden blaft, 
one cannot but confider all the diftant 
fchemes of mankind as the higheft folly. 

It is amazing indeed that a creature fuch 
as man, with fo many memorials around 
him of the (hortnefs of his duration, and 
who cannot infure to himfelf even the 
next moment, (hould yet plan defigns which 
X run 
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run far into futurity. The bufinefs how* 
ever of life muft be carried on, and it is 
ncceflary for the purpofes of human affairs, 
that mankind fhould refolutely ad upon 
very precarious contingencies. Too much 
reflection, therefore, is as inconfiftent with 
the appointed meafures of our ftation, as too 
little; and there cannot be a lefs defirable 
turn of mind, than one that is influenced 
by an over-refined philofophy. At leaft it 
is by confiderations of this fort, that I en- 
deavor to call off my thoughts from put* 
firing too earneftly thofe reafbnings, which 
the occafion of this letter is apt to fuggeft. 
This ufe, however, one may juftly make of 
the prefent accident, that, whilft it contracts 
the circle of friendship, it fhould render it 
•fo much the more valuable to us who yet 
walk within its limits. Adieu. 
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LETTER LIX> 

To HoRTfiNSIUS* 

* May 4, 1746* 

F the ingenious piece you communicated 
tame, requires any farther touches of 
your pencil; I muft acknowledge the truth 
to be what you are inclined to fiifpedt, that 
my friendfhip has impofed'upon my judg* 
ment. But though in the prefent inftance 
your delicacy feems far too refined, yet in 
general, I muft agree with you, that works 
of the moft permanent kind, are not the 
effedts of a lucky moment, nor ftruck out 
at a fingle heat. The beft performances, 
indeed, hjtve generally coft the moft labor; 
and that eafe which is To effcntial to fine 
writing, has feldom been attained without 
repeated and fevere corrections: Ludentts 
Jpeciem dabit et torqueiitur, is a motto that 
may be applied, I believe, to moft fuccefs- 
ful authors of genius. With as much fa- 
cility as the numbers, of the natural Prior 
feem to have flowed from him, they were 
the refult (if I am not mifinformed) of 
much application : and a friend of mine, 
X % who 
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who undertook to tranfcribe one of the no- 
bleft performances of the fineft genius that 
this, or perhaps any age can boaft, has of- 
ten allured me, that there is not a finglc 
line, as it is now published, which (lands 
in conformity with the original manufcript. 
The truth is, every fentiment has its pecu- 
liar exprefiion, and every word its precife 
place, which dp not always immediately 
prcfent themfelves, and generally demand 
frequent trials before they can be properly 
adjufted; not to mention the more impor- 
tant difficulties, which ncceffarily occur in 
fettling the plan and regulating the higher 
parts, which compofethe ftru&ureof a fi- 
nifhed work. 

Those indeed, who know what pangs it 
cods even the moll fertile genius tip be de- 
livered of a juft and regular production, 
might be inclined, perhaps, to cry out %Vith 
the raoft antient of authors, Ob! that 
mine adverfary bad written a book f A Wri- 
ter of refined tafte has the continual morti- 
fication to find himfejf incapable of taking 
entire poffefiion of that ideal beauty, which 
warms and fills his imagination. His con* 

ceptions 
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ceptions ftill rife above all the powers of 
his art, and he can bat faintly copy out 
thofe images of perfection, which are im- 
prefled upon his mind. Never was any 
thing, fays Tully, more beautiful than the 
Venus of Apelles, or the Jove of Phidias ; 
yet 'were they by no means equal to thofe 
high notions of beauty which animated the 
geniufes of thofe wonderful artifts. In the 
fame mariner, he obferves, the great maf- 
ters of oratory imaged to themfelves a cer- 
tain perfection of eloquence, which they 
could only contemplate in idea, but in vsfri 
attempted to draw out in expreffion. Per- 
haps no author ever perpetuated hi* repu- 
tation, who could write up to the full 
Aandard of his own judgment: and I am 
perfuaded that he, who upon a furvey of 
his compofitions can with entire compla- 
cency pronounce them good, will hardly 
find the world join with him in the fame 
favorable fentence. 

The moft judicious of all poets, the ki>- 

imitable Virgil, ufed to refemble his pn»- 

du&ions to thofe of that animal, who, 

agreeably to the notions of the antient*, 

X 3 was 
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was fuppofed to bring her young into the 
world, a mere rude and lhapelefsmafs: he 
was obliged to retouch them again and 
again, he acknowledged, before they ac- 
quired their proper form and beauty. Ac- 
cordingly we are told, that after having fpent 
eleven years in compoling his jEncid, he 
intended to have fet apart three more for 
the revifal of that glorious performance. 
But being prevented by his laft ficknefs 
from giving thofe finishing touches, which 
4)is exquifite judgment conceived to be ftill 
fjjsceffary, he dire&ed his friends Tucca and 
Varius to burn the noblefl poem that ever 
appeared in the Roman language. In the 
fame fpirit of delicacy Mr. Dryden tells us, 
that had he taken more time in tranflating 
this author, he might poffibly have fuc- 
ceeded better; but never, he allures us, 
could he have fucceeded fo well as to have 
fatisfied himfelf, 

In a word, Hortenfius, I agree with you 
that there is nothing more difficult than to 
fill up the chara&er of an author, who pro- 
pofes to raife a juft and lafting admiration ; 
who is not contented with thofe little tran- 
iicnt flafhes of applaufe, which attend the 
3 ordinary 



Digitized 



by Google 



LETTER LIX; 311 

ordinary race of writers, but confiders only 
how he may fhine out to pofterity; who 
extends his views beyond the prefent gene- 
ration, and cultivates thofe productions 
which are to fiourifh in future ages. What 
Sir William Temple obferves of poetry, 
may be applied to every other work where 
tafte and imagination are concerned : " It 
44 requires the greateft contraries to com- 
u pofeit: a genius both penetrating and 
44 folid ; f an expreflion both ftrong and de- 
4< licate. There muft be a great agitation 
4€ of mind to invent, a great calm to judge 
** and correct: there muft be upon the 
" fame tree, and at the lame time, both 
4i flower and fruit. But tho\ I know 
you would not value yourfelf upon any 
performance, wherein thefe veiy oppofite 
and very Angular qualities were not confpi- 
cuous; yet I muft remind you at the fame 
time, that when the file ceafes to polifh, it 
fhuft neceflarily weaken. You will re- 
member therefore, that there is a medium 
between the immoderate caution of that 
orator who was three olympiads in writing 
a fingle oration; and the extravagant expe- 
dition of that poet, whofe funeral pile was 
X 4 com^ 
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compofed of his own numberlcf* produc- 
tions* I am, &c. 



LETTER LX. 

To Pale m oh. 

I WRITE this while Clcora is angling by 
my fide, under the {hade of a fpread- 
ing elm that hangs over the banks of our 
river. A nightingale, more harmonious 
even than Strada's, is ferenading us from a 
hawthorn bufh which foiilcs with all the 
gaiety of youth and beauty j while 

gentle gales, 
Fanning their odoriferous wings, di/penfe 
Native perfumes, and whijper whence they fioh 
Thoje balmy fpoils. Mi l t . 

Whilst I am thus enjoying the inno- 
cent luxury of this vernal delight, I look 
back upon thofe fcenes of turbulence where- 
in I was once engaged, with more than or* 
dinary diftafte, and defpife myfelf for ever 
having entertained fo mean a thought as to 
be rich and great. One of our monarchs 

ufed 
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ufed to fay, " that he looked upon thofe to 
44 be the happieft men in the nation, whofc 
44 fortune had placed them in the country, 
44 above a high conftable, and below the 
€< trouble of a juftice of peace." It is in a 
mediocrity of this happy kind that I herepafs 
my life : with a fortune far above the necelf- 
fity of engaging in the drudgery of bufinefs; 
and with defires much too humble to have 
any relilh for the fplendid baits of ambition. 
You muft not, however, imagine that I " 
afFedfc the Stoic, or pretend to have eradi- 
cated all my paffions : the fum of my phi- 
lofophy amounts to no more than to cherifh 
none but fuch as I may eafily and innocent- 
ly gratify, and to banifh all the reft as fo 
many bold intruders upon my repofe. I 
endeavor to pra&ife the maxim of a French 
poet, by confidering every thing that is not 
within my pofleffion as not worth having : 

pour iriajfurer lefeul bien 
2tye Yon doit ejiimer au monde, 
*fout ce queje rial pasje le compte pour rien. 

Is it not poffible, Palemon, to reconcile 
you to thefe unafpiring fentiments, and to 
lower your flight to the humble level of ge- 
nuine 
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nuine happinefs ? Let me at leaft prevail with 
you to fpare a day or two from the certami-* 
ms &roitiarvtii> (as Horace I think calls them) 
from thofe fplcadid contefts in which you 
are engaged, to take a view of the fort 
of life we lead in the country. If there is 
any thing wanting to complete the happi- 
nefs I here find, it is that you are fo feldom 
awitnefstoit. lam, &c. 



LETTER LXL 

To EUPHRONIU*. 

July 3, 1744. 

THE beauties of ftyle feem to be gene- 
rally confidered as below the atten- 
tion both of an author and a reader. I know 
not therefore, whether I may venture to 
acknowledge, that among the nnmberlefs 
graces of your late performance, I particu- 
larly admired that ftrength and elegance 
with which you have enforced and adorned 
the nobleft fentiments. 

There was a time however (and it was 
a period of the trueft refinements) when an 

v excel- 
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excellence of this kind was efteemed in the 
number of the politeft accomplifliments ;. 
as it was the ambition of fbme of the grcateft 
names of antiquity, to diftinguifli themfelves 
in the improvements of their native tongue* 
Julius Caefar, who was not only the greateft 
hero, but the fined gentleman that ever, 
perhaps, appeared in the world, was defir- 
ous of adding this talent to his other moft t 
fliinihg endowments : and we are told he 
ftudied the language of his country with 
much application; as wearefure hepoflcfled 
it in its higheft elegance, Whatalofs, Eu- 
phronius, is it to the literary world, that 
the treatife which he wrote upon this fubjed, 
is perifhed with many other valuable works 
of that age ? But tho* we are deprived of 
the benefit of his obfervations, we are hap- 
pily not without an inftance of their effedls; 
and his own memoirs will ever remain as 
the beft and brighteft exemplar, not only of 
true generalftup, but of fine writing. He 
publiflied them, indeed, only as materials 
for the ufe of thofe who fhould be difpofed 
to enlarge upon that remarkable period of 
the Roman ftory; yet the purity and grace- 
fulnefs of his ftyle were fuch, that no judi- 
cious 
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cious writer durft attempt to touch the fub- 
je& after him. 

Having produced £o illuilrious an in- 
ftance in favor of an art, for which I have 
ventured to admire you; it would be im- 
pertinent to add a fecond, were I to cite a 
lefs authority than that of the immortal Tul- 
ly. This noble author, in his dialogue con- 
cerning the celebrated Roman orators, fre- 
quently mentions it as a very high encomi- 
um, that they poflcfled the elegance of their 
native language; and introduces Brutus as 
declaring, that he (hould prefer the honor 
of being efleemed the great mailer and im- 
prover of Roman eloquence, even to the 
glory of many triumphs. 

But to add reafon to precedent, and to 
view this art in its ufe as well as its dignity; 
will it not be allowed of fome importance, 
when it i$ confidered, that eloquence is one 
of the moil confiderable auxiliaries of truth ? 
Nothing indeed contributes more to fubdue 
the mind to the force of reafon, than her 
being fupported by the powerful affiftance 
of mafculine and vigorous oratory: as on 
the contrary, the moil legitimate arguments 
may be difappoiftted of that fuccefs they de- 

ferve, 
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ferve, by being attended withafpiritlefsand 
enfeebled exprefiion. Accordingly, that 
moft elegant of writers, the inimitable Mr* 
Addifon, obferyei in one of his eflays, that 
4S there is as much difference between com- 
* prchendinga thought cloathed in Cicero's 
" language and that of an ordinary writer, 
" as between feeing an object by the light • 
4€ of a taper v or the light of the fun.' 9 . 

It is furely then a very ft range conceit 
of the celebrated Malbranche, who feems 
to think the pleafure which arifes from per- 
ufing a well written piece, i$ of the cri- 
minal kind, and has its fource in the weak- 
nefs and effeminacy of ,the human heart; 
A man muft have a very uncommon feve- 
rity of temper indeed, who can fyid any 
thing to condemn in adding charms to 
truth, and gaining the heart by captivating 
the ear; in uniting rofcs with the thorns 
of faience, and joining pleafure with in- 
ftru&ion. 

The truth is, the mind is delighted 
with a fine ftyle, upon the fame principle 
that it prefers regularity to confufion, and 
beauty to deformity. A tafte of this fort is 
indeed fo far from being a mark of any de- 
pravity 
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gravity of our nature, that I fhould rather 
coftfider it as an evidence* in fome degree, 
of the moral rectitude of its constitution ; as 
it i* a proof of its retaining feme reliih at 
leift of harmony add order. 

Oke iaight be apt indeed, to fufpe& that 
certain writers amongftus had confidered all 
beauties of this fort, in the fame gloomy 
view with Milbranche: oratleaft that they 
avoided every refinement in ityle, as un- 
worthy a lovttr of truth and philofophy. 
Their featimentfe are funk by the lowdt 
expreffions, and feem condemned to the 
firft cutfe-, of creeping npori the ground all the 
days ef tJMf Xfe. Gthefcs, on the contrary, 
xnHVakc pdftp for dig A if y; and, in order to 
jraife their expreflions above vulgar language, 
lift them iip beyond common apprehenfions, 
efteeming it (one ihould imagine) a mark of 
their genius, that it requires fome ingenuity 
tp penetrate their meaning. But how few 
writers, like Euphronius, know to hit that 
tnlc medium which lies between thofe di- 
stant extremes? How feldom do we meet 
with an author, whofe cxpreflions, like 
thofe of my friend, are glowing but not 
glaring, whofe metaphors are natural but 

not 
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not common* whofe periods are harmonious 
but not poetical; in a word, whofe fenti- 
mebts are well Jet > and (hewn to the. under-* 
(landing in their trueft and pioft advantage- 
ous luftre ? I am, &c. 



LETTER LXIL 

To Orontes. 

I intended to have clofdd with your 
propofal> and paffed a few weeks with 
you at ***, but fome unlucky affairs hav* 
intervened, which will engage me, I fear, 
the remaining part of this feafon. 

Among the amufements which tbm 
fcene you are in affords, I ihould hate 
cfteemed the converfation of Timodea as a 
very principal entertainment; and as I know 
you are fond of fingular charafters, I recom- 
mend that lady to your acquaintance. 

Timoclea was once a beauty; but 
ill health, and worfc fortune, have ruin- 
ed thofa charms, which time would yet 
have fpared. However, what has fpoilcd 
her for a miftrefs, has improved her for a 
companion ; and (he is far more converfable 

now. 
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now, as (he has much lefs beauty, than 
when Iufedto fee her once a week triumph* 
ing in the drawing-room. For, as few wo- 
men (whatever they may pretend) will va- 
lue themfelves upon their minds, while they 
can gain admirers by their perfons, Timo- 
cl^a never thought of captivating by her wit 
till (he had no chance of making conquefts 
by her beauty. She has feen a good deal of 
the world, and of the beft company in it ; 
and it is from thence (he has derived what- 
ever knowledge fhe paffefles. You cannot, 
indeed, flatter hei- more, than by Teeming to 
confider^her as fond Of reading and retire- 
ment. But the truth is, nature formed her 
for thfe jdys of focicty, and flie is never £q 
thoroughly pleafed as when fhe has 'a circle 
round her. 

It is upon thofe occafions fhe appears to 
full advantage; and indeed I never knew 
any perfon who was endued with the talents 
forconverfation to an higher degree. If I 
wer?. difpofed to write the charaders of the 
age, Timoclea is the fxrft perfon in the 
world to whofe affiftance I fhoukL apply. 
She has the happieft art of marking out 
the diftinguifhing caft of her acquaintance, 

that 
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that I ever met with ; and I have known 
her, in an afternoon's converfation, paint the . 
manners with greater delicacy of judgment 
and ftrength of coloring, than is to be found 
either in Theophraftus or Bruyere. 

She has an inexhauftible fund of wit : 
but if I may venture to diftinguifli, where 
oiife knows not even how to define, X fhould 
rather fay, it is brilliant than ftrong. This 
talent renders her the terror of all her female 
acquaintance; yet fhe never facrificed the 
abfent, or mortified the prefent, merely for 
the fakeof difplaying the force of her fatire : 
if any feel its fling, it is thofe only who firffc 
provoke it. Still however itmuft be owned, 
that her refentments are frequently with • 
out juft foundation, and almoft always be- 
yond meafure. But tho' fhe has much 
warmth, fhe has great generofity in her 
temper; and with all her faults, fhe is well 
worth your knowing. 

And now having given you this general 
plan of the ftrength and weaknefs of the 
place, I leave you to make your approaches 
as you fhall fee proper. I am, &c. 
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LETTER LXIIL 
To the fame. 

I LOOK upon verbal criticifm, as it is ge- 
nerally excrcifed, to be no better than a 
fort of learned legerdemain, by which the 
fenfe or nonfenfe of a paffage is artfully con- 
vey'd away, and fome other introduced in 
its dead, as beft fuits with the purpofe of 
the profound juggler. The diflcrtation you 
recommended to my perufal, has but ferved 
to confirm me in thefe fentiments : for tho f 
I admired the ingenuity of the artift, I could 
not but greatly fufpedt the juftitefs of an art, 
which can thus prefs any author into the 
fervice of any hypothecs. 

I have fometimes amufed myfelf with 
confidering the entertainment it would af- 
ford to thofe anticnts whofe works have had 
the honor to be attended by our commen- 
tators, could they rife out of their fepulchres 
and perufefome of thofe curious conjectures, 
that have been raifed upon their refpe&ive 
compofitions. Were Horace, for inftanee, 
to read over only a few of thofe numberlefs 
reftorers of his text, and expofitors of his 
"*■-»• . .. meaning, 
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taeaning, that have infefted the republic o>f 
letters ; what a fund of pleafantry might he 
extract for a fatire on critical erudition ? how 
many harmlefs words would he fee cruelly 
banifhed from their rightful pofleffions, 
merely becaufe they happened to difturb 
fome unmerciful philologift ? On the other 
hand, he would undoubtedly fmile at that 
penetrating fagacity, which has difeoVered 
meanings which never entered into his 
thoughts, and found out concealed allafions 
in his moft plain and artlefs expreffions. 

One could not, I think* fet the general 
abfurdity of critical conjedt tores in a ftrongec 
light, than by applying them tp fomething 
parallel in our own writers. If the English 
tongue (hould ever become a dead language* 
and our beft authors be raifed into the rank 
of claflic writers ; much of the force and 
propriety of their expreffions, efpecially of* 
fuch as turned upon humor, or alluded to 
any manners peculiar to the age, would in- 
evitably be loft, or, at beft, would be ex* 
tremely doubtfuL How would it puzzle* 
for inftance, future commentators to explain 
Swift's epigram upon our mufical coiitefts ? 
I imagine one might find them defcanting 
Y a upon 
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upon that little humorous Tally of our Eng- 
lish Rabelais, in fome fuch manner as this : 

EPIGRAM on the Feuds between 
Handel and Bononcini. 

Strange all this difference Jhould be 
'Twixt Tweedle-dum and Tweedle-dee ! 



Notes of various Authors. 

" Tweedle-dum and Tweedle-deeJ] I am 
perfuaded the poet gave it Twiddle-drum 
and Twiddle-key. To twiddle fignifies to 
make a certain ridiculous motion with 
the fingers : what word therefore could 
be more proper to exprefs this epigram- 
writer's contempt of the performances of 
thofe muficians, and of the folly of his 
contemporaries in running into parties up- 
on fo abfurd an occafion ? The drum was 
a certain martial inftrument ufed in thofe 
times; as the word key is a technical term 
in mufic, importing the fundamental 
note which regulates the whole compo- 
sition. It means alfo thofe little pieces 
of wood # which the fingers ftrikc again ft 
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44 in an organ, &c. in order to make the in- 
44 ftrument found. The alteration here 
44 propofed is fo obvious and natural, that I 
44 am furprifed none of the commentators 
44 hit upon it before. L. CD* 

« TiveedJe-dum and Tweedfe-dee.*) Thefe 
" words have greatly embarrafled the cri- 
44 tics, who are extremely expert in finding 
'• a difficulty where there is none. Tweedle- 
" dum and Tweedle-dee are moji undoubted- 
4€ ly the names of the two muficians: and 
" tho* they are ftyled by different appel- 
44 lations in the title of this epigram, yet 
44 this is no objection > for it is well known 
4i that perfons in thofe times had more fur- 
" names than one. S. M. Abfurd ! here 
" is evidently an error of the prefs, for there 
" is not a fingle hint in all antiquity of the 
44 family of the Tweedle-dums and Tweed/e* 
u dees. The learned S. M. therefore nod- 
44 ded when he undertook to explain this 
" paffage. The fenfe will be very plain if 
44 we read with a fmall alteration, Whee~ 
44 Me Tom and Waddle-THE, THE be- 
44 ing a known contra&ion for Theodore, 
44 as Tom is for Thomas. Waddle and 
Y 3 "Wheedh 
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*< Wheedle are likewife clafficaj word?. 
*' Thus Pope : 

*' dswben a dab-chick waddles thro* the copfe. 

Dun. ii. 59, 

«* Obliquely paddling to the mark in view. 

lb. ii. 150, 

* € And tho' indeed I do not recoiled: to 
<« have met with the verb to wheedle, in 
V any pure author, yet it is plain that it was 
*« in ufc, fince we find the participle wbeed- 
** ling in an antient tragedy compofed about 
'* thefe times ; 

*' A laughing toying, wheedling, whim f ring 

« Jhe 
** Will make him amble on a goffifs mejfage, 
" And bold the diftaff with a hand as patient. 
« As e'er did Hercules. Jane. Shore, 

f< Thomas and Theodore therefore were moft 
" certainly the Chriftian names of thefe two 
* € muficians, to the contractions of which" 
** the words wheedle and waddle are added 
* f ascharjt&eriftical of theperfonsand difpo- 
«' fitions of the men : the fprmer implyr, 
y ing that T°V was a paean fycophant and 

« tfe? 
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« the latter that THE had an aukward 
' " and ridiculous gait." F. J. Z. 

I know not, Orontcs; how I fhall efcape 
your fatire, for venturing to be thus free 
with a fcience which is fometimes, I think, 
admitted into a (hare of your meditations : 
yet, tell me honeflly, is not this a faithful 
fpecimen of the fpirit and talents of the ge- 
neral clafs of critic- writers ? Far am I, how- 
ever, from thinking irreverently of thofc 
ufeful members of the republic of letters, 
who, with modefty and proper diffidence* 
have offered their affiftance in throwing a 
light upon obfcure paflages in antient au>» 
thors. Even when this fpirit breaks forth 
in its higheft pride and petulance of refor- 
mation, if it confines itfelf to claffical inqui- 
ries, I can be contented with treating it only 
as an object of ridicule. But, I muft con- 
fefs, when I find it, with an affured and 
confident air, fupporting religious or politi- 
cal do&rines upon the very uncertain foun- 
dation of various readings, forced analogies, 
and precarious conje&ures, it is not without 
fome difficulty I can fupprefs my indigna- 
tion. FareweL 

Y4 LET- 
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LETTER LXIV. 

To Philot'es, 

Tunbridge, Aug. 4. 

think I promifcd you a letter from 
this place : yet I have nothing more ma- 
terial to write than that I got fafe hither. 
To any other man I fhould make an apolo- 
gy for interrupting him with an informa- 
tion fo trivial; but among true friends there 
is nothing indifferent, and what would feem 
of no confequence to others, has in inter- 
courfes of this nature its weight and value. 
A by-ftander, unacquainted with play, may 
fancy, perhaps, that the counters are of no 
more worth than they appear ; but thofe 
who are engaged in the game, know they 
are to be confidered at an higher rate. You 
fee I draw my allufions from the fcene be- 
fore me: a propriety which the critics, I 
think, upon fome o cc all on s recommend. 

I have often wondered what odd whim 
could firft induce the healthy to follow the 
fick into places of this fort, and lay the fcene 
of their diverfions amidft the moft wretch- 
ed part of our fpecies: one fhould imagine 
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an hofpital the laft fpot in the world ? to 
which thofe who are in purfuit of pleafure 
would think of reforting. However fo it 
is; and by this means the company herefur- 
niflu out a tragi-comedy of the moft lingu- 
lar kind. While fome are literally dying, 
others are expiring in metaphor; and in one 
fcene you are prefgnted with the real, and 
in another with the fantaftical pains of man- 
kind. An ignorant fpe&ator might be apt 
to fufpedfc, that each party was endeavoring 
to qualify itfelf for a&ing in the oppofitc 
tharaSer : for the infirm cannot labor more 
earneflly to recover the ilrength they have 
loft, than the robuft to diffipate that which 
they poffefs. Thus the difeafed pafs not 
more anxious nights in their beds, than the 
healthy at the hazard- tables; and I frequent- 
ly fee a game at quadrille occafion as feverc 
difquiefudes as a fit of the gout. As for 
myfelf, I perform a fort of middle part in 
this motly drama, and am fometimes dif- 
pofed to join with the invalids in envying 
the healthy, and fometimes have fpirits 
enough to mix with the gay in pitying the 
(plenetic. 

The 
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The truth is, I have found fomc benefit 
by the waters; but I (hall not be fo fan- 
guine as to pronounce with certainty of 
their effefts, till I fee how they enable me 
to pafs thro* the approaching winter. That 
feafon, you know, is the time of trial with 
me; and if I get over the next with more 
cafe than the laft, I (hall think myfelf ob- 
liged to celebrate the nymphs of thefe fprings 
in grateful fonnct. 

But let times and feafons operate as they 
may, there is one part of me over which 
they will have no power; and in all the 
changes of this variable conftitution, my 
heart will ever continue fixed and firmly 
yours. I am, &c. 
_ • 

LETTER LXV. 

To Orontes, 

Ma y 6> *735* 

LET others confider you for thofe am* 
pie pofleflions you enjoy: fuflfer me 
to fay, that it is your application of them 
alone which renders either them or you va- 
luable in my eftimatfon. Your fplendid 
roofs and elegant accommodations I can 

view 
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view without the leaft emotion of envy : 
but when I obferve you in the full power 
of exerting the noble purpofes of your exalt- 
ed generofity — it is then, I confefs, I am 
apt to refleft, with fome regret, on the hum- 
bler fupplies of my own more limited 
finances. Nihil habet (to fpeak of you in the 
fame language that the firft of orators ad- 
drefled the greateft of emperors) fortuna 
tua majus, quam ut pojfis, nee natura meli- 
us, quam ut veils, fervare quamplurimos. 
To be able to foften the calamities of man- 
kind, and infpire gladnefs into a heart op- 
prefled with want, is indeed the nobleft 
privilege of an enlarged fortune : but to 
exercife that privilege in all its generous re- 
finements, is an inftance of the moft un- 
common elegance both of temper and un- 
derftanding. 

In the ordinary difpenfati©ns of bounty* 
little addrefs is required: but when it is to 
be applied to thofe of a fuperior rank and 
more elevated mind, there is as much cha- 
rity difcovered in the manner as in the mea- 
sure of one's benevolence. It is fomething - 
extremely mortifying to a well-formed 
fpiritj to fee itfelf confidered as an obje<9: of 

3 compaf- 
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companion ; as it is the part of improved 
humanity to humor this honed pride in our 
nature, and to relieve the neceffities without 
offending the delicacy of the diftrefled. 

I have feen charity (if charity it might 
be called) infult with an air of pity, and 
wound at the fame time that it healed. But 
I have feen too the higheft munificence dif- 
penfed with the moft refined tendernefs, 
and a bounty conferred with as much ad- 
drefs as the moil artful would employ in fo~ 
liciting one. Suffer me, Orontcs, upon 
this fingle occafion, to gratify my own in-* 
clinations in violence to yours, by pointing 
out the particular inftance I have in my 
view; and allow me, at the fame time, to 
join my acknowledgments with thofe of 
the unfortunate perfon I recommended to 
your prote&ion,, for the generous afliftance 
you lately afforded him. I am, &c. 
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LETTER LXVL, 

?p Cleora, 

Sept. 5, 1737,1 

SHALL I own to you that I cannot re- 
pent of an offence which occafioncd me 
fo agreeable a reproof? A cenfure conveyed 
in fuch genteel terms, charms more than it 
corredts, and tempts rather than reforms. 
I am fure at leaft, tho' I fhould regret the 
crime, I {hall always admire the rebuke, 
and long to kifs the hand that chafteneth ia 
fo pleafing a manner. However, I fhall 
for the future ftridtly purfue your orders, 
and have fent you in this fecond parcel no 
other books than what my own library fup- 
plied. Among thefe you will find a collec- 
tion of letters. I do not recommend them 
to you, having never read them; nor in- 
deed am I acquainted with their characters: 
but they preiented themfelves to my hands 
as I was tumbling over fome others; fo I 
threw them in with the reft, and gave them 
a chance of adding to your amufement. I 
wifli I could meet with any thing that had 

even 
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even the lcaft probability of contributing to 

nine. But 

forlorne of thee* 
Whether Jhatt I betake tne % where fubfiji ? 

Milt* 

Time that reconciles one to moil things, 
has not been able to render your abfence in 
any degree lefs uneafy to me. I may rather 
be faid to haunt the houfe in which I live, 
than to make one of the family. I walk in 
and out of the rooms like a reftlefs fpirit : 
for I never fpeak till I am fpoken to, aind 
then generally anfwer, like Banquo's ghoft 
in Macbeth, with a deep figh and a nod. 
Thus abftraded from erery thing about me, 
I am yet quite ruined for a hermit, and find 
no more fatisfadion in retirement than you 
do in the company of * * *. 

How often do I wifli myfelf in pofleffion 
of that famous ring you were mentioning 
the ether day, which had the property of 
rendering thofe who wore it invifible ! I 
would rather be matter of this wonderful 
unique f than of the kingdom which Gyges 
gained by means of it; as I might then at-* 
tend you like your guardian angel, with- 
out 
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out ccnfure or obftru&ion. How agreeable 
would it be to break out upon you, like 
JEntzs from his cloud, where you lead 
cxpedted me; and join again the dear com- 
panion of my fortunes, in fpite of that te- 
lentlefs power who has raifed fo many cruel 
ftorms to deftroy us ! But whilft I employ- 
ed this extraordinary ring to thefe and a 
thoufand other pleafing purposes, you would 
have nothing to apprehend from my being 
inverted with foch an invisible faculty. That 
innocence which guards and adorns my 
Cleora in her mod gay and public hours, 
attends her, I well know, in her moft pri- 
vate and retired ones; and (he who always 
afts as under the eye of the Bert of Beings; 
has nothing to fear from the fecret infpedion 
of any mortal. Adieu. 
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LETTER LXVIL 
2a Euphronius^ 

Ma 7 S» *743- 

IF you received the firft account of my 
lofs from other hands than mine ; you 
muft impute it to the deje&ion of mind in- 
to which that accident threw me. The 
blow, indeed, fell with too much feverity, 
to leave me capable of recolledking myfelf 
enough to write to you immediately; as 
there cannot, perhaps, be a greater ftiock 
to abreaft of any fenfibility, than to fee its 
earlieft and moil valuable connexions irre- . 
parably broken; than to find itfelf for ever 
torn from the firft and moft endeared objtcft 
of itshigheft veneration. At leaft, the af- 
fe&ion and efteem I bore to that excellent 
parent, were founded upon fo many and fuch 
uncommon motives, that his death has 
given me occafion to lament not only a moft 
tender father, but a moft valuable friend. 

That I can no longer enjoy the benefit 
of his animating example, is one among the 
many aggravating circrfmftances of my af- 
fliction ; 
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fli&ion; and I often apply to myfelf, whatf 
an excellent antienthas faid upon a fimilajr 
occafion, Vereor ne nung nedigentius "oiy^fA^ 
There is nothing, in truth, puts us fp much 
upon our guard, as to aft under the conftant 
infpedtion of one, whqfe virtues, as well as 
years, have rendered him venerable. Never 
indeed, did the dignity of goodneft appeap 
more irrefiftible in any inan : Yet thers 
was Something at the fame time fo geptle 
in his manners, fuch an innocenpy and 
chearfulnefs in his converfation, that h'q 
was as fure to gain afFe<Sfcioi* a? tQ infpirp 
jeverenee. 

It has been obfferved (and I think, by 
Cowley) " That a man in ipuch bufinefs 
h muft eithq* piajfce himfelf a knave or 
cc the world will make him a fool." If 
there is any truth in this pbfervatipn, it is 
not, however, without an exception. My 
father was early engaged in the great fcenes 
of bufinefs, where he contjniieji almoft tq 
his very laft hour ; yet he preferved liis in-* 
tegrity firm and unbroken, thro* all thofs 
powerful aflaultshe muft neceflarily have 
encountered in fo long a courfe qf a&ioij, 

?• if 
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If it were juftice, indeed, to his other 
virtues, to fingle out any particular one as 
(hining with fuperior luftre to the reft ; I 
fliould point to his probity as the brightest 
part of his character. But the truth is, the 
whole tenor of his conduit was one uniform 
exercife, of every moral quality, that can ad- 
^orn and exalt human nature. To defend 
the injured, to relieve the indigent, to pro- 
tect the diftrefled, was the chief end and 
aim of all his endeavors; and his principal 
motive both for engaging and perfevcring in 
his profeffion was, to enable himfelf more 
abundantly to gratify fo glorious an ambi- 
tion. 

No man had a higher relifh of the plea- 
Aires of retired and contemplative life $ as 
none was more quailified to enter into thofe 
calm fcenes with greater eafe and dignity. 
He had nothing to make him defirousof 
flying from the reflexions of his own mind; 
nor any paffions which his moderate patri- 
mony would not have been more than fuf- 
ficient to have gratified. But to live for 
himfelf only, was not confident with his 
generous and enlarged fentiments. It was 
a fpirit of benevolence that led him into the 

4 a&ivc 
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*$ive fcenes of the world 1 which upoijL 
any other principle he would either never 
have entered, pr foon have renounced, An$ 
it was that godlikp fpirit, which condij<fte4 
jmd fupported him thro* his ^feful pro? 
jjrefs, to thehonor apd intereft of his faoiiy 
lv and fripnds, and to the benefit of every 
creature, that could poffibly be compre? 
frended withiij tjxc ejcteptfive circle of hi? 
beneficence,. 

J wzll know, my dear EuphfQnius, 
the high regard you pay to eyery chstrafter 
jof merit Jh general, and the 'eftjeem in 
which you held this moft valuabje man in 
particular. J am fure, therefore, yofc* woul4 
not forgive me were I to make aii apology 
for Jeaving with you this private jnonument 
of my veneration for a parent, whofe lca# 
andloweft claim to my gratitude and efteepi 
Js, that I am indebted Jo jxiffi fof jpay bjrtfr, 
Jam, &c> 
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LETTER LXVIIfc 

To Philotes. 

I AM particularly pleafed with a paffagc in 
Homer, wherein Jupiter is reprefented 
as taking off his eyes, with a fort of fatiety, 
from the horror of the field of battle, and 
relieving himfelf with a view of the Hippo*- 
molgi 1 a people famous, it fcemS, for their 
innocence and fimplicity of manners. It is 
in order to praftife the fame kind of experi* 
ment, and givemyfelf afhort remiffion f?on» 
that fcene of turbulence and contention in 
which I am engaged, that I now turn my 
thoughts on you, Philotes, whofe tempe- 
rance and moderation may well juftify me 
in calling a modern Hippomolgian. 

I forget which of the antients it is, 
that recommends this method of thinking 
over the virtues of one's acquaintance : But 
I am.fure it is fometimes neceflary in order 
to keep one's felf in humour with our fpe- 
cies, and preferve the fpirit of philan- 
thropy from being entirely extinguifhed. 
Thofe who frequent the ambitious walks of 
life, are apt to take their eftimate of man- 
kind 
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kifld from the fmall pari of it that lies before 
them, and confider the reft of the world as 
pradifing, in different and under-pajts, the 
fame treachery and diflimulatiQn which 
marks out the characters of their fuperiorsv 
It is difficult indeed to preferve the piind 
from falling into a general contempt of our 
race, whilft one is converfant with the worfl: 
part of it. „I labor, however, as much as 
poffible, to guard againft that ungenerous 
difpofition ; as nothing is fo apt to kill thofq 
feeds of benevolence which every man 
fhould ehdeavour to cultivate in his breaft. 
Ill furely, therefore, have thofe wits 
employed their talents, who have made our 
fpecies the object of their fatire, and affect- 
ed to fubdue the vanity, by derogating from 
the virtues, of the human heart. But it will 
be found, I believe, upon an impartial exa- 
mination, that there is more folly than ma- 
lice in our natures, and that mankind oftener 
a£t wrong through ignorance than defign. 
Perhaps the true meafure of human merit 
is neither to be taken from the hiftories of 
former times, nor from what pafles in the 
more ftriking fcenes of the prefent genera- 
tion. The ^reateft virtues have, probably, 
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fceen ever the moft obfcurc ; and, I am per-* 
iuaded, that in all agfes 6f the world mord 
genuine heroifiri ha* been overlooked and 
Unknown* than either recorded or obferved^ 
That aliquid divinum, as Tully calls it; that 
fceleftial fpark which every man* who cool- 
ly contemplate* his own mind, may difco- 
Ver within him, operates where we leaf! 
look for it, arid often raifes the nobleft pro- 
ductions of virtue in the fhade and obfcu- 
tity of life* 

But it is time to quit fpeculation for ac- 
tion^ and return to the common affairs of 
the world. I (hall certainly do fo with more 
advantage, by keeping Philotes ftill in my 
view; as I (hall enter into the interests of 
mankind with more alacrity, by thus con- 
fideririg the virtues of his honeft heart zi 
lefs Angular than I am fometimes inclined 
to fuppofe* Adieu, 
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LETTER LXIX. 

To the fame * 

Auguft 3, 1735. 

LET it not be any difcouragement to 
you, Philotes, that you have hitherto 
received but little fatisfadtion from thofc 
noble fpeculations wherein you are employed. 
*' Truth (to,ufe the expreflion of the excel- 
lent Mr. Wollafton) " is the offspring of 
€€ unbroken meditations, and of thoughts 
€€ often revifed and corredted." It requires 
indeed great patience and refolution to difii- 
pate that cloud of darknefs which furrounds 
her; or (if you will allow me to go to an 
old philofopherformy allufion) to draw her 
up from that profound well in which {he 
lies concealed. 

There is, however, fuch a general con- 
nexion in the operations of nature, that the 
difcovery even of a fingle truth opens the 
way to numberlefs others ; and when once 
the mind has hit upon a right fcent, (he 
cannot wholly purfue her inquiries in vain.: 

Z 4 Canes 
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Canes ut montivaga perfape ferdi 
Naribus inveniunt inteftas frunde quietest 
Cum femel injiiterunt vtfligia certa vidi: 
Sic aliud ex alio $er te lute ipfe videre 
*— in rebus poteris, cacafque latebras 
irfiriuare omnes, et verum protabere inde. 

Lucre*; 

If muftbe orimecl neverthelefs, that, afc 
ter having exerted all our fagacity and in- 
duflry, we fhall fcarce arrive at certainty in 
many fpeculative truths Providence doc^ 
hot feerh tb have intended that we (hould 
fever bfe ill poffeflion of demotijlrative know- 
ledge, bejrdiid i. very limited cdmpafs; tho f 
at the fame tinle it fcaiinbt be fuppdfed, with- 
out the highefl injuftice to the benevolent 
Author 6f Out natures* that he has left any 
fiecejary truths without evident notes of 
diftin&ion. But while the powers of the 
mind are thus limited in their extent, and 
greatly fallible likewife in their operations, 
is it nbt amazing} Philotes, that mdnkind 
fhould inftilt each other for difference in o- 
Jrinion, and treat every nbtiort that bppofes 
their owrt With obloquy and cbntempt? 
Is it not amazing that a creature with ta- 
lents 
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fcihtis fo precarious and circumfcribed,(hould 
ttfurp that' confidence which can only be- 
long to much fuperior beings, and claim a 
deference which is due to perfection aloiie ? 
Surely the greateft arrogance that ever en- 
tered into the human heart, is that which 
not only pretends to be politive itfelf irt 
points wherein the beft and wifeft have dis- 
agreed, but looks dowh with all the info- 
lent fuperiority of Contemptuous pity oil 
thofe, whofe impartial f eafonings have led 
them into oppofiw conclufions. 

There isnothing, perhaps, more dvident 
than that our intellectual faculties are Hot 
fornied bf otic geheral ftandard; and confe- 
quently that diverfity bf opinion is of the 
very eflehce of our natiires. It feems proba- 
ble that this difparity extends even to our 
fenfitive pdwerS ; aftd tho' \#e agree indeed 
in givihg thd fam6 riames to certain vifible 
Appearances, as whitenefs, for inftaftce, to 
fnow ; yet it is by no nieafts deriionffratiori, 
that the particular body which affedts us 
With that fenfation, raifes the fame precife 
idea in any two pei-fdns who (hall happen to 
fcon template it together. Thus I have often 
heard you nientibri your youngeft daughter 

at 
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a* being the exadt counter- part of her mo- 
ther : uqw (he does not appear to me to re* 
(cmble her in any fingle feature. To what 
can this difagreement in our judgments be 
owing, but to a difference in the ftrudure 
of our organs of fight ? yet ?s juftly, Philo- 
tes, might you difclaim me for your friend, 
and look upon me with contempt for not 
difcovering a fimilitude which appears fo 
evident to your eyes; as any man can abufe 
or defpife another for not apprehending the 
force of that argument, which carries con- 
viction to his own underftanding* 

Happy had it been for the peace of the 
vrorld, if our maintainers of fyftems either 
in- religion or politics, had conducted their 
feveral debates with the full impreffion of 
this truth upon their minds, . Genuine phi- 
lofophy is ever, indeed, the lcaft dogmati- 
cal ; and I am always inclined to fufpedt the 
force of that argument, which is obtruded 
with arrogance and fufficiency, 

I am wonderfully pleafed with a paflage 
I met with the other day in the preface to 
Mr. Boyle's Philofophical effays ; and would 
recommend that cautious lpirit, by which 
he profefles to have conduced himfelf in. 

hi* 
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his phyfical refoarches, as worthy the irai- 
tatipn pf inquirers after truth of every 
kind. 

" Perhaps you will wonder, fays he, 
* c that in almoft every one of the following 
u eflays, I fhould ufe fo often, perhaps, it 
€€ feems> 'tis not improbable, as arguing a dif- 
" fidence of the truth of the opinions I in- 
u cline to • and that I fhould be fo fhy of 
u laying down principles, and fometimes 
u of fo much as venturing at explications. 
* c But I mud freely confefs, that having 
" met with many things of which I could 
* c give myfelf no one probable caufe, and 
€t fome things of which fcveral caufes may 
€t be affigned fo differing, as not to agree 
u iii any thing* unlefs in their being all of 
€€ them probable enough j I have often 
*' found fuch difficulties in fearching into 
fC the caufes and manner of things, and I 
" am fo fenfible of my own difability to 
" furmount thofe difficulties, that I dare 
€t fpeak confidently and pofitively of very 
" few things* except matter of fa&. And 
*/ when I venture to deliver any thing by 
V way of opinion, I fhould, if it were not 
u for mere fhame, fpeak yet more diffi- 

" dently 
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14 d'ihtly than I have been wont to do. Nor 
44 have my thoughts been altogether idle— 
44 in forming notions and attempting to de- 
44 vife hypothefes. But I have hitherto (tho* 
44 iltit always, yet not unfrequently) found 
4i that what pleafed me for a while, was 
44 foon after difgraced by fome farther or 
* l hew experiment. And, indefed, I have 
44 the lefs envied many (for I fay not all) 
44 of thofe writers who have taken upon 
*« them to deliver the caufes of things, and 
49 explicate the myftdries of nature, fince t 
44 have had the opportunity to obferve how 
44 many of their dodtrines, after having been 
" for a while [applauded and even admired, 
44 have afterwards been confuted by fome 
44 new phenomenon in nature which was 
4t either unkfaown to fuch writers, or not 
44 fufficiently confidercd by them." v 

If pofitiveriefs cbuld become any man in 
any point of iriere fpeculation, it muft have 
been this truly noble philofopher when he 
was delivering the refult of his ftudies in a 
fcience, wherein, by the united confeffion 
of the whole world, he fo eminently excel- 
led. But he had too much generofity to 
prefcribc his own notions as a mcafure to 

the 
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the judgment of others, and too much good 
fenfe to affcrt th*m with heat or confi- 
dence, . 

Whoever, Philotes, purfues his fpecula- 
tiops with this humble unarrogating tem- 
per pf mind, and with the beft exertion of 
$hofc faculties which Providence has affign- 
ed him ; thp' he fhould not find the con- 
vjdtipn, neyer, furely, can he fail of the 
reward of truth. I am, &c. 



LETTER LXX. 

To Palameqes. 

IF malice had never broken loofe upon the 
world, till it feized your reputation, I 
might reasonably condole with you on fall- 
ing the firft prey to its unreftrained rage. 
But this fpe&re has haunted merit almoft 
from its earlieft exiftence : and when all 
mankind were as yet included within a tin- 
gle family, one of them, we know, rofe 
tip in malignity of foul againft his innocent 
brother. Virtue, it (hould feem therefore, 
has now been too long acquainted with this 
her conftant pcrfecutor, to be either terrified 

or 
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or dejected at an appearance fo common. 
The truth of it is, fhe muft either renounce 
her nobleft theatre of adtion, and fecluds 
herfelf in cells and defarts, or be contented 
to enter upon the ftage of the world with 
this fiend in her train/ She cannot triumph, 
if (he will not be traduced ; and (he ftiould 
confidcr the clamors of cenfure, when join-p 
ed with her own confeious applaufe, as {q 
many acclamations that copfirjn her vie* 
tory. 

Let thofe who harbor this worft of hu- 
man dffpofitions, confider the many wretch*- 
fid and contemptible circumftances which 
attend it : but it is the bufinefs of him who 
iwjuftly fufFers from it, to refled how it 
may be turned to his advantage. Remem* 
ber then, my friend, that Generofity would 
lofe half her dignity, if malice did not con- 
tribute to her elevation ; and he that ha$ 
never been injured, has never had it in his 
power tpexercife the nobleft privilege of he* 
roic virtue. There is another confolation 
which may be derived from the rancor of 
the world, as it will inftrudt one in a piece 
of knowledge of the moft Angular benefit 
in our progrefs thro* it ; It yrill teach us to 

diftinguiflj. 
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diftinguifli genuine friendship From counter* 
feit. For he only who is. warmed with the 
real flame of amity, will rife up to fupport 
his Single negative, in opposition to the cla- 
morous votes of «n undiftinguiShing mul- 
titude* 

He indeed, who can fee a cool and deli- 
berate injury done to his friend, without 
feeling himfelf wounded in his moft fenfible 
part; has never known the force of the moft 
generous of all the human affedtions. _ Eve- 
ry man who has not taken the facred name 
of friendship in vain, will fubferibe to thofe 
fentiments which Homer puts into the 
mouth of Achilles, x and which Mr. Pope 
has opened and enlarged with fuch inimita- 
ble, ftrength and fpirit: 

A gen'rous friendjhip no cold medium knows, 
Burns with one fove, with one tefentment 

glows 1 
One Jhould our in? r efts and ourpaffions be: 
My friend muft bate the man that injures me. 

It may greatly alfo allay the pain which at- 
tends the wounds of defamation, and which 
are always moft Severely felt by thofe who 

kaft 
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leaft deferve them; to refledt, that thp 1 
malice generally flings the firft (lone, it is 
folly and ignorance, it is indolence or irre- 
folutiof)| which are principally concerned 
in fwelling the lieap* When the tide $£ 
cenfure runs ftrongly againil any particular 
character, the generality of mankind are 
too carelefs or too impotent to withftaqd 
the current : and thus, without any parti- 
cular malice in their own natures, are of- 
ten indolently carried alone with others, by 
tamely falling in with the general ftreauy. 
The number of thofe who really njeaji oqe 
harm, will wonderfully leiTen after the d$- 
du&ions which may fairly be mafle of this 
fort: and tf)e cup of unjuft reproach mujfc 
furely lofe much of its bitternefs, where 
one is perfuaded that malevolence has the 
leaft (hare in mingling the draught. For 
nothing, perfaps, ftipgs * generous mind 
more fenfibly in .wrongs of this fort, than 
tQ confider them as evidences of a general 
malignity in ljuipan nature. But from 
whatever caufes thefe ftorms may arife, Vir- 
. tue would not be true to her o^rij native 
privileges, if (he fnfFere4 herfelf to fink un- 
der tfcem. It is from f hat ftrength ajjid fi m*- 

oefc 
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hefs which upright intentions will ever fe- 
cure to an honeft mind, that, Palamedes, I 
am perfuaded will ftand fuperior to thofe 
unmerited reproaches which aflault hi; cha- 
rade rj and preferve ah unbroken repofe 
amidft the little noife and ftrife of igno- 
rant, or malicious tongues. Farewel. 



LETT E R LXXL 

2* PHILbTES. r 

April 9, 174:0; 

THERE is hd advantage which at- 
tends a popular genius that I am fo 
much inclined to envy, as the privilege of 
rendering merit confpicuoiis. An author 
who has raifed the atteiition of the public 
to his produ&ions, and gained a whole na- 
tion for his audience, may be confidered zi 
guardian of the temple of Famej and in vett- 
ed with the prerogative of gfaing entrance 
to whomfbever he deems worthy of that 
glorious diftin&ion. But the praife of an 
ordinary writer obftrudts rather than ad-* 
vaiices the honor due to merit, »nd fulliesl 
the lttftre.it j»eans to celebrate Rxxpotents 
> A a panegyric 
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panegyric operates like a blight wherever kr 
falls, and injures all that it touches. Ac- 
cordingly, Henry the IV. of France wa* 
wont Jiumoroufly to afcribe his early grey 
Hairs to. the effeft of numberlefs wretched 
compliments, which were paid him by a 
certain ridiculous orator of his times. But 
tho' the wreaths of Folly ftiould not dif- 
grace the temples they furround; they wi- 
ther, at leaft, as foon as received : and if 
they fhould not be offenfive, moil certainly* 
ho\ ever, they will be tranfient. Where- 
as thofe on the contrary, with which at* 
Horace or a Boileau, an Addifon or a Pope,: 
have crowned the virtues of their contem- 
peraries, are as permanent as they are^illu- 
ftrious, and will preferve their colors and 
fragrance to remoteft ages. 

If I could thus weave the garlands of un- 
fading appkufe ; if I were in the number 
of thofe chofen fpirite whofe approbation is 
fame; your friend ihould not want that 
diftingui/hing tribute which his virtues de- 
fcrve, and you req«eft. I would teH the 
wbtld (and tell it in a Voice that fhould W 
heard, far and* remembered k>ag) that Eufe- 
bes, witiialllfoe fcnowtedge.aad experience 
- ; t\ . of 
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of thefc later ages, has all the innocence and 
fimplicity of the earlieft : that he enforces 
the doctrines of his facred fun&ion, not 
with the vain pomp of oftcntatious elo- 
quence, but with the far morp powerful 
perfuafion of aftive and exemplary virtue ; 
, that he foftens the Feverity of precept with 
the eafe and familiarity of ponverfation, and 
by geiteroufly mingling with the megneft 
committed to his care, irifinuates the in~ 
ftru&or under the air of the companion ; 
that whilft he thus fills up the circle of his 
private ftation, he ftill turns his regards to 
the public, and employs his genius, his in-* 
duftry, and his fortune in profectiting and 
perfecting thofe discoveries, which tend 
moft to the general benefit of mankind i in 
ja .word, that whilft others of his order are 
contending for the ambitious prises of ecclg* 
fiaftical dignities, it is his glorious prehemi- 
nenee to merit the higheft, without enjoy- 
ing, or foliciting, even the ioweft, This, 
and yet more than this, the world fliould 
hear of your friend, if the world were in-> 
clined to liften to nay voice. But tho' you 
perhaps, Phijotes, may be willing to giv? 
audience to my Mufe, 

A a z nam f u f 
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namque Tufolebas 
Meas ejje aliquid put are nugas* C a tul. 

can (he hope to find favor likewife in the 
fight of the public ? Let me, then, rather 
content myfelf with the filent admiration of 
thofe virtues which I am not worthy to ce- 
lebrate % and leave it to others to place the 
good works of Eufebes where they may 
Jhine forth before men. I am, &c. 



LETTER LXXIL 

To the fame. 

Dec. 7, 1747. 

THE vifita of a friend, like thofe of 
the fun at this feafon, are extremely 
enlivening. I am fure at leaft they would 
both be particularly acceptable to me at pre- 
fent, when my mind is as much overcaft 
as the heavens. I hope, therefore, you will 
not drop the defign your letter intimates, of 
fpending a few days with me in your way 
to * * *. Your company will greatly contri- 
bute to difperfe thofe clouds of melancholy 
which the lofs of a very valuable friend has 

hung 
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hung over me. There is fomething, in- 
deed, in the firft moments of reparation from 
thofe .whom a daily commerce and long 
habitude of friendship has grafted upon the 
heart, that diforders our whole frame of 
thought, and difcolors all one's enjoyments. 
Let Philofophy affift with the utmoft of her 
vaunted ftrength,.the mind cannot imme- 
diately recover the firmnefs of its pofture, 
when thofe amicable props upon which it 
ufed.to reft, are totally removed. Even the 
moft indifferent ohjedls with which we have 
long been familiar, take fome kind of root 
in our hearts; and " I fhould hardly care" 
(as.a celebrated author has, with greatgood- 
nature, obferved) "to have an old poft 
u pulled up, which I remembered ever fine* 
*' I was a child/' 

To know how to receive the full fatisfac- 
lion of a prcf^nt enjoyment, with a difpo- 
fition prepared at the fame time to yield it 
up without reluctance, is hardly, I daubt, 
reconcileable to humanity : pain in. being 
difunited from thofe we love, is a tax we 
muft be contented to pay, if we would en-* 
joy the pleafures of the fpcial. affections* 
Qpe would not wifh, indeed, to be whol- 
& a i ly 



Digitized 



by Google 



3s S LETTER LXXlt. 

ly infenfible to difquietudes of this kind : and 
we muft renounce the moft refined reliftiof 
6Ur being, if we would upon all occafions 
poflcfs our fouls in a Stoical tranquillity. 

That antient philofopher whofe precept 
it was, to tonverfe with our friends as if 
they might one day prove our enemies, has 
been juftly cenfured as advancing a very un- 
generous maxim. To remember, however, 
that we muft one day mod certainly be di~ 
vided from them, is a reflection, tnethinks, 
that fhould enter with us into our tender 
connexions, of every kind* From the pre- 
fent difcompofure, therefore,' of my own 
breaft, and from that fhare which I take in 
whatever may afieft the repofb of yours, I 
cannot bid you adieu,, without reminding 
you at the fame time of thfe ufcful caution 
of one of your poetical acquaintance : 

Quicquid amas, cupias wn phcwjfe ninth. 

1 «n> &c* 
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To Palamedes. 

Feb. 13, 174T. 

IF one would rate any particular merit ac- 
cording to its true valuation, it may bfe 
neceffary, perhaps, to confider how far ft 
can be juftly claimed by mankind in general. 
I am fure at leaft, when I read the very un- 
common fentimcnts of your laft letter, I 
found their judicious author rife in my 
^efteem, by reflecting, that there is not a 
more Angular character in the world, than 
that of a thinking man. It is not merely 
having a fucccflion of ideas, which lightly 
tfkim over the mind, that can with any pro- 
priety be ftyled by that denomination. It 
is obfcrving them feparately and diftindlly, 
and ranging them under their refpedtive 
clafles ; it is caflmly and fteddily viewing 
our opinions on every fide, and refoiutely 
tracing them thro' all their consequences and 
connexions, that constitutes the man of re- 
flexion, and diftinguifhes reafon from fan- 
cy. Providence, indeed, does not feem to 
have formed any very considerable number 
A a 4 of 
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pf our fpccies for an cxtcnfiyc excrcifc of 
this higher faculty; as the thoughts of the 
far greater part of mankind are necefTarily 
retrained within the ordinary purpofes of 
s^nimal lifp. But if we look up even to 
thofe who move in much (uperior orbits, 
and whq have opportunities tp improve, as 
yrell as leifure to exercife their underftand- 
ing$; we £hali find, that thinking is one of 
tfte laft exerted privileges of cultivated hu- 
manity. 

It i$, indeed, an pperation of the mind 
which meets with many obftru&ions to 
check its juft and free direction ; but there 
are twp principles which prevail more or 
lefs in the conftitutions of mpft men, that 
particularly contribute to keep this faculty 
of the foul unemployed : I mean pride and 
indolence. To defcend to truth thro' the 
tedious progrefliop of well examined de- 
ductions, is confidered as a reproach to the 
quicknefs of underftanding ; as it is much 
too laborious a method for any, but thofe 
who are poffeffed pf a vigorous and refolute 
activity of mind. For this reafon, the greater 
part of our fpecies generally choofq either 
to feize upon their conclusions at once, or 

to 
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tt take them by rebouiid from others, as 
beft fuiting with their vanity or their lazi- 
nefs. Thug Mr. Locke ©bferves, that th^rc 
are not fo many errors and wrong opirfiona 
in the world, as is generally imagined. Not 
that he thinks mankind are by any mpans 
uniform in embracing truth ; but becaufe 
the majority of them, he maintains, haw 
no thought or opinion at all about thofe 
xlo&rines, concerning which they raife the' 
greateft clamor. Like the common foldieri 
in an army, they follow where their leaders 
diredt, without knowing, or even inquiring 
into the caufe for which they fo warmly 
contend* 

. This will account for the flow fteps by 
which truth has advanced in the world, on 
one fide; and for thofe abfurd fyftems 
which, at different periods, have had an 
univerfal currency on the other. For there 
is a ftrange difpofition in human nature, ei- 
ther blindly to tread the fame paths that 
have been traverfed by others, or to ftrike 
out into the moft devious extravagancies : 
the greater part of the world will either to- 
tally renounce their reafon, or reafon only 

from 
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from the wild fuggeftions of an heated ima* 
gin at ion. 

From the fame fource may be derived 
thofe divifions and animofities, which break 
the union both of public and private focie* 
ties, and turn the peace aad harmony of hu* 
man intercourfe into diffonance and conten- 
tion. ' For while men judge and adt by fuch 
meafures as have not been proved by the 
ftandard of difpaffionate reafen, they muft 
equally be miftaken in their eftimates both 
of their own condud and thjtt qf others* 

If we turn our view from active to con- 
templative life, we may h*ve oecaiion, per- 
haps, to remark, that thinking is nc? l$(s un- 
common in the literary than the civil wctfld- 
The number of thofe writers who can with 
any juftnefs of expreflion be termed think* 
ing authors,: would not form a very copious 
library, tho one were to tak# in all of thtf 
kind which both antient and modern times 
have produced. Necefiarjiy, I imagine, 
muft one exclude from a colle&ion of this 
fort, all critics, commentators, modern La- 
tin poets, tranflators, and, in ihort, all that 
numerous under-tribe in thej commonwealth 
x>f literature that owe their exiftence mere- 

4 iy 
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ly to the thoughts of others. I fhould re- 
jedt for the fame reafon fuch compilers as 
Valerius Maximus and Aulus Gellius : tho', 
it muft be owned indeed, their works have 
acquired an accidental value, as they pre- 
ferve to us feveral curious traces, of antiqui- 
ty, which time would otherwife have en- 
tirely worn out. Thofe teeming geniufes, 
likewife, who have propagated the fruits of 
their ftudies thro' a long feries of tra&«, 
would have little pretence, I believe, to be 
admitted as writers of refle&ion. . For this 
reafon I cannot regret the lofs of thofe in- 
credible numbers of compofitions, which 
foms of the antients are faid to have pro- 
duced : 

Quakfuit Caffi rapido ferventius amni 
Ingenium ; capfis quern fama tfi eje y Uhrifque 
jfanbuftutn propriis. Hor. 

Thus Epicurus;, we are told, left behind 
him three hundred volumes of his own 
works, wherein he had not inferted a fingle 
quotation ; and we have it upon the autho- 
rity of Varro's own words *, that he him- 

felf 

* This paffage is to be found in Aul. Gellius, who 
quotes it from a treatife which Varro had written con- 
cerning 
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felf compofed four hundred and ninety 
books. Seneca aflures us, that Didymus 
the grammarian wrote no lefs than four 
thoufand; but Origen, it feems, was yet 
more prolific, and extended his perform- 
ances even to fix thoufand treatiies. It is 
obvious to imagine with what fort of mate* 
rials the produ&ions of fuch expeditious 
workmen were wrought up : found thought 
and well-matured reflections couid have no 
fhare, wemayJbe fure, in thefe hafty per^ 
formances. Thus are books multiplied, 
whilft authors are fcarce; and fo much ea- 
fier is it to write than to think \ But (hall: 
I not myfclf, Palamedes, prove an inflancc 
that it is fo, if I fufpend any longer your 
own more important refle&ions, by intei> 
rupting you with fuch a? piifle ? A4ieu, 

cerning the w&iderful effe&s of t*he numberScven. But 
$he fubjeft of this piece cannot be more ridiculous, than 
the ftyle in which it appears to have been compofed : 
for that moft learned author of his times (as Cicero, if 
I miftake not, fomewhere calls him) informed his rear 
<fers in that performance, ft jam duodecimam annorum 
btbdomadam ingrejjum ejfe, et ad turn diem feptuaginta 
bttdomadas Ubrorum tonj'cripjiffi. . Aul. Gcll. Hi. 10. 
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LETTER LXX1V. 

To Orontes. 

IT is with much pleafurc I look back up- 
on that philofophical week, which I late* 
ly enjoyed at * * *, as there is no part, per- 
haps, of focial life, which affords more real 
fatisfadion, than thofe hours which one 
pafles in rational and unreferved conven- 
tion. The free communication of fenti- 
ments amongft a fet of ingenious and fpecu- 
lative friends, fuch as thofe you gave me the 
opportunity of meeting, throws the mind 
into the moil advantageous exercife, and 
fliews the ftrength or wcaknefs of its opini- 
ons with greater force of convi&ion, thafc 
any other method we can employ* 

That it is not good for man to be alone, 
is true in more views of our fpecies than 
one ; and focicty gives ftrength to our rea- 
fon as well as polifh to our manners. The 
foul> when left entirely to her own folitary 
contemplations, is infenfibly drawn by a fort 
of conftitutional bias, which generally lead* 
her opinions to the fide of her inclinations. 
Hence it is that ihe contracts thofe peculia- 
3 rities 
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ritics of rcafoning, and little habits, of think- 
ing, which fo often confirm her in the'moft 
fantaftical errors. But nothing is more like- 
ly to recover the mind from this falfe bent, 
"than the counter-warmth of impartial de- 
late. Converfation opens our views, and 
gives our faculties a more vigorous play; 
5t puts us upon turning our notions on eve- 
ry fide, and holds them up to a light that 
difcovers thofe latent flaws, which would 
probably have lain concealed in the gloom 
of unagitated abftra&ion. Accordingly one 
may remark, that moft of thofe wild doc- 
trines, which have been let loofe upon the 
world, have generally owed their birth to 
perfons, whofe circumftances or difpofi- 
tions have given them the feweft opportu- 
nities of canvafling their refpeftive fyftems, 
in the way of free and friendly debate. Had 
the authors of many an extravagant hypo* 
"thefis, difcufled their principles in private cir- 
cles, ere they had given vent 'to them in 
public; the obfervation of Varro had ne- 
ver, perhaps, been made (or never at leaft 
with fo much juftice) that " there is no 
" opinion fo abfurd, but has fome philofo- 
$$ pher or other to produce in its fupport" 

Upon 
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Upon this principle, . I imagine, it is, 
that fome o£ the fineft pieces of antiquity 
are written in the dialogue- manner. Plato 
and Tully, it fliould feem, thought truth 
could never be examined with more advan- 
tage, than amidft the amicable opposition 
of well-regulated converfe. It is probable, 
indeed, that fubje&s of a ferious and philo- 
fophical kind were more frequently the to- 
pics of Greek and # Roman converfations, 
than' they are of ours ; as the circumftance& 
of the world had not yet given occafion to 
thofe prudential reafons which may now, 
perhaps, reftrain a more free exchange of 
fentiments amongft us. There was fome- 
thing, likewife, in the very fcenes them* 
felves where they ufually aflembled, that 
almoft unavoidably turned the ftream of 
their converfations into this ufeful channel. 
Their rooms and gardens were generally 
adorned, you know f with the ftatues of the 
greeted mafters of reafon that had then ap- 
peared in the world: and while Socrates 
orAriftotle flood in their view, it is no 
wonder their difcourfe fell upon thofe fub- 
jeds, which fuch animating reprefentationa 
would naturally fuggeft. It is probable; 

therefore, 
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therefore, that many of thofe antient pieces 
which are drawn up in the drogue-man- 
ner, were no imaginary coqverfations in* 
Vented by their authors ; but faithful tran- 
fcripts from real life. And it is this circum- 
(iance, perhaps, as much as any other, 
which contributes to give them that re- 
markable advantage over the generality of 
modern compofitions, which have been 
formed upon the fame plan. I am fure, at 
lead, I could fcarce name more than three 
or four of this kind which have appeared 
in our language, worthy of notice. My 
lord Shaftesbury's dialogue entitled The 
Moralifts; Mr. Addifon's upon antient 
Coins; Mr. Spence's upon the Odyfley* 
together with thofe of my very ingenious 
friend Philemon to Hydafpes ; arc, almoft* 
the only produ&ions in this way; which 
have hitherto come forth amongft us with 
advantage. Thefe, indeed, are all matter- 
pieces of the kind, and written in the trutf 
fpirit of learning and politenefs. The cofl- 
vcrfation in each of thefe moft elegant per- 
formances is condu&ed, not in the ufual 
abfurd method of introducing one difputant 
(o be tamely filenced by the other; but in 

the 



Digitized 



by Google 



LETTER LXXIVj 369 
the more lively dramatic mariner, where a 
juft contrail of characters is preferved 
throughout, and where the fevfcral fpeakcrs 
fupport their refpe&iye fentiments with all 
the ftrength and fpirit of a well-bred op- 
position. 

But of all the con venation-pieces, whe- 
ther antient or modern, either of the mo- 
ral or polite kind, I know not one which is 
more elegantly written, than the little ano- 
nymous dialogue concerning the rife and de- 
cline of Eloquence among the Romans. I call 
it anonymous, tho' I am fehfible it has been 
afcribed, not only to Tacitus and Quin<5ti- 
lian, but even to Suetonius. The reafons 
which the critics have refpedtiveiy produced, 
are ifo exceedingly precarious and incon- 
clufive, that one mud have a very extraor- 
dinary (hare of clafiical faith indeed, to 
receive it^ as the performance of any of 
thofe celebrated writers. It is evidently, 
however, a competition of that period in 
* which they florifhed : and if I were dif- 
pofed to indulge a conjecture, I ftiould be 
inclined to give it to the younger Pliljy, It 
exa&ly coincides with his age; it is adtdref- 
fed to one of his particular friends ^nd cor- 
B b refpondents ; 
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refpondents; it is marked with fome fimi- 
lar cxpreffions and fentiments. But as ar- 
guments of this kind are always more im- 
pofing than folid, I recommend it to you as 
a piece, concerning the author of which, 
nothing fatisfadtory can be collected. This 
I may one day or other, perhaps, attempt 
to prove in form, as I have amufed myfelf 
with giving it an Engliih drefs. In the 
mean time I have enebfed my tranflatioft 
in this packet; not only with a view to 
your fentiments, but in return to your fa- 
vor. I was perfuaded I could not make 
you a better acknowledgment for the plea- 
fure of that converfation I lately participated 
through your* means, than by introducing 
you to one, which (if my copy is not ex- 
tremely injurious to its original) I am Aire, 
you cannot attend to without equal enter- 
tainment and advantage. Adieu. 
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O R A TOR V. 

to F AB I tr 8. 

YOU have frequently, my friend, requi- 
red toe to affign a reafon whence it 
has happened, that the Oratorical chata&er, 
Which fprfcad fuch a glorious, luftre upon 
former age?> is now fo totally extend amongft 
us r as fcarce to prefcrve evett its name. It 
is the antifchts alone> you obferved, whom 
we diftinguifli with that appellation; while 
the Eloquent of the prefeftt tirpes are Ayled 
only pleaders* patrons, advocates, or any 
thing, in fhort* but Orators. 

Hardly* I believe, fliotold 1 have at- 
tempted a folution of your difficulty, or 
ventured upon the examination of a quefc 
tion wherein the genius of the moderns, if" 
they cannot, or their judgment* if they 

* It is heceflary to fttforta thofe readers of tiie fcfl* 
lowing dialogue who may be difpofed to compare it with 
the original, that the edition of Heumanttus, printed at 
Gtttiftgen, 17x9, has been generally fbll0*ed. 

Bba Will 
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will not, rife to the fame heights, muft nc- 
ceffarily be given up; had I nothing of 
greater authority to offer upon the fubje&, 
than my own particular fentiments. But 
having been prefent, in the very early part 
of my life, at a conVerfation between fome 
perfons of great eloquence, considering the 
age in which they lived, who difcuflcd this 
very point; my memory, and not my judg- 
ment, will be concerned, whilft I endeavor, 
in their own ftyle and manner, and accord- 
ing to the regular courfe of their debate, 
to lay before you the feveral reafonings of 
' thofe celebrated geniufes : each of them, 
indeed, agreeably to the peculiar turn and 
! "character of the fpeaker, alledging diffe- 
rent, thb* prdbable caufes of the fame tfadfc; 
but all of them' fupporting their refpettive 
opinions with ingenuity and good fenfe. 
Nor were the orators of the prefent age 
without an advocate in this debate: for one 
of the company took the oppofite fide, and 
treating the antients with much feverity 
apd contempt, declared in favor of modern 
eloquence. 

Maxcus Aper and Julius. Secundus, 
two diftinguifhed geniufes of our forum, 

4 made. 
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made a yifit to Maternus the day after he 
had publickly recited his tragedy of Cato : a 
piece, which gave, it feems, great offence 
to thofe in power, and: was: much canvafled 
in all conventions. Maternus* indeed, 
feemed throughout that whole performance 
to have confidered only what was Yuitable 
to the character of his hero, without paying 
apropcr regard to thofe prudential retrain ts, % 
which were neceflary for his own Security. 
I was at that time a warm admirer and con- 
flan t follower of thofe great mens irifomuch- 
that I not only attended them when they 
were engaged in the courts of judicature^ 
but, from my fond attachment to the, arts 
of eloquence and with a certain ardency 
peculiar to youth, I joined in all their par- 
ties, and was prefent at their mod private 
eonverfations. Their great abilities, how- 
ever, could not fecure them from the cri- 
tics, - who alledged, that Secundus had 
by no means an eaiy elocution ; whilft 
Aper, they pretended, owed his reputation 
as an orator, more to nature than to art. 
It is certain, peverthelefs, that their ob- 
je&ions were without foundation. The 
fpeeches of the former were always delivered 
„ -. t B b 3 with 
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with fuffipicnt fluency ^ as hi& expreffioQ 
was clear, tho* concifc; and the Utter had, 
rpoft undoubtedly, a general tindture of li- 
terature. The truth' is, one could not fo 
properly fay, that Aper was 'Without^ as 
above the affiftancc of learning. He ima- 
gined, perhaps, the powers and application 
of his genius would be fo much the more 
admired* as it fhould not appear to derive 
any of its luftre from tile acquired arts. 

Wo fouhd Matcrnus, when we entered 
his apartn&ent, with the tragedy in his hand 
which he h*d recited the day before. Are 
you then ({aid Secundum, addrefling him- 
felf to him) fo little difepuraged with the 
malicious insinuations 9f thefe ill-natured 
cenfijrers, as ftill to cherifh this obnoxious 
tragedy of yours? Or perhaps, you are re- 
viling it| inorder to expunge the exception- 
able parages j and purpofe to fend your 
Cato into the world, J will not fay with fiw 
perior charms, but, at leaft, with greater 
fecurity, than in its original form, You 
jnay perufe it (returned he) if you pleafe; 
you will find it remains juft in the famQ 
tf tuatiqri as when you heard it read. I in-*- 
tend however, that Thyeftes ihall fupply 
3 the 
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the defeats of Cato: for I am meditating ft 
tragedy upon that fubjeft, and have already, 
indeed, formed the plan. , I am battening, 
therefore, the publication of this play in my 
hand, that I may apply myfelf entirely -to 
my new defign. Are you then* in good 
carneft (replied Aper) fo enamored of drar 
matic poetry, as to renounce the bufinefs of 
oratory in order to confecrate your whole 
leifure tQ — Medea, I think, it was before, 
and now, it feems, to Thyeftes? when thp 
caufes of fo many worthy friends, the inter- 
efts of fo many powerful communities, de- 
mand you in the forum : a taflc more than 
fufficient to enftploy your attention, tho' 
neither Cato nor Domkius had any fhfire of 
it j tho* you were not continually turning 
from one dramatic performance to another, 
and adding the tales of Greece tP the hiftory 
* of Rome* 

I should be concerned, anfwered Ma- 
ternus, at the feverity of your rebuke, if the 
frequency of our debates upon this fubje^t 
had not rendered it fbmewhat familiar to 
me. But how (added he, fouling) can you 
accufe me of deferring the bufinefs of my 
profeflion, when I am ever/ day engaged 
Bb 4 in 
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in defending poetry againft your accufations $ 
And I am glad (continued he, looking to^ 
wards Secundus) that we have now an op- 
portunity of difcuffing this point before fo 
competent a judge. His decifion will ei- 
ther determine me to renounce all preten- 
tions to poetry for the future, or (which I 
gather hope) will be a fandion for my quit- 
ting that confined fpecies of oratory, in 
which, methinks, I have fufficiently labor- 
ed, and authorize the devoting iriyfelf to 
fhe more extenfive and facred eloquence of 
the Mufes. 

Give me leave, interpofed Secundus* 
before Aper takes exception to his judge, to 
fay, what all honeft ones ufually dp in the 
fame circumftances, that I defire to be ex* 
cufed from fitting ip judgment upon a caufc, 
wherein I muft acknowledge myfelf biafied 
in favor of a party concerned. All die 
world is fcniible of that ftrift friendfliip 
which has long fubfifted between me and 
that etcdlent man, as well as great poet, 
Saleius Baflus. To which let me add, if 
the Mufes are to be arraigned, I know* of 
hone who can offer more prevailing bribes* 

•I HAVE 
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I hate nothing to alledge againft Ba8ui 
(returned Apefr) or any other man, who, not 
having talents for the bar, choofes to efta~ 
blifli a reputation of the poetical kind* Not 
fliall I fuffcr Mafertfus (for I am willing to 
join iflue With him before you) to cvadfc 
my charge, by dtawing others into his pari- 
ty. My accufatiofr is levelled fingly agAinfi 
Him; who, formed as he is by nature with 
a moft ma&ulinc and truly oratorical genius^ 
.choofes to fuffer fo noble a faculty to lie 
wafte and uncultivated* I muft remind 
him, however,: that by the exercife of this 
commanding talent, he ihight at once both 
acquire and fupport the moft important 
friendships, and have the glory to fee whole 
provinces and nations rank themfelves un- 
der his patronage ; a talent of sll others, the 
moft advantageous, whether confidercd with 
refpe& to intereft, or to honors; a talent, 
in (hort, that affords the moft illuftrious 
means of propagating a reputation, not only 
within pur own walls, but throughout the 
whole compafs of the Roman empire, and 
indeed to the moft diftant nations of the 
globe. 

If utility ought to be the governing mo- 
tive 
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tive of every a&i9jr$u*d every d*fig*. of Ddr 
Iiye$ i can we pqffibly be employ* d to bet* 
ttr purpofc, th»n in the ewrcife, of. w art, 
which enables a man, upon all oqegfions* 
to fupport the jntereft of his friend* tip pro- 
te£t the rights of the ftr«ager t ; to defend the 
€tttfe of the injured? that not only readers 
him the terror of his ope$ and fecret adver*- 
ftfits, but fecures hira* as it were* by the 
Hjoft firm and permanent guafd f 

The particular ufefulnefs, indeed, of this 
pf ofeffion 19 evidently manjfefted in the op* 
pOrttwifies it fuppliesof fervi^ others, tho* 
we (beuld have no occafion to.gxert it in 
our own b$half: fept Should ^e* .upon any 
recurrence, be ourfclyes »ttecl*ed* Jfcc fword 
aad buckler is not ^ more powerful defence 
in the day of battle, than oratory jj) {he d^n* 
g^re^ feafon q£ public arraignment. What 
jbed Marcellus lately to oppose to the united 
refentment of the whole fenafe, but his elo- 
quence ? Yet fupport*4 by thar : fprfnidar 
ble auxiliary, he ftqod firm and unmoved* 
gjnidft all the. aflaults of the artful Helvi- 
dius: who, notwithstanding he was a man 
of fenfe and elocution, was totally inexpert 
in the management of this fort of contefts. 

But 
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But I need not infift farther on this head* 
welt perfuaded as I am, that Matcrnus wHI 
not controvert fo clear a truth. Rather let 
me obferve the pleafure which attends the 
exercife of the pcrfuafive arts: a pleafure* 
which does not arife only once, pediaps, m 
a whole lift* ''but flows in a perpetual ffcriw 
of gratifications. What can be moreagrce* 
able to a liberal and ingenuous mind, farm* 
ed with a relifli of rational enjoyments, than 
to fee one's levee crouded with a. concourffe 
of the moft illuftrious perfonages j hot as 
followers of your interpft, or your power ; 
not be^aufe you are rich and defthute of 
heirs; but fingly in confideration of your 
fuperior qualifications ? It is pot unufuat 
upon thefe occafions, to obferve the' weal* 
thy, thp powerful, and the childlefs, ad- 
drefling themfelves to a young manfandpro- 
bably no rich one) in favor pf themfelves or 
their friends. Tell me now» has authori- 
ty or wealth a charm, equal to the fatisfac- 
tion of thus beholding perfons of the high- 
eft dignity, venerable by their age, or pow- 
erful by their credit, in the full enjoyment 
of every external advantage, courting your 
afftftance/ and tacitly acknowledging, that, 

great 
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peat and diftinguiihed as they are, there 
i$ fomething (till wanting to them more va- 
luable than all their poffcffions ? Reprefent 
to yourfelf the honorable croud of clients 
conducing the orator from his houfe, and 
attending him in his return : think of the. 
glorious appearance he makes in public, the 
diilinguiihing refpeft that is paid to him in 
the courts of judicature, the exultation of 
heart vyhejj he rifes up before a fyll audi- 
ence, huihed in fplpmn filencc and fixed 
attention, prefling round the admired 
fpcaker, and receiving every paflion he 
deems proper to raife: Yet thefc are but 
the ordinary joys of eloquence, and vifible 
to every common obferver. There are' 
others, and thofe far fuperior, of a mpre 
concealed and delicate kind, and of which 
the orator himfelf can alone be fenfible. 
Does he ftand forth prepared with a ftu#* 
ed harangue? As the compofition, fo th?. 
plcafurc, in this inftancc, is more foljd and 
equal. If, on the other hand, he rifes in a^ 
new and unexpected debate, the previous 
folicitude which he feels upon fuch occa-r 
fions, recommends and improves the plea? 
furc of his fuccefsj as indeed the moft ex? 
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quifite fatisfadion of this kind is, when he 
boldly hazards the unpremeditated fpeech. 
For it is in the productions of genius, as in 
the fruits of the earth ? thofe which arils 
fpontancoufly are ever the mod agreeable. 
If I may venture to mention ipyfelf, I muft 
acknowledge, that neither the fatisfa&ioa 
I received, when I was firft inverted with the 
laticlave, nor even when I entered upon the 
feveral high ports in the ftatc; though the 
pleafure was heightened to me, not only as 
thofe honors were new to my family, but 
as I was born in a city by no means favora- 
ble to my pretenfions:— The warm trans- 
ports, I fay, which I felt at thofe times, 
were far inferior to the joy which has glow- 
ed in my breaft, when I have fuccefsfully 
exerted- my humble talents in defence of 
.thofe caufes and clients committed to my 
cfcre, T<* fay truth, 1 imagined myfelf, at 
fu<ih feafpfls, to be raifed above the higheft 
dignities, and in the pofTeflion of fomething 
. far more valuable, than either the favor of 
4 the great, or the bounty of the rich can ever 
beftow. 

Of all the arts or fciences, there is not 
. one, which crowns its- votaries with a repu- 
tation 
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tation in any degree comparable to that of 
eloquence. It it not only thofe of a toore 
exalted rank in the (late, who are witftefiet 
of the orator's fame; it is extended to the 
observation even of but very youth of any 
hopes or merit. Whofe example, for in- 
Jtance, do parents more frequently recott** 
mend to their forts? or who are more the 
gaze and admiration of the people in gene- 
ral ? whilft every ftrangcr that arrives, ie 
curious of feeing the man, of whofe cha- 
racter he has heard fuch honorable report* 
I will venture to affirm, that Marcellus, 
, whom I juft now mentioned, acid Vibitis 
(for I choofe to produce my inftance* from 
modern times,, rather than from thofe more 
remote) are as well known in the moft d»* 
jtant corners of the eiftpire* as they are at 
Capua or Vercellfe % the places* it u faid, of 
their refpe&ive nativity t an honor, for 
which they are by no means indthted to 
their immehfe riches* On tfce contrary, 
their wealth may juftly, it fhtmVd ftem, be 
afcribed to their eloquence Eteiy age, 
indeed, can produce perfons of genius, who, 
by means of this powatftil tfcfettt, hatWfaif- 
ed themfdves to the moft tfxaJwd ftatpn. 

But 
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But the inftances I juft now mentioned, aft 
not drawn from diftant times: they Fall 
within the obfervation of our own eyes. 
Now the more obfcure the original extrac- 
tion of thofe illuftrious perfons was, the 
more humble the patrimony to which they 
were born, fo much ftronger proof they 
afibrd of the great advantage of the orato- 
rical arts. Accordingly, without the recom- 
mendation of family or fortune j without 
any thing very extraordinary in their virtues; 
(and one of them rather contemptible in his 
addrefs) they have for many years main* 
tained the higheft credit and authority 
among their fellow citizens* Thus, from 
being chiefs in the forum, where they pre- 
ferred their diftinguifhed eminence as long 
as they thought proper; they have paffed 
on to the enjoyment of the fame high rank 
in Vefpafian's favor, whofe efteem for them 
feems to be mixed even with a degree of 
reverence: as indeed they both fupport and 
conduct the whole weight of his adminiftra- 
tion. That excellent and venerable prince 
(whofe lingular chara&er it is, that he can 
endure to hear truth) well knows, that the 
reft of his favorites are diftinguifhed only as 

they 
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they are the objects of his munificence: tto* 
fupplies of which he can cafily raife, and 
with the fame facility confer on others. 
Whereas Crifpus and Marcellus recoa** 
mended themfelves to his notice, by advan- 
tages which no earthly potentate either did, 
or could, bcflow. The truth of it is, in- 
scriptions, and (tatues, and enfigns of dig- 
nity could claim but the loweft rank, amldft 
tbeir more illuftrious diminutions. Not 
that they are unpofleflcd of honors of this 
kind* any more than they are destitute of 
wealth or poWef : advantages, much of- 
tener affettcdly depreciated, than fincerely 
defpifed. 

Such, my friend, are the ornaments, 
and fuch the rewards of an early applica- 
tion to the bufinefs of the forum, and tho 
arts of oratory. But poetry, to which Ma- 
ternus wi&es to devote his days, (for it was 
that which gave rife to pur debate) confers 
neither dignity on her followers in particular, 
nor advantage on fociety in general. The 
tvfiole amount of her pretentions is nothing 
more, than the tranfient pleafure of a vain 
and fruitlefs applaufe. Perhaps what: I have 
already faid, and am going to add, may 

not 
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ftbt be verjr agreeable to my friend Mater- 
nu$: however* I will venture to afk him, 
What avails the eloquence of his Jafon oi 
Agamemnott ? what mortal does it either 
defend or oblige? Who is it that cotirts the 
patronage, or joins the train, of Baffus, 
that ingenious (or if you think the teriiirtiore 
honorable) that illuftrious poet? Eminent 
as he may be, if his flriend, his relation, or 
hi mfelf were involved irt any litigated tranf- 
a<3ions> he Would be under the neceffity of 
having recourfe to Secufcdus* or perhaps to 
you, my friend * : but by no means* how- 
ever, as you are a poet, and in order to fo- 
licit you to beftow fotne verfes upon him i 
for verfes he cart compofe himfelf> fair> it 
feems, and goodly •— Yet after all, when he 
has at the coft of 'much time, and many a 
labored lucubration, fpun out a fingle can- 
to; he is obliged to traveffe the Whole town 
in order to collect an audience. Nor cari 
he procure even this compliment, flight as 
it is, without actually purchafing it : for the 
hiring a room, erecting a ftage* and difperf- 
ing his tickets, are articles which muft 
neceffarily be attended with feme expence. 
* Maternus* 

Q c And 
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And let us fuppofe his poem is approved : 
the whole admiration is over in a day or 
two, like that of a fine flower which dies 
away without producing any fruit. In a 
word, it fecures to him neither friend nor 
patron, nor confers even the moil inconfi- 
derable favor upon any fingle creature. The 
whole amount of his humble gains, is the 
fleeting pleafure of a clamorous applaufe ( 
We looked upon it lately, as an uncom- 
mon inftance of generality in Vefpafian, that 
he prefented Baflus with fifty thoufand fef- 
terces*. Honorable, I grant it is, to pof- 
feisagrnius which merits the imperial boun- 
ty: but how much more glorious (if a man's 
circumftances will admit of it) to exhibit in 
one's own perfon an example of munifi- 
cence and liberality ? Let it be remember- 
ed likewife, if you would fucceed in your 
poetical labors, and produce any thing of 
real worth in that art, you mud retire, as the 
poets exprefs themfelves, 

To Jtfent grottos and fequefterd groves. 

That is, you muft renounce the conven- 
tion of your friends, and every civil duty 

* About 400I. of our money, 
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bf life, to be concealed in gloomy and un* 
jftfofitablc fblitude* 

If we cdnfiider the votaries bf this idlii 
art with refpeft to fame, that fingle recom- 
mence which they jpretend to derive, or in- 
tided to feek, from their ftiidics; We ihall 
find, they do not by any means cnjdf art, 
equal proportion bf it with the forts of Ora- 
tory. . For even the beft poets fall within 
the notice of but a very fmall proportion of 
hiankind) whilft indifferent ones are univeN 
fally difregirded. foil me, Maternus, did 
ever the reputation of the mod approved 
rehearfal of the poetical kind, reach the 
cognizance even of half the town ; much 
left extend itfelf to diftant provinces ? Did 
ever arty foreigner, upon his arrival here, 
inquire after Baffus ? Or if he did, it was 
merely as he would after a pi&ure or a fta- 
tue; juft to look upon him, and pafs on; I 
would in no fort be underftobd as difcou* 
raging the purfbit of poetry* in thofe whd 
have no talents for oratory; if happily they 
can by that means amufe their leifure and 
eftablifh a juft character* t look upon eve- 
ty fpecies of Eloquence as Venerable and fa- 
cicdj and give her the prefercaccin whatever 
C c a guif* 
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guife fhe may think proper to appear, to any 
other of her fifter-arts : not only, Maternus, 
when (he exhibits herfelf in your chofen fa- 
vorite, the folemn tragedy, or lofty heroic* 
but even in the pleafant lyric, the wanton 
elegy, the fevere iambic, the witty epi- 
gram, or, in one word, in whatever other 
habit fhe is pleafed to affume. But (I re- 
peat it again) my complaint is levelled fing- 
ly againft you $ who, defigned as you are by 
nature for the mod exalted rank of elo- 
quence, choofe to defert your ftation, and 
deviate into a lower order. Had you been 
endued with the athletic vigor of Nicoftra- 
tus, and born in Greece, where arts of that 
fort are efleemed not unworthy of the moil 
refined characters; as I could not patient- 
ly have fuffered that uncommon ftrength 
of arm, formed for the nobler combat, to 
have idly fpent itfelf in throwing the javelin, 
or tofling the coit : fo I now call you forth 
from rchearfals and theatres, to the forum, 
and bufinefe, and high debate: efpecially 
: fince you cannot urge the fame plea for en- 
gaging in poetry which is now generally al- 
ledged, that it is lefs liable to give offence 
than oratory. For the ardency of your ge- 
nius 



Digitized 



by Google 



A DIALOGUE. 389 

nius has already flamed forth, and you have 
incurred the difpleafure of our fuperiors : 
not, indeed, for the fake of a friend ; That 
would have been far lefs dangerous ; but in 
fupport, truly, of Cato ! Nor can you offer 
in excufe, either the duty of your profef- 
lion, juftice to your client, or the unguard- 
ed heat of debate. You fixed, it ftiould 
feem, upon this illuftrious and popular fub- 
jedt with deliberate defign, and as a cha- 
racter that would give weight and autho- 
rity to your fentiments. You will reply (I 
am aware) " it was that very circumftance 
" which gained you fuch univerfal applaufe, 
" and rendered you the general topic of dif* 
" courfe f " Talk no more then, I befeech 
you, of fecurity and repofe, , whilft you 
thus induftrioufly raife up to yourfelf fo 
potent an adverfary. For my own part, 
at leaft, I am contented with engaging in 
queftions of a more modern and private 
nature; wherein, if in defence of a friend 
I am under a neceflity of taking liberties 
unacceptable* perhaps, to my fuperiors, the 
honeft freedom of my zeal will, Itruft, not 
only be excufed but applauded. 

After having delivered this with hh 
C c 3 ufual 



Digitized 



by Google 



3^0 OF ORATORY: 

ufual warmth and carncftnefs ; I am prepared 
(replied Ma{ernus, in a milder tone and 
with an air of pleafan(ry) to draw up a 
charge againft the orator no lefs copious 
than my friend's panegyric in their behalf. 
I fufpe&edj} indeed, he would turp out 
of his road 9 in order to attack the poets ; 
tho' I mud own at the fame time, he h*t 
fomewhat foftened the ftverity of his fe- 
tire, by certain conceffions he is pleaied ta 
make in their favor. He is willing, I per- 
ceive, to allow thofe whofe genius does 
not point to oratory, to apply thcmfelves to 
poetry. Neverthelefs, I do not fcruple to 
acknowledge^ that with fome talents, per- 
haps for the forufti, I chofe to build my 
reputation on dramatic poetry. The ftrft 
attempt I made fpr this purpofe, was by 
txpofing the dangerous power of Vatinius: a 
power which even Nero nimfelf difapproved, 
and which that ipfampus favorite abufed, 
to the profanation of the facred Mufes. 
And I am perfuaded^ if I enjoy any fhare 
of fame, it is to poetry rather than to prato- 
ly that I am indebted for the apquifitiojK It 
is my fixed purpofe, therefore, entirely to 
, Vijhfoaw piyfelf frorn the fatigue pf the 
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bar. I am by no means ambitious of that 
fplendid concourfe of clients, which Apcr 
has reprcfcntcd in fuch pompous colors, 
any more than I am of thofc fculptursd ho- 
nors which he mentioned; tho' I mud con- 
fefs, they have made their way into my fa^ 
mily, notwithftanding my inclinations to 
the contrary. Innocence is, now at leaft, 
a furer guard than eloquence;, and 1 am 
in no apprehenfion I (hall evcjf have occa- 
Con to open my lips in the ftnate, unlefs, 
perhaps, in defence of a friend. 

Woods and groves and folitude* the 
objefts of Aper's invedtivf, afford me, I 
will own to him, the mpft exquifjte fatis- 
fa&ion. Accordingly, I cfteem it one of 
the great privileges of ppetty, that it is not 
carried on in the noife and tumult of the 
world, amidft the painful importuiyty of 
anxious fuitors, and. the afFedting tears of 
diftreffed criminals. On the contrary, a 
iftind enamored of the Mufes, retires into 
• fcenes of innocent aijd rqpoft^ and enjoys 
the facred haunts of fttancc and contempla- 
tion. Here genuine Eloquence received her 
birth, and here fat fixed her facred and fe«* 
quefter^cl nranfion. 'Twas bert, in de*. 
C c 4 ccat 
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pent and becoming garb, (he recommended 
herfelf to the early notice of mortals, infpir-* 
ing the breafts of the blamelefs and the good : 
fore&rik the voice divine of oracles was heard. 
But Jhe of modern growth, offspring of lu- 
cre and contention, was born in evil days, 
and employed (asAper very juftly exprek 
fed it) inftead of a weapon : whilft happier 
times, or, in the language of the Mufes, the 
golden age, free alike from orators and from 
crimes, abounded with in fpired poets, who 
exerted their noble talents, not in defending 
the guilty, but in celebrating the good^ 
Accordingly np. chara&er was ever more 
eminently diftinguifhed, or more auguftly 
honored : firft by the gods themfelvcs, to 
whom the poets were fuppofed to fervc as 
minifters at their feafts, and meflengers of 
their high behefts; and afterwards by tha^ 
lacred offspring of the gods, the firft vene-* 
rable race of legislators. In that glorious 
lift we read the names, not of orators indeed . 
but of Orpheus, and Linus, or, if we are 
inclined to trace theilluftrious roll ftill high- 
er, evefi *of Apollo himfelf, 

But thefe, perhaps, will be treated by 
Aper ^s heroes of Romance* He cannot 

however 
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however deny, that Homer has received as 
fignal honors from pofterity, as Demo- 
fthenes ; or that the fame of Sophocles or 
Euripides is as extenfive, as that of Lyfias 
or Hypcrides ; that Cicero's merit is lefs 
univerfally confeffed than Virgil's ; or that 
not one of the compofitions of Afinius or 
Mefialla is in fo much requcft, as theMoflea 
of Ovid, or the Thyeftes of Varius. I will 
advance even farther, and venture to com- 
pare the unen vied fortune and happy felf- 
converfe of the poet, with the anxious and 
bufy life of the orator 1 notwithftanding 
the hazardous contentions of the latter, may 
ppffibly raife him even to the confular dig- 
nity. Far more d$ Arable, in my eftima- 
tion, was the calm retreat of Virgil : where 
yet he lived not unhonored by his prince, 
nor unregarded by the world. If the truth 
of either of thefe affertions ihould be quc- 
ftioned, the letters of Auguftus will witnefs 
the former ; as the latter is evident from 
the condu& of the whole Roman people, 
who, when fome vcrfes of that divine poet 
were repeated in the theatre, where he hap- 
pened to be prefent, rofe up to a man, and 
falijted him with the fame refpeft they 

would 
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would have paid to Auguftus himfelf. But 
to mention our own times: I would afk 
whether Secundus Pomponius is any thing 
inferior, either in dignity of life, or folidity 
of reputation, to Aper Domitius ? As to 
Crifpus or Marcellus, to whom Aper refers 
me for an animating example, what is there 
in their prefent exalted fortunes really dcfira- 
ble ? Is it that they pafs their whole lives either 
in being alarmed for themfelves, or in link- 
ing terror into others ) Is it that they are 
daily under ^ neceffity of courting the very 
men they hate; that holding their dignities 
by unmanly adulation, their mailers never 
think them fufficiently Haves, nor the pco*- 
ple fufficiently free ? ^knd, after all, what 
is this their fo much envied power ? No- 
thing more, in truth, than what many a 
paltry freed-man has frequently enjoyed. 
But—" Me let the lovely Mufes lead (as 
u Virgil fings) to filent groves and heavei*- 
4€ \y haunted ftrcams, remote from bufi- 
* € nefc and from care; and ftill fuperior to 
« the painful neceffity of a&ing in wrctch- 
« f ed oppofition to my better heart. Nor 
*' let me more, with anxious fteps and 
y dangerous, puirfue pale fame atnidft the 

noiCy 
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* ' noify forum ! May never clamorous fuit- 
4€ ors, nor panting frecd-men with offici- 
*• ous hade, awake my peaceful (lumbers ! 
* € Uncertain of futurity, and equally un- 
4€ concerned, ne'er may I bribe the favor 
44 of the great, by rich bequefts to avarice 
" infatiate j nor, accumulation vain ! amafs 
44 more wealth than I may transfer as in-* 
44 clination prompts, whenever (hall arrive 
€€ my life's laft fatal period: And then, 
" not in horrid guife of mournful pomp, 
" but crowned with chaplets gay, may I be 
4€ entombed; nor let a friend, with unavail- 
44 ing zeal, folicit the ufelefs tribute of poft- 
44 humous memorials !" 
Mate rn us had fcarce finiJhed thefe 

, words, which he uttered with great emo- 
tion and with an air of infpiration, when 
Meifalla entered the room : who, obfcrving 
much attention in our countenances, and 
imagining the converfation turned upon 
fomething of more than ordinary import ; 
Perhaps, faid he, you are engaged in a c on- 

Jultatioriy and, I doubt, I am guilty of an un- 
fcafonable interruption. By no means, an- 
fwered Secundus : on the contrary, I wi(h 
you had given us your company fooner; for, 

I ana 
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I am perfuaded, you would have been ex- 
tremely entertained. Our friend Aper has, 
with great eloquence, been exhorting Ma- 
ternus, to turn the whole ftrength of his 
genius and his ftudies to the bufinefs of the 
forum : while M aternus, on the other hand, 
agreeably to the character of one who was 
pleading the caufe of the Mufcs, has de- 
ieaded his favorite art with a boldnefs and 
elevation of ftyle more fuitable to a poet 
than an orator. 

It would have afforded me infinite pica- 
fure f replied MeiTalla, to have been prefent 
at a debate of this kind. And I cannot 
but exprefs my fatisfaftion, in finding the 
mod eminent orators of our times, not con- 
fining their geniufes to points relating to 
their profeffion $ but canvafiing fuch other 
topics in their converfation, as give a very 
advantageous exercife to their faculties, at 
the fame time that it furnifhes an enter- 
tainment of the moil inftrudive kind, not 
only to tkemfelves, but to thofe who have 
the privilege of being joined in their party. 
And believe me, Secundus, the world receiv- 
ed witfr much approbation your hiftory of 
J. Afiaticus, as an carneft that you intend ta 

publi£h 
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publifh more pieces of the fame nature. On 
the other fide (continued he, with an air 
of irony) it is obferved with equal fatisfac- 
tion, that Aper has not yet bidden adieu to 
the queftions of the fchools, but employs 
his leifure rather after the example of the 
'modern rhetoricians, than of the antient 
orators, 

I perceive, returned Aper, that you 
continue to treat the moderns with yout 
ufual derifion and contempt; while the an* 
tients alone are in full pofleflion of yout 
efteem. It is a maxim, indeed, I have fre- 
quently heard you advance (and, allow me 
to fay, with much injuftice to yourfelf and 
to your brother) that there is no fuch thing 
in the prefent age as an orator. This you 
are the lefs fcrupulous to maintain, as you 
imagine it cannot be imputed to a fpirit of 
envy ; fince you are willing at the fame 
time to exclude yourfelf from a character 
which every body elfe is inclined to give 
you. 

I have hitherto, replied Meflalla, found 
no reafon to change my opinion : and I am 
perfuaded, that even you yourfelf, Aper, 
(whatever you may fometimes affedl: to the 

contrary) 
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contrary) as well as my other two friend* 
here, join with me in the fame fentimehtsc 
I fliould, indeed, be glad, if any of yoti 
would difcufs this matter, and account for 
to remarkable a difparity ; which I have of* 
ten endeavored in my own thoughts. And 
ifrhat to fome appears a fatisfa&ory fblution, 
to me, 1 confefs, heightens the difficulty * 
for I find the very fame difference prevails 
among the Grecian orators; and that the 
pried Nicetes, together with others of the 
Ephefianand My telenean fchools, who hum- 
bly content themfelves with railing the ac- 
clamations of their taftelefs auditors, devi- 
ate much farther from iEfchines or DemoflU 
henes, than you, my friends, from Tully of 
Afinius. 

The queftion you have Parted, faid Se- 
cundus, is a very important one, and well 
worthy of confideration. But Who fb ca- 
pable of doing juftice to it as yourfelf ? whd* 
befides the advantages of a fine genius and 
great literature, have given, it feems, par- 
ticular attention to this enquiry. I am very 
willing, ar^pntred Meflalla, to lay before 
you my thoughts upon the fubjed, provid- 
ed you will affift me with yours as I go 

along. 
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along. I will engage for two of us, replied 
Maternus : Secundus and myfelf will fpeak 
to fuch points as you fhall, I do not fay omit> 
but, think proper to leave to us. As for Aper, 
you juft now informed us 9 it is ufual with 
him to diflcnt from you in this article: and, 
indeed, I'fee he is already preparing to op- 
pose us, and will not look with indifference 
upon this our aflbciation in fupport of the 
anticnts. 

Undoubtedly, returned Aper* I fhall 
not tamely fuffer the moderns to be con- 
demned, unheard and undefended. But 
firft let me afk> whom is it you call anti- 
enU ? What age of orators do you diftin- 
guifli by that defignation ? The word a}-, 
ways fuggefts to me a Neftor, or an Ulyf- 
fes ; men who lived above a. thoufand years 
fince: whereas you feem to apply it to De- 
mofthencs and Hyperides, who, it is agreed, 
floriflied fo late as the times of Philip and 
Alexander, and, indeed, furvived them. It 
appears from hence, that there is not much 
above four hundred years diflance between 
our age and that of Demofthejics : a por- 
tion of time, which, confidered with re* 
fpedt to human duration, appears, I ac- 

' knowjege, 
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knowledge, extremely long; but, if compl* 
red with that immenfe serea which the phi-* 
lofophers talk of, is exceedingly contracted, 
and feems almoft but of yefterday. Fer if 
it be true, what Cicero obferves in his trea- 
tife infcribed to Hortenfius, that the great 
and genuine year is that period in which 
the heavenly bodies return to the fame 
pofition, wherein they were placed when 
they firft began their refpettive orbits ; and 
this revolution contains 12,954 of our folaf 
yearsj then Demofthenes, this antient De- 
mofthenes of yours, lived in the fame year, 
or rather I might fay, in the fame month 
with ourfelves. But to mention the Roman 
orators : 1 pfefume, you will fcarcely pre- 
fer Menenlus Agrippa (who may with fome 
propriety, indeed, be called an antient) to 
the men of eloquence among the modems. 
It is Cicero then, I fuppofe, together with 
Coelius, Caefar, and Calvus, Brutus, Afi- 
nius, and Mefialla, to whom you give this 
honorable precedency : yet I am at a lofs to 
*ffign a reafon, why thefe fhould be deem- 
ed antients rather than moderns. To in- 
fiance in Cicero : he was killed, as his 
frecd-man Tiro informs us, on the 26th ef 
3 December, 



Digitized 



by Google 



A D IALO O XJ E. 401 

December, in the cohfuMhip of Hirtius and 
Panfa, in which year Auguftus and Pedius, 
fucceeded them in that dignity. Now, if 
we take fifty-fix ydars for the reign of Au- 
guftus, and add twenty-three for that of 
Tiberius, about four for that of Caius, 
fourteen a-piece for Claudius and Nero, 
one for Galba, Otho, and Vitellius, toge- 
ther with the fix that our prefent excellent* 
prince has enjoyed the empire, we {hall 
have about one hundred and twenty years 
from the death of Cicero to thefe times ; a 
period, to which it is not irapoffible that a 
man's life may extend. I remember, when 
I was in Britain, to have met with an old 
ibldier, who allured me, he had ferved in 
the army which oppofed Caefar's defcent 
upon that ifland- If we fuppofe this perfon, . 
by being taken prifoner, or by any other ■ 
means, to haye been brought to Rome, he 
might have heard Cafar and Cicero, and 

■ * From this paflage Fabricius aflerts, that this dia- 
logue was written in the 6th year 6f Vefpafiari's feign ; 
but he evidently miftakes the time in which the fecne 
of it is laid, for that in which it was compofed. It *• 
upon arguments not better founded, that the cri- 
tics have given Tacitus and Quintilian the honor of 
this elegant performance. Vidi Fabric. Bib. Lai. 
V. I. 559. 
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lik^wife any of pur contemporaries. I ap- 
peaj to yourfelves, whether at the laft pub* 
lie donative, there were not federal of the 
populace who acknowledged they had re- 
ceived the fame bounty » more than once, 
from the hands of Auguftus I it is evident, 
therefore, that thefe people might have 
been prefent at the pleadings both of Corvi- 
nus and Afinius: for Corvinus was alive in 
the middle of die reign of Auguftas, and 
Afinius towards the latter end. Surely,, 
the**, you will not fplit a century, and call 
ofic orator an antient, and another a mo- 
dern, when the very fame perfipn might be 
an auditor of both ; and thus, as it were, 
render them contemporaries. 

The conclufion I mean to draw from 
this ob&rvation is, that whatever advantages 
thefe orators might derive to their charac- 
ters, from the period of time in which they 
ftoriihed; the- fame will extend tons: and* 
indeed* with much more reafon than to S. 
Galba* or to C. Carbonius. It cannot he 
dented* that the compofitions of thefe laft* 
are very inelegant w& unpolifhed perform- 
ances; as I could wiih, that not only your, 
admired Qtlvus and Ccelius, but, I will 
venture to add too, even Cicero himfelf 
f »■ *■ ^ (for 
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(for I (hall deliver my fentimeilts with great 
freedom) had not confidered them as the 
proper models of their imitation. Suffer 
me to premife, however, as I go along, 
that eloquence changes its qualities as it 
runs through different ages. Thus, as Grac- 
chus, for inflance, is much more copious 
and florid than old Cato; foCraffus rifes in- 
to q far higher ftrain of politenefs and re- 
finement than Gracchus. Thus likewife, 
as the fpeeches of Tully are more regular, 
and marked with fuperior elegance and fub- 
limity than thofe of the two . orators laft 
mentioned; fo Corvinus is confiderably 
more fmooth and harmonious in his peri-, 
ods, as well as more corredt in hi* language,, 
than Tully. I am not confidering, which 
of them is moil eloquent : All I endeavor 
to prove at prefent is, that oratory docs not 
fhanifeft itfelf in one unvaried form, but is 
exhibited by the antients under a variety of 
different appearances. However, it is by 
no means a juft way of reafoning, to in- 
fer that one thing muft neceffarily be worfe 
than another, merely becaufe it is not the 
fame. Yet fuch is the unaccountable per- 
verfity of human nature, that whatever has 
antiquity to boaft, ft fure to be admired 1 
D d 2 as 



Digitized 



~~ 



4©4 F RAT ORY; 
as every thing novel is certainly difapproved* 
There are critics, I doubt not, to be found, 
who prefer even Appius Coccus to Catb ; as 
it is well known that Cicero had his cenfu- 
rers, who objected that his ftyle was fwd- 
ling and redundant, and by no means agree- 
able to the elegant concifenefs of Attic elo- 
quence.. You have certainly read the let- 
ters of Calvus and Brutus to Cicero. It 
appears by thofe epiftolary Colledtions, that 
Cicero confidered Calvus as a dry, unani- 
mated orator, at the fame time that he 
thought the ftyle of Brutus negligent and 
unconnedted. Thefe, in their turn, had 
their objections, it feems, to Cicero: Calvus 
condemned! his oratorical compofitions, for 
being weak and enervated; as Brutus (to 
life his own expreflion) efteemed them fee- 
He and disjointed. If I were to give my opi- 
nion, I (hould fay, that they each fpoke truth 
of one another. But I (hall examine thefe 
orators feparately hereafter : my prefent de- 
fign is only to confider them in a general' 
view. ' 

TtfE admirers of antiquity are agreed, I 
think, in extending the sera of the antients 
as far as Caffius Severus; whom they affert 
to have been the firft that ftruck out from 

. the 
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the plain and fimple manner, which till 
then prevailed. Now I affirm that he did 
fo, not from any deficiency in point of geni- 
us or learning, but from his fuperior judg- 
ment and good fenfe. He faw it was nc- 
ceffary to accommodate oratory, as I ob- 
fcrved before, to the different times and 
tafte of the audience. Our anceftors, in- , 
deed, might be contented (and it was a 
mark of their ignorance and want of polite* 
nefs that they were fo) with the immoderate 
and tedious length of fpeeches, which wafc 
in vogue in thofe ages ; as, in truth, to be 
able to harangue for a whole day together 
was itfelf looked upon, at that illiterate pe- 
riod, as a talent worthy of the highcft admi- 
ration. The immeasurable introduction, the 
circumftantial detail, the endlefs divifion 
and fubdivifion, the formal argument drawn 
out into a dull variety of logical dedu&ions, 
together with a thoufand other impertinent 
cies of the fame taftelefs ftamp, which you 
may find laid down among the precepts of 
thofe driefl of all writers, Hermagoras and 
Apollodorus, were then held in fupreme 
honor. A n d> to complete all, if the orator 
had juft dipped into philofophy, and could 
fprinkle his harangue with fome of the moft 
D d 3 trite 
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trite maxims of that fcience, they thutw 
dercd out* his applaufes to the ikies. For 
thefe were new and uncommon topics to 
them i ?s indeed very few of Che orators 
thsmfelves had the leaft acquaintance with 
the writings either pf the philofophers or 
the rhetoricians. But in w menre enlight^ 
ened age, where even the lowest ; part of 
an audience have at }eaft fome, gene- 
ral notion of literature, Eloquence is. conV 
(irained to find out new and more florid 
paths. Sheis obliged to avoid every thing that 
may fatigue pr qffen4 the t»rs of fcr audi- 
ence; efpecially as flxe muft now appear be- 
fore judges, who decide, not by law, but by 
authority j who prefcribe what limits they 
think proper to the orator's fpeech; nor 
calmly wait till he is pleafed to come to the 
point, but call upon him to return, and 
openly teftify their impatience whenever he 
feems difpofed to wander from the queftion. 
Who, I befcech you, would in our days 
endure an orator, who (hould open his ha- 
rangue with a tedious apology for the w;eak- 
nefs of his conftitution ? Yet almoft every 
oration of Corvinus fets out in that manner. 
Would any man now have patience to hear 
out the five long books againft Verres ? or 
3 x thofe 
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thofc emHefs tola Ate of pkaidiftg in fator 
«f *Tolly r or Cceciaa? the Vivacity of oar 
made* it judge* even £rev# te th* fpeakei' ; 
and they are apt to conceive fome fort of pr'fc- 
judicd agaiftft all he utters, tmfefc he his 
the addrefs to bribe their attentioft by ffre 
ftrength and fpirit of his arguments, the 
livelinefs of his fefttiments, or the elegance 
•and brilliancy of his defcriptioris. The very 
populace have fome notion of the beauty <Jf 
language, and would no more relifh the 
uncouthnefe of antiquity in a modern ora- 
tor, than they would the gefture of old 
Rofcius or Atobivious in a modern aftof. 
Our young ftudents too, who are forming 
themfelves to eloquence, aftd for that pur- 
pofe attend the courts of judicature, expert 
not merely to bear, but to carry home fome- 
thing worthy of remembrance ; aftd it is 
ufual with them, not only to canvafs among 
themfelves, but to tranfmk to their refpec- 
tive provinces, whatever ingenious thought 
or poetical ornament the orator has happily 
employed. For even the embellifhments 
of poetry are now required ; and thofe too, 
not copied from the heavy and antiquated 
manner of Attius or Pacuvius, but formed 
in the lively and elegant fpirit of Horace, 
D d 4 Virgil, 
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Virgil! and Luc an. Agreeably, therefore, 
to the fupcrior tafte and judgment of the 
prefent age, our orators appear with a more 
poliihcd and graceful afpeft. And moft 
certainly it cannot be thought that their 
fpeeches are the left efficacious, becaufe 
they foothe the ears of the audience with 
the pleafipg modulation of harmonious pe- 
riods. Has Eloquence loft her power, be* 
Caufe {he has improved her charms ? Are 
our temples lefs durable than thofe of old, 
becaufe they are not formed of rude mate- 
rials, but ihine out in all the polifb and 
fplendpr of the moft coftly ornaments ? 

To confefs the plain truth, the effeft 
which many of the antients have upon me* 
is to difpofe me either to laugh or fleeg. 
Not to mention the more ordinary race of 
prators, fuch as Canutius, Arrius, or Fan*- 
nius, with fotne others of the fame dry and 
unaffedting qaft; even Calvus himfelf fcarce 
pleafes me in more than one or two flhort 
orations : tho* he has left behind him, if 
I miftakc not, no lefs than one apd twenty 
volumes. And the world in general feems 
to join with me in the fame opinion of them : 
for how few are the readers of his invec- 
tives againft Ficinius, or Drufus ? Whereas 

thofe 
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thofe againft Vatinius are in every body's 
bands; particularly the fecond, which h 
indeed, both in fentiment and language, a 
well-written piece. It is evident therefore, 
that he had an idea of juft compolition, and 
rather wanted genius than inclination, to 
reach a more graceful and elevated man- 
ner. As to the orations of Ccelius, though 
they are by no means valuable upon the 
whole, yet they have their merit, fo far 
as they approach to the exalted elegance of 
the prefent times. Whenever, indeed, his 
compolition is carelefs and unconnected, his 
expreffion low, and his fentiments grofs; it 
is then he is truly an antient : and I will ven- 
ture to affirm there is no onp fo fond of 
antiquity, as to admire him in that part of 
his charadter. We may allow Caefar, on 
account of the great affairs in which he was 
engaged, as we may Brutus, in confidera- 
tion of his philofophy, to be lefs eloquent 
than might otherwife be expe&ed of fudi 
fuperior geniufes. The truth is, even their 
warmeft admirers acknowledge, that as 
orators they by no means (hine with the 
fame luftre, which diftinguifhed every 
other part of their reputation. Caefar's 
fpeech in favor of Decius, and that. of Bru- 
tus 



Digitized 



by Google 



4io OF ORATORY: 

tus in behalf of king Dejotarus, with fome 
others of the fame coldnefs and languor, 
have fcarcely, I imagine, mft with any 
readers; unlcfs, perhaps, among fuch who 
can relifh their verfes. For verfes, we 
know, they writ, (and published too) I wiU 
not fay with more fpirit, but undoubtedly 
with more fuccefs, than Cicero, becaufe 
they had the good fortune to fall into much 
^fewer hands. Afinius, one .would gue£s 
by his air and manner, to have been con- 
temporary with Menenius, and Appius ; 
tho' in fa<a he lived much nearer to our 
times. It is vifibie he was a clofe imitator 
of Attius and Pacuvius, not only in his 
tragedies, but alfo in his orations ; fb re- 
markably dry and unpplifhed are all his 
compofitions ! But the beauty of eloquence, 
like that of the human form, con£fts in 
the fmoothnefs, ftrength, and color of its 
ieveral parts. Cor via us I am inclined to 
fpare; tho' it was his own fault that he did 
not equal the elegant refinements of modern 
compofitions ; as it muft be acknowledged 
his genius was abundantly fufficient for that 
purpofe. 

The next I fhall take notice of, is Ci- 
cero ; who had the fame conteft with thofe 

of 
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of his own times, as mine, my friends, 
with you. They* it feems, were favorers 
of the antients; whilft He preferred the 
eloquence of his contemporaries ; and, in 
truth, he excels the orators of his own ajgji 
in nothing more remarkably, than in the 
fblidity of his judgment. He was the firft 
who fet a polifli upon oratory; who feemed 
to have any notion of delicacy of expre£- 
fion, and the art of compofition. Accord- 
ingly he attempted a more florid fliyle: as 
he now and then breaks out into fome Iivc<r 
ly flaflies of wit : particularly in his later 
performances., when much practice and ex- 
perience (thofe bfeft and fureft guides) had 
taught him a more improved manner. But 
his earlier compofitions are not without the 
blemiftes of antiquity. He is tedious in 
his exordiums, too circumftantial in his 
narrations, and carelefs in retrenching lux- 
uriance's. He feems not eafily affe&ed, and 
is but rarely fired; as his periods arefeldom . 
either properly rounded, or happily point- 
ed : he ha9 nothing, in fine, you would 
wifli to make your own. His fp.ee.ches, 
like r< rude edifice,, have ftrength, indeed, 
sand permanency; but are deftitute of that 
evince and fplendor which are necqflary 
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to render them perfectly agreeable. The 
orator, however, in his compofitions, as the 
man of wealth in his buildings, fhould con - 
iider ornament as well as ufe : his ftrufture 
Jhould be, not only fubftantial, but ftrik- 
ing ; and his furniture not merely convent* 
cnt, but rich, and fuch as will bear a clofc 
and frequent infpedion; whilft every thing 
that has 4* mean and aukward appearance 
ought to be totally banifhed. Let our ora- 
tor then rejedt every expreflion that is ob- 
folete and grown rufty, as it were, by 
age s let him be careful not to weaken the 
force of his fentiments by a heavy and in- 
artificial combination of words, like our 
dull compilers of annals; let them avoid all 
low and infipid raillery : in a word let him 
vary the ftru&ure of his periods, nor end 
every fentence with the fame uniform clofe, 
I will not expofe the meannefs of Cw 
cero's conceits, nor his affe&ation of con- 
cluding almoft every other period with, as 
itjhouldfeem, inftead of pointing them with 
fome lively and fpirited turn. I mention 
even thefe with relu&ance, and pafs over 
many others of the fame injudicious caft. It 
is,, however, Clittlc affectations of this kind, 
that they who are plcafed to ftyle them- 

felves 
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felves antient orators f feeih alone to admire 
and imitate in him. I fhaall content myfelf 
with defcribing their characters, without 
mentioniog their names: but you are fenfi- 

, blc, there are certain pretenders to tafte who 
prefer Lucilius to Horace, and Lucretius to 
Virgil t who hold the eloquence of your 
favorite Baflus or Nonianus in the utmoft 
contempt when compared with that of 
Sifenna or Varro: in a word, who defpife 
the productions of our modern rhetoricians, 
yet arc in raptures with thofe of Calvus. 
Thcfe curious orators prate in the courts of 
judicature after the manner of the antient s % 
(as they call it) till they are deferted by the 
whole audience, and are fcarce fupportable 
even to their very clients. The truth of it 
is, that foundnefs of eloquence which they 
fo much boaft, is but an evidence of the na- 
tural weaknefs of their genius, as it is the 
effed alone of tame and cautious art. No 

' phyfician would pf onounce a man to enjoy 
a*proper conftitutidn; whofe health proceed- 
ed entirely from a ftudied and abftemious 
regimen. To be only not indifpofed, is 
but.afmall acquifition; it is fpirits, vivaci- 
ty, and vigor that I require 1 whatever 
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comes fliort of this, is but one remove from 
imbecility. 

Be it then (as with great cafe it ma/, 
and in fad is) the glorious diftin&ion of you, 
my iUuftrious friends, to ennoble our age' 
with the moll refined eloquence* It is with 
infinite fetisfa&ion, Meffalla, I obferve, that 
you fingle out the mod florid among the 
antients for your model. And you, my 
other two ingenious friends*, fo happiij 
unite ftrength of fentiment with beauty of 
exprefllon ; fuch a pregnancy of imagina- 
tion, fuch a fymmetry of ordonnance difKn- 
gui/h your ipeeches; fo copious or fo con- 
cife is your elocution, as different occafions 
require ; fuch an inimitable gracefulnefs of 
flyle, and fuch an eafy flow of wit adorn 
and dignify your compofitions ; in a word, 
fo abfolutely you command the paflions of 
your audience, and fo happily temper your 
own, that, however the envy and maligni- 
ty of the prcfent age may withold that ap- 
plaufe which is fo juftly your due; pofte- 
rity, you may rely upon it, will fpeak of 
you in the advantageous terms which you 
well defcrve. 

# Maternus and Secundus. 

When 
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When Aper had thus finifhed : It muft 
be owned, faid Maternus, our friend has 
Ipoken with 'much force and fpirit. What, 
a torrent of. learning and eloquence has he 
poured forth in defence of the moderns ! and 
how completely vanquifhed the antients 
with thofe very weapons, which he borrow- 
ed from them! However, (continued he, 
applying himfelf , to MeiTalla) you muft 
not recede from your engagement. Not 
that we expert you fhoujd enter into a de- 
fence of the antients, or fuppofe (however 
Aper is pleafed to compliment) that any of 
us can ftand in competition with them. 
Aper himfelf does not fincerely think fo, I 
dare fay; but takes the oppofite fide in the 
debate, merely in imitation of the celebra- 
ted manner of antiquity. We do not defire 
ybu, therefore, to entertain us with a pane- 
gyric upon the antients : their well-efta- 
blifhed reputation places them far above the 
want of our encomiums. But what we 
requeft of you is, to account for our havings 
fo widely departed from that noble fpecies . 
of eloquence which they difplayed : efpe- * 
dally fince we are not, according to Aper's t 
calculation, more than a hundred and twen- 
ty years diftant from Cicero. 

I SHALL 
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I shall endeavor, returned Meflalla, 
to purfue the plan you have laid down to 
me* — I (hall not enter into the queftion 
with Aper, (tho' indeed he is the firft that 
ever made it one) whether thofc who flo- 
rifhed abovq a century before us, can pro*- 
perly be (tyled antients. I am not difpofed 
to contend about words: let them be called 
antients, or anceflors, or whatever other 
name he pleafes, fo it be allowed that their 
oratory was fuperior to ours. I admit too, 
what he juft now advanced, that there are 
various kinds of eloquence difcernible in 
the fame period ; much more in different 
ages. But as among the Attic orators, De- 
mofthenes is placed in the firft rank, then 
.^Efchines, Hyperides next, and after him 
Lyfias and Lycurgus ; an aera, which on 
all hands is agreed to have been the prime 
feafon of oratory : fo amongft us, Cicero 
is by univerfal confent preferred to all his 
contemporaries; as after him, Calvus, Afi- 
nius, C«far, Ccelius, and Brutus, are juft- 
ly acknowledged to have excelled all our 
preceding or fubfequent orators. Nor is it 
of any importance to the prefent argument, 
that they differ in manner, fince they agree 
in kind. The competitions of Calvus, it is 

confefled, 
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ponfefled, arc diftinguifhcd by their re* 
piarkablc copcifepefs j as (thofe of Aftniui 
pre by the harmpnious flow pf Jiifr language. 
Brilliancy of feptimept is Caefar's ch^ra&er- 
jftic ; y poignancy pf wit is thai: of Cpe T 
Jius, Solidity recommends the fpepeftes of 
Brutus; while copioufnefs, ftrength, ap4 
Vehemence #re the predominant qjialitie* 
}n Cicero, Each of them, hpwevef, dif T 
plays an .equal <pundnefs of eloquence ; an4 
one may cafijy difcover 3. general refem- 
J>lanc$ aftcj kindred l&enefs run thro* their 
fevera} works, iho* diverfifie^ indeed ac- 
ceding to their refpe#iye genjjjfej. Tha$ 
they mutually dstr*fl£(i from each pther, 
(as it miuft fee owned thepe are Come remains 
Jng trapes of -malice in their letters) is not 
}o bg imputed to them as orators, but a* 
men. £alvu$, Afinius, and even Cicero 
Jiimfelf, wej$ liable, po doubt, tp be ipfc&cd 
with jealoufy, »s well ,as wi$ other human 
frailties and imper£e<ftion$. Brutqs, how T 
fver, I will fipgly except from Jill imputa? 
jtions of malignity, being well per/uaded he 
fpofce the fincere and impartial fentjujifints 
of his heart : for cap it l?e fuppofed that JIr 
fliould envy Cicero, who does not feem to 
hjaty? epvfcd even Caefar himfelf ? As p Gal- 
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ba, Laelius, and fome others of the ancients, 
whom Aper has thought proper to condemn ; 
I am willing to admit t^at they have fomc 
defe&s, which muft be afcribed to a grow- 
ing and yet v immature eloquence. 

After all, if we muft. relinquifh the 
nobler kind of oratory, and adopt fome 
lower fpecies, I fhould certainly, prefer the 
impetuofity of Gracchus, or theincorre&nefs 
of Craflus, to the ftudied foppery of Msece- 
nas, or the childiih jingle. of Gallip : £o 
much ratter would I fee eloquence cloath- 
ed in the moft rude and negligent garb, 
than decked out with the falfe colours of af- 
fected ornament ! There is fomething in our 
prefent manner of elocution, which is fa 
far from being oratorical, that it is not even 
manly : and one would imagine our modern 
pleaders, by the levity of their wit, the af- 
fe&ed fmoothnefs of their periods, and licen-* 
tioufnefs pf their ftyle, had a view to the 
ftage in all their coinpofitions. According- 
ly, fome of them are not alhamed to boaft 
(which one can fcarce even mention with- 
out a blufh) that their fpeeches are adapted 
to the foft modulation of ftage-mufic. It 
is this depravity of tafte which has givea 
rile to the very indecent and prepofterous, 

tho* 
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\W very frequent exprefiion, that fuch an 
orator foeaks /moot hiy, and fuch a dancer 
moves eloquently. I am willing to admit there- 
ibre, thatCaflius Severus, (the fitigle modem 
whom A per has thought proppr to nam£) 
when compared to thefe his degenerate 
fucceflbrs, may juftly be deemed- an orator* 
thpS it is certain, in the greater part of hi$ 
compofitions there appears far more ftrength 
than fpirit. He was the firft who neglect- 
ed chaftity of flyle, and propriety of me* 
thoil. Inexpert in the ufe of thofe very 
weapons with whic^i he engages, lie eve* 
lays himfelf open to a thruft/by always en* 
deavouring to attack ; and one may much 
<more properly fay of him, that he pufhes at 
random, than that he comports himfelf acr 
cordiftg to the juft rules of regular combat. 
Neverthelefs, he is greatly fupefior,. as I 
obferved before, in the variety of his learn- 
ing, the agreeablenefs of his wit, and the 
ftrength of his genius to thofe who fucceed- 
ed him: not one, of whom, however, 
has Aper ventured to bring into the field, t 
imagined, that after having depofed Afini- 
us, and Coelius, and Calvus, he would have 
fubftituted another fet of orators in their 
place, and that he had numbers to produce 
E e 2 in 
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io oppofition to Cicero, to Caefar, and the 
reft whom he rcjcfled ; or at leaft, one ri- 
val to each of them. On the contrary, he 
has diftinftly and feparately cenfured all the 
antients, whilft he has ventured to com- 
mend the moderns in general only. H« 
thought, perhaps, if he fingled out fome, 
be fliould draw upon himfelf the relent** 
ment of all the reft : for every declaimer 
among them modeftly ranks himfelf, in 
his own fond opinion, before Cicero, thcr 
indeed after Gabinianus. But what Aper 
was not hardy enough to undertake, I will 
be bold to execute for him $ and draw out 
his oratorical heroes in full view, that it 
may appear by what degrees the fpirit and 
vigor of ancient eloquence was impaired 
and broken. 

Let me rather intreat you (faid Mater- 
nus, interrupting him) to enter, without any 
farther preface, upon the difficulty you firft 
undertook to clear. That we are inferior 
to the antients in point of eloquence, I by 
no means want to have proved ; being en» 
tirely of that opinion : but my prefent in- 
quiry is, how to account for our (inking fa 
far below them ? A queftion, ;t feems* you 
have examined, and which I am perfuad* 
4 c4 
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td you would difcufs with much calmnefs, 
if Aper's unmerciful attack upon your favo- 
rite orators, had not a little difcompofed you. 
I am nothing offended, returned Meffalla, 
with the fentiments which Aper has ad- 
vanced: neither ought you, my friends: 
remembering always that it is an eftablifhed 
law in debates of this kind, that every man 
chay with entire fecurity difclofe his opi- 
nion. Proceed then, I befeech you, re- 
plied Matcrnus, to the examination of this 
point concerning the ancients, with a free- 
dom equal to theirs : from which I fufpetft, 
ajis! we have more widely degenerated 
than even from their eloquence. 

The caufe (faid Meffalla, refuming his 
difcourfe) does not lie very remote; and, 
*ho* you are pleafed to call upon me to affign 
it, is well known, I doubt not, both to you 
and to the reft of this company^ For is it 
not obvious that eloquence, together with 
the reft of the politer arts* has follen from 
her ancient glory, not for want of admirers, 
but through the diflblutenefc of our youth, 
the negligence of parents, the ignorance of 
preceptors, and the univerfal difregard of 
ancient manners ? evils, which derived their 
feurce from Rome, and thence (pread them- 
E f 3 fclvcs 
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felves through Italy, and over all the pro^ 
vinces : fho" the mifchief, indeed, is moft 
obfervable within our own walls. I fhall 
take notice, therefore, of thofe vices to 
which the youth of this city are more pecu- 
liarly expofed; which rife upon them in 
number as they increafe in years. But be- 
fore I enter farther into this fubjeft, let me 
premife an obfervation or two concerning 
the judicious method of difcipline prac- 
tifed by our anceftors, in training up theic 
children. 

In the firft place then, the virtuous ma- 
trons of thofe wifer ages, did not abandon 
tfoir infants to the mean hovels of merce- 
nary nuffes, but tenderly reared them up at 
their own breaftsj efteeming the careful re- 
^ulatipn of their children and domeftic con- 
cerns $s the higheft points of female merit. 
It was fuftomary wi^h them likewife to 
choofe out fpme elderly female relation, of 
approved ^ondudt, with whom the family 
in general eptrjpfte^ the cart of their refpec- 
tive children^ purine their infant years. 
This venerable perfon ftri&ly regulated, not 
only their more ferious purfuits^ but even 
their very amufements; retraining them^ 
by h^r refpe&ed prefence, from faying or 
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lifting any thing contrary to decency and 
good manners. In this manner we are 
informed, Cornelia the mother of the two 
Gracchi, as alfo Aurelia and Attia, to whom 
Julius and Auguftus Caefar owed their re- 
fpe&ive births, undertook this offiqe of fa- 
mily education, and trained up thofe feve- 
ral noble youths to whom they were related. 
This method of difcipline was attended 
with one very lingular and vantage : the 
minds of young men were conduced found 
and untainted to the ftudy of the noble arts. 
Accordingly, whatever profeffion they de- 
termined upon, whether that of arms, elo- 
quence, or law, they entirely devoted them- 
felves co that fingle purfuit, and with un- 
diflipated application, pofleffed the whole 
compafs of their chofen fcience. 

But in the prefent age, the little 1>oy is* 
delegated to the care of fome paltry Greek 
chamber-maid, in conjunction with two or 
three other fervants (and 6ven thofe gene-* 
rally of the worft kind) who are abfolutely: 
unfit for every rational a,ncj ferious office. 
From the idle tales ^ad grofs absurdities of 
thefe worthlefs people, the tender and un- 
inftriidted mind is fuffered to receive its ear- 
Ueft impreffions. \t cannpt, indeed, be 
E? 4 fuppofed 
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foppofed* that any caution flxmld be ofe-* 
ferved among the domeftics ; finee the pa* 
rents themfclves ark fo far from training 
their young faniilies to virtufc and modeftj^ 
that they fet them the firft examples of lux- 
ury and licfcntioufhefs. Thiis our youth 
gradually acquire a confirmed habit of im* 
pudence, and a total difregard tof that re- 
verence they owe both to themfeltres and td 
Others. To fay trtttb* it feems as if a fond- 
nefs for hbrfcsj a&brs, and gladiators, th* 
peculiar and diftinguifhing folly of this ouf 
city, WaS impreffed upon them even in the 
' toorhb i atod when once a paffion of this 
Contemptible fort has feiacd and engaged 
the blind* what opening is there left for 
the liberal arts f 

All converfatioh in general Is infeded 
with tbpics of this kind ; as they are the 
tonftaht fubjeft* of difcoutfe* hot only 
amongft bur youth in their academies, but 
(even of their tutors themfclves. For it is 
hot by eftdblifliing aftridt difcipline, or by 
giving proofs of their genius, that this or- 
tier of men gain pupils : it is by the mean- 
sft compliances and the moft fcrvile flattery. 
Not to mention how ill inftru&ed our youth 
arc in tftp very elements of literature 5 fuffi* 
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fciclit pains are by no means taken in bringing 
them acquainted with the beft authors, or 
in giving them a proper notion of hiftory* 
together with a knowledge of men and 
things. The whole that feems to be con- 

fidered in their education is> to find out a 

1 

perfon for then! called a Rhetorician. t 
fhall take becafion immediately, to give you 
fbm* account of the rife and progrefs of this 
profeffion ih Rome $ and fhew you with 
what contempt it wafc received by our an- 
ceftors. tiut it ^yill be neeeflary to lay be- 
fore yoll a previous view of that fcheme of 
difcipline, which the ancient orators pra&if- 
led ; of whofe amaeihg induftry and un- 
wearied application to every branch of the 
polite arts* we meet with many remarkable 
accounts in their own writings. 

I need not inform you, that Cicero, in 
the latter end of his treatife entitled Brutus* 
(thfc former part of which is employed in 
commemorating the ancient orators) gives 
a Ikctch of the feveral progreffive fteps by 
Which ht formed his eloquence. He there 
acquaints us, that he ftudicd the civil law 
Uiidcr Q^Mucius; that he was inftruftcd 
in the leveral branches of philofophy by 
Phil© the Academic* andDiodorus the Stoic; 
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that not fatisfied with attending the ledturcs 
of thofe* eminent mailers, of which there 
were at that time great numbers in Rome, 
he made a voyage into Greece in Afia, in 
order to enlarge his knowledge, and em- 
brace the whole circle of fciences. Accord- 
ingly he appears by his writings, to have 
been mafter of logic, ethics, aftronomy; 
and natural pbilofophy, befides being- well 
verfed in geometry, mafic, grammar, and/ 
in fhort, in every one of the fine arts. For 
thus it is, my worthy friends, from deep 
learning and the united confluence of thtj 
arts and fciences, the refiftlefs torrent of 
that arpazing eloquence derived itsftrength 
and rapidity „ 

The faculties of the orator are not exer- 
cifed, indeed, as in other fciences, within 
pertain precife and determinate limits ; on 
the contrary, eloquence is the moft com- 
prehenlive of the whole circle of arts. Thus 
He alone can juftly be deemed an orator, 
who knows how to employ, the moft per- 
fuafive arguments upon every queftion t 
who can exprefs himfelf fuita«bly to the dig- 
nity of his fubjeft, with all the- powers 
of grace and harmony ; in a word, who 
can penetrate into every nunute;cixcumi 
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ftance, and manage the whple train of in- 
cidents to the greateft advantage of his caufe. 
Such, at leaft, was the high idea, which the 
. ancients formed of this illuftrious chara&er, 
In order, however, to attain this eminent 
qualification, they did not think it neceffery 
to declaim in the fchools, $nd idly wafte 
(heir breath upon feigned or frivolous con- 
trovcrfies. . Jt was their wifer method, to 
apply themfelves to the fludy of fuch ufe-* 
ful arts as concern life and manners, as 
treat of moral good and evil, of juftice ancj 
injuftice, of the decent and the unbecoming 
jin actions. Arid, indeed, it is upon points 
of this nature that the bufinefs of the orator 
principally turns. For example, in the ju- 
diciary kind it relates to matters of equity; 
as in the deliberate , it is employed in de- 
termining th? fit and the expedient : ftill 
however thefe two branches are not fo ab- 
folutely diftindt, bvi,t that they are frequent- 
ly blended with each other* Now it is im- 
poflible, when queftions of this kind fall 
under, the confideration of an orator,, to 
enlarge. upqn them in all the elegant and 
enlivening fpirit of an efiicacious eloquence, 
ynlefs h$4s perfectly well acquainted with 
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human nature % unlcfs he undcrflands thi 
power and extent of moral duties, and can 
diftinguiih thofe actions which do not par* 
take either of vice or virtue. 

From the fame fource, likewise, he 
muft derive his influence over the pacffions. 
For if he is {killed, for inftance* in the na* 
ture of indignation, he will tie Co much the 
more capable of foothiqg or inflaming tho 
breafts of his judges : if he knows wherein 
compaffion confift6, and by what workings 
of the heart it is moved, he will the more 
eafily raife that tender affeftion of the fouh 
An orator trained up in this di&ipline, and 
pradifed in thefe arts, will have full com* 
mand over the breafts of his audience, hi 
whatever difpofition it may be his chance 
to find them : and thus furnifhed With all 
the numberlefs powers of pcrfuafion* will 
judicioufly vary and accommodate his elo*. 
quence, as particular circumftancts and con* 
junctures (hall require. There are fomc, 
*re find, who are raoft ilruck with that man* 
ner of elocution, where the arguments are 
drawn up in a fliort and clofe ftyle : upon 
fuch an occafion the orator will experience 
the great advantage of being convcrfant in 
logic. Others, on the contrary, admire 
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flowing and diffufivc periods where the 
jUuftrations are borrowed from the ordinary 
and familiar images of common obferva* 
tfon ; here the Peripatetic writers will giv$ 
him fome a&ftance | as indeed they will, 
in genera], fupply him with many ufefu} 
hints in all the different methods of popu-* 
Jar addref$. The Academics will infpirq 
him with a becoming warmth ; Plato with 
fublimity of fentimeqts, and Xcnophoa 
with an eafy and elegant di&ipn. Even the 
exclamatory manner of Epicurus, or Me* 
tredqrus, may be found, in fome cirgum-t 
fiances, not altogether unfervipeable. In 3 
word, what the Stoics pretend of their wife 
man, ought to be verified in our orator 1 
and he (hould actually poifefs all human 
knowledge. Accordingly, the ancients who 
applied themfejves to eloquence, not only 
ftudied the civil laws, but alio grammar, 
poetry, mufic, and geometry, Indeed, 
there are few caufes (perhaps I might juftly 
fay there are none) wherein a (kill in the 
firft is not absolutely neceffary; as then} 
are many in which an acquaintance with 
the laft-mentioned fciences are highly re-s 
^uifite* 
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If it ihould be objedted, that u eld* 
** quence is the fingle fcience requifite for 
** the orator; as«an,occafional recourfe to 
** the others will be Sufficient for. all his 
<c purpofes :" Iahfwer; in the firft place* 
there will always be; a remarkable; difference 
in the manner of -applying what We take up* 
as it were, upon loan, and what, we pro-* 
perly poflefs > ib that it will ever be mani- 
feft:, whether the orator is indebted to others 
for what he produces, or derives it from his 
own unbprrowed fund. And in the next 
place, the fciences throw an inexpreflible 
grace over our compofitions, even where 
they are not immediately concerned j as 
their effe&s are difcernible where we leaft 
expedt'to find them. * This powerful charm 
is not only diftinguifhed by the learned and 
the judicious, but ftrikes even the moft 
common and popular clafs of auditors ; in- 
fomuch thg.t one may frequently hear them 
applauding a fpeaker of this improved kiody 
as a man of genuine erudition ; as enrich- 
ed with the whole treafures of eloquence } 
and, in one word, recognife . the com- 
plete orator. But I will take the liberty to 
affirm, that no man ever did, nor indeed 
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*ver Cany maintain that exalted character, 
unlefs he enters the forum fupported by the 
full .ftrength of the united arts. Accom- 
plifhme&ts, however* of this fort are now 
fo totally negledted, that the pleadings of 
our orators are debafed by the loweft exprcf- 
fions ; as .a general ignorance both of the 
Jawp of our. country and the adts of the fe- 
natej is v'iiible throughout their performs 
ances.. All knowledge of the rights and 
cuftoms of Rome is profeffedly ridiculed, 
and fd>ik>fophy feems at prefent to be confi- 
dered as Something that ought to be fliun- 
ned.and dreaded* Thus Eloquence,. like a 
dethroned potentate, is* banilhed her right- 
ful dominions, and confined to barren points 
mid low conceit: and flie who was once 
miftrefs of the whole circle of fciences, and 
charmed every beholder with the goodly 
appearance of her glorious train, is now 
/tripped of all her attendants (I had almoft 
faid of all her genius) and feems as one, of 
jthe meaneft of the mechanic, arts,. This 
therefore ■ I confider as the. firft and the 
principal. reafon, of our having fo greatly 
declined from the fpirit of the ancients. 
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If I were called upon to fupport my opi* 
Dion by authorities, plight 1 pot jpftly name, 
wnong the Grecians Dempfthenes? who # 
ire arc informed, conftantly attended the 
ledtires of Plato ; as atnpng our own coutw 
$rymen f Cicero bipifcjf aflures us, (and 
in thefe very wore)?, if I rightly remem- 
ber) that he owed whatever advances hf 
had mad? in eloquence, npt to the rhctofit 
piaps, but to the Academic pjiilofppher*. 

Other and very cpnfiderable reafimi 
might be produced, for the decay of $Io~ 
<pi£pce, But } leave them, my friends* a* 
it is proper I ftpuld, to be mentjpne4 by 
you i having performed jiiy fh^r? ip fh$ 
examination of this qucftiop ; an4 with 4 
freedom, which wjll givp, I imagine, as 
ufyal, much offence. I am fure, at leaft, 
if certain of pur contemporaries were to be 
informed of what I have here piaintaincd, 
I fhould be tPW> that in laying it down as 
It maxim* that $ knowledge both of law 
and philofophy are eflential qualification! 
in an orator, J have bepn fondly purging % 
phantom of my own imagination. 

I am fo far from thinking, replied M«+ 
Jcrpus, yoy have completed the part yo» 
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undertook/ that I fhould rather imagine you 
had only givfen us the firft general fketch 
of yotir<ie£gft. You have marteed ottt to 
us, indeed, thofe fciences wherein the an- 
tient orttorswereinftru&ed* and have pla- 
ced in ftrong contraft their fuccefsful indu- 
stry, with out unperforming ignorance. But 
ihmething farther ftill remains : and as you 
have (hewn us the fuperior acquirements 
of the orators in thofe more improved ages 
of eloquence, as well as the remarkable de- 
ficiency of thofe in our own times ; I fhould 
be glad you would proceed to acquaint us 
with the particular exercifes by which the 
youth of thofe earlier days were wont to 
ftrengthen and improve their geniufes. For 
I dare fay you will not deny, that oratory 
is acquired by practice far better than by 
precept: and our other two friends here 
feem witting, I perceive, to admit it. 

To which, when Aper and Secundus had 
fignified their affent, Meffalla, refuming his 
difcourfe, continued as follows : 

Having then, as it fhould feem, dif- 

] crlofed to your fatisfaftion the feeds and firft 

principles of antient eloquence, by fpecify- 

ing the fever^l kinds of arts to which the 
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antient orators were trained j I ftudil now 
fay before you the method they purfued, 
la order to gain a facility in. the exertion of 
eloquence. This indeed I have in fomc 
meafure anticipated, by mentioning the pre* 
pxratory arts, to which they applied them- 
felves: for it is impoffible to mqke any 
progrefs in a coippafs fo various and fo ab~ 
ftrufc, unlefs we not only ftrengthen our 
knowledge by reflexion, but improve a get 
neral aptitude by frequent exercife* Thus 
it appears, that the fame fteps muft be pur- 
fued in exerting, our oratory, as in attaining 
it. But if this truth fliould not be univer- 
fally admitted; if any fhould think, th^C 
eloquence may be pofleffed without paying 
previous court to her attendant fcienccsj 
mod certainly, at leaft it will not be dcni~ 
cd, that a mind duly impregnated with the 
polite arts, will enter with fo much the 
more advantage upon thofc exereifes pecu- 
liar to the oratorical circus. 

Accordingly, our anceftors, when 
they defigned a young tnan for the profef- 
fion of eloquence, having previously taken 
due care of his domeftic education, and 
feafoned his mind with ufeful knowledge, 
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iog hif^wprfQn all^cwfiOTiS, whc£hfir,fee jap- 
pedrqd ia t^e : jjiifelic aiS^mblics io£ the tped* 
pic* or in the courts ,nxf civil judicature* 
tTJiusrihit ls^nned,, i£ Itnay ufe thi /tap*<& 
fiott, tile Arts of oratorical conflSft :ia the ye-* 
ry field of battled ^k* 4dvadt«gd -width 
fk*#J^fttffflthfe mtthbd, Wei^iN>ntidWJibk4 
it animated fhfe oourigfe and quick&itid ttrti 
judgment of youth, thus to fetfeiva their 
Inftrttdtiferfs in the eye of the wbi&*"atid in 
the midft'of affairs- tihtre h&fmtiZ6iib& 
advance an abfurd or a ^veak Argument 
Without being rejedted by the bench, expotf* 
ed by his adverfary/ and delpMcrfl by th4 
Whole audience* By ffhis method? 'they im-* 
bibed : the pure arid uncorfupted ftreams 
of gerttfine eloquence. But tho* they thief- 
ly attached themfelves to one particular 
orator, they heard Kkewife all the reft of 
their contemporary pleaders, in many of 
their refpe&ive debates. Hence alfo they 
had an opportunity of acquainting them- 
felves with the various fantiments of the 
people, and of bbferving what pleafed 
F f 2 or 
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or dUguftcd them moll: in (he fofef&i ora* 
tor? of the forutri. By this means they 
were fopplicd with an inftru&or of the bfeft 
and moft improving kind, exhibiting, not 
the feigned fetriblance of Eloquence, but 
her real arid lively tnanifeftation : not a pre- 
tended, but a genuine adversary, . armed in 
earned for the combat ; an audience ever 
full arid ever new, compofed of foes as well 
as friends, and where : not a fingle expref- 
fion could fall uncenfurcd, or unapplauded. 
For. you will agree with me* I am well 
perfuadpd, when I afiert, that a folid and 
lading reputation cf eloquence muft be ac- 
quired by the cenfure of our enemies, as 
well as by the applaufe of our friends; or 
rather, indeed, it, is from the former that it 
derives its fureft and mod unqueftioned 
flrength and firmnefs. Accordingly, a youth 
thus formed to the bar, a frequent and atten- 
tive hearer of the moft illuftrious orators 
and debates,, inftru&ed by the experience 
of others, acquainted with the popular tafte, 
and daily converfant in the laws of his coun- 
try ; to whom the folemn prefencc of the 
judges, and the awful eyes of a full audi- 
ence were familiar, rofe at once into affairs, 
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and was equal to every caofe. : Hence it. 
was that Craflus at the age of nineteen, 
Csrfar at twenty-one, Pollio at twenty-two, 
and Galviis when he wag but a few yean^ 
older, pronounced thofe feveral fpecchcs : 
againft Car bi>, Dolabelia, Cato, and Yati*- 
uius, which. we read Xo this hopjr with ad- 
miration; : - ~- x . .• * . •„ ; : 

On the other hand, our modern youth 
receive their education c tinder certain de~ 
chimera called: Rhetoricians : a fet of rneft 
who made their firfl: appearance in Rome, a 
little before the tim4 of Cicero. And that 
they were by^ no. means approved by our an- 
ceftors, plainly appears from theif. being En- 
joined, under the cfenforfhip of Craflus and 
Domitius, to (hut up their fchools of im~ 
pudence, as Cicero exprefles it.— But I was 
going to fay we are fent to certain acade- 
mies, where it is hard to determine whether 
the place, the company, or thp rpethod of 
inftru&ion is mod likely to infe# thejninds 
of young people, and produce a wrong 
turn of thought. For nothing, certainly, 
can there be of an affedting folemnity jn*an 
audience where all who compofe it are of 
the fame low.degree of underftanding; nor 
•1 F f 3 any 
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any advantage fd fre teciived from tHeif 
fellow-&adVnts, whete* a -parcel 1 of boy? 
and riw yotcto of Unripe judgments fca- 
j»hg4e''W<Sre«ach Sther, without theleaflt 
fear of danger <of criticifrti, Aadj ar for 
their eicefcifes, the? ' ai« dfltctfkjat.' irfltfaej* 
very-'naftore. "Ti&/ ceAfift- «f Vwb kinds, 
and are either declamatory or controverfiaJ r 
The firft, as 'being eiftejr!aad 'roquiringdtfs 
flrijl/ « laffigned to nthe younger J»d«<j, the. 
other is 1 italic of more tnature years;; . But, 
good g&lst with* what incredible abfurdity 
ar^ they corapofod ! The troth is r /th<i ftyle 
pftheif decktwtttrons ipwfaHe'anfl contemp- 
tible, as the AU^ds iar« , pfeltfs. inebnftdi- 
fious. Thus, bei^laligbt ftt harangue in \ 
rnoft pompous di&idnc.foli the. rewards, difc 
to tyrannicides, on'thc *Je£tipil to be made 
by deflowered virgins*, tm the* lieentiou/riefs, 
pf mjjrried women; bh the'cereftlbflies ta 
pe obferved in- times 'df peftilenoei : with 
pther topics of theYame uriconcerhingfcind, 
which afre dairy 'jlcbktea in the fthoolS, and, 

- . : . ' ifrl .11" . . ; o . 

' f It tras' oite of the q ueftkjftf filially ckbatfrf in theft 
ftetorip fcfcocSlfc whetfcey, tfyo 0*rty,wltfvM ^ecr} r^- 
yilhed ftoi^lcl chpofe to marry the violator, of her yh|- 
jtity, or father havehm* put to death. *' * 
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fcarce ever at the bar; "they appear abib- 
" lute novices in the affaiw of the world^ 
" and are by much too elevated fort com- 
" mon life/! 

* Here MefTalla paufed : when Secun- 
dus, taking his turn in the conversation* 
began with obferving, that" the true and 
lofty fjpirit of genuine eloquence, like that 
of a clear and vigorous flame, is nourifhe4 
by proper fuel, excited by agitation, and 
flill brightens as it burns* It was in this 
manner, " faid he," that the oratory *>f 
our ancestors was kindjed and fpread itfelfi 

• The latter part of Meflalla's difcojjrfe, together 
with what immediately followed it In the original, is 
loft: The cbafm, however, does not feem to. be fa 

frreat as fome of the commentators fufpe£L The tranf- 
ator therefore has ventured to fill it up in his own 
way, with thofe lines which are diftinguKbed by iavert- 
ed comma's. He has likewife given the next fubfe- 
quent part of the converfation, to Secundus ; tho' it 
does not appear in the original to whom it belongs* 
It would be of no great importance to the £ngli(h rea- 
der, tojuftify this laft article: tho', perhaps, it would 
not be very d#icujt* if it were neceffary. 

To fave the reader the trouble of turning to a fe» 
cond note upon a lil^e occafion, it is proper to obferve 
irrthis place, that he will find the fame inverted com* 
ma's in page 448, 9. The words included between 
theft, are atfo an addition of the fame kind, and for 
the fame reafon, as that jaft how mentioned. 

Ff4 Th* 
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The moderns have as much merit of this 
kind, perhaps, as can be acquired under q. 
fettled and peaceable government : but far 
inferior, no doubt, to that .which (hone 
out in the times of licentioufnefs and confa* 
{ion, when He was deemed the ablcft ora- 
tor, who had moil influence over a reftlefs 
and ungoverned multitude. To this fi- 
tuation of public affairs w^s owing thofe 
continual debates concerning the Agrarjajj 
laws, and the popularity confequent there- 
upon i thofe long harangues of the magi- 
ft rates, thofe impeachments of the great, 
thofe factions of the nobles, thofe hereditary 
enmities in particular families, and in fine, 
thofe inceffant ftruggles between th$ fenate 
and the cpmmops ; which, tho* each of 
them prejudicial to the ftatc, yet moft cer* 
tainly contributed {o produce and encourage 
that rich vein of eloquence which difcover- 
pd itfelf in thofe tempeftuous days. Th? 
way to dignities lay diredtly through the 
paths of eloquence. The more a man fig? 
nalizedhimfelf by his abilities in this art, fo 
fnucb the more eafily he opened his road to 
preferment, and maintained an afcendant 
• pver |i}6 colleagues, at the fame time that it 
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heightened his intereft with the nobles, his 
authority with the fenate, and his reputa- 
tion, with the people in general. The 
patronage of thefe admired orators was 
courted even by foreign nations > as the fe * 
yeral magiftrates of our own, endeavored 
to recommend themfelves to their favor 
and protedtion, by fhewing them the high- 
eft marks of honor whenever they fet out 
for the administration of their refptettive 
provinces, and by ftudioufly cultivating a 
friendship with them at their return. They 
were called upon, without any folicitation 
AH their own part, to fill tip the fupremc 
dignities of the ftate. Nor were they even 
in a private ftation without great power, as 
by means of the perfuafive arts they had a 
very confiderable influence over both the 
fenate and the people. The truth is, it 
was an eftablifhed maxim in thofe d^yv 
that without the oratorical talents no man 
ctfuld either acquire or maintain any' high 
poft in the government. And no wonder 
indeed, that fuch a notion fhould univerfal- 
ly prevail : fince it was impoffible for any 
perfon endued with thisr commanding art, to 
' pafs his life ii> obfqarity, how much fo- 
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cver.it might be agrcfcabje fa his own: ind*, 
nations* fince it was not fufficicnt merely - 
to vote, ia the fenate, without fupporting 
that vote with good feafe and eloquent* $ 
ftnee in all public impeathrfients or i civil 
fcaufes, the accuied was obliged toarifwe* 
to the charge in his own perfciij. fince writ* 
ten depofitionfr were not adinjtted in judicial 
matters, hat the witnefiw vfrerc caHcd- ujp* 
on; to deliver their evidence in open court. 
Thus otfr anceftora tvere eloquent, as modi 
fey neceffity as by encouragements. To bt 
poffeffed of the perfaafivc talents, >#% 
efteemed the higheft glory j a$ the fcOAtfiP- 
ry character was held in the utmo$ dflifc* 
tempt. In a word, they werfc incited to ihk 
purfiiit pf oratory, by 3. principle of honor 
as well as by a view of intereft. They 
dreaded the difgrace of being confidered ra- 
ther as clients than patrons ; of lofing thofe 
dependants nfrhich their anceftars had trim ft 
mitted to them, and feeiqg them mix in 
the train of Qthers* in ihort, of being look- 
ed upon a$ men of mean abilities, and eon- 
fcquently either paffed over in the difpofa) 
of high offices, or defpife4 in the admini* 
{t ration of then}. 

I know 
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I K*t>w nottfhdther thofe antieflt hifto- 
rictd pieces, which Were lately colle&ed an4 
pubiMiedby Mwcianus from the old libra-* 
jejesi where they have hitherto been prefers 
ed, have yet fallen into your hands. This 
cofle&ion coofifts Qf eleven yoluqaes pf the 
public journals,- a&4 three s of epiftle?: by 
which it appears that Pqmpey^and Craflus 
gained as much advantage from, their elo-i 
quence as their ^rros j that I^ucullus, Met 
Melius,- Xentulu?^ Curip, and the reft of thofe 
£iftittguj;fhe4 ofciefs, deyflteg}, themfelves 
4jwiih ; great appli9ation to .this ip£nu#ting 
ptt} ina.wqrd, that not aj&ngleperfon i4 
thoib; times, fofe tp any confiderable degree 
pf p$>yto,jW«b^Ut the affiftaqce qf the rh$- 
tojriti talflntp. c . 

?T«ri<:tefe -CQijfi4era^ions t may be farther 
add&i^that the dignity, and importance of 
fhfe 4$b8tWi* y/hfeh the arftienta wereengat- 
ge^:^0otrife^tfi<isgi*%tly to advance their 
•locpjfriQ^ Mx># certain r ipdeed, it is, that 
p.orltor muft n§€?iTarily find great differ- 
fincVwitht refpe<9; to his[ powers, when he 
is Jtftrharipgue oi$y upon fpme trifling rob*. 
kery, or a, little paultry form of pleading | 
##4 Mrhep tl*e faculties of his mind ^re 
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warmed arid enlivened by ftich intereflihg 
and animated topics as bribery at elections* 
as the oppreffion of our allies, or themaflkcrc 
of our ffellow citizens. Evils thefe, which, 
beyond all |>erad venture, it were better 
fliould never Happen? 'arid we have reafor* 
to rejoice that we live under a government 
where we are ftrangers to fuch terrible ca- 
lamities :'ftill it mut be acknowledged, that 
Wherever they -did happen, they were won- 
derful incentives to eloquence. For the 
orator's gehivis- fifes and expands itfelf, in 
proportion to the dignity of the occafion 
upon which it is exerted 5 and I will lay* it 
down as a maxim, that it is impoffiblc to 
fhine out in all the powerful luftrc of genu- 
ine eloquence, without being inflamed by a 
fuitable importance of fubje&. Thus the 
tyeech of Demofthenes againfl: his guardi- 
ans, fcarcely, I imagine, eftabli(h*d his 
chara&erj asit was not the defence of Arcbias 
or Quin&ius, that acquired Cicero the re- 
putation of a confummate orator. It was 
Catiline, and Milo, and Verres, and Mark 
Antony, that warmed him with that noble 
glow of eloquence, which gave the fi* 
pifhing brightnefs to his unequalled fame. 

Far 
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Faf am I from infihuating, that fuch infa* 
mons. characters deferve to be tolerated ip 
& ftate, in order to fupply convenient mat- 
ter of oratory : All I contend for, is, that 
this art florifhes to mod advantage in turbu- 
lent times. , Peace, no doubt, is infinitely 
preferable to war ; but it is the latter only 
that forms the foldier. It is juft the fame 
with eloquence 2 the oftener (he enters, if I 
may fo fay, the field of battle > the more 
wounds (he gives and receives * the more 
powerful the adverfary with which fhe con- 
tends, fo much the more ennobled fhe ap- 
pears in the eye of mankind. For it is the 
difpofition of human nature, always to ad* 
mire what we fee is attended with danger 
and difficulty in others, how much foever we 
may chpofe eafe and fecurity for ourfelves* 

Another advantage which the antient 
orators had over, the moderns, is, that they 
were not confined in their pleadings, as we 
are, to a few hours. On the contrary, they 
wore at liberty to adjourn as often as they 
thought proper ; they were unlimited as to 
the number of days or of counfel, and every 
orator might extend his fpeech to the length 
moft agreeable to himfelf. Pompey, in his 
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third confulfhip, was die fifft who curbed 
the fpirit of eloquence; (kill however per- 
mitting all caofos to be heatd, agreeably to 
the laws, in the forum and before the Prar-* 
tors. How much more contiderable the bu- 
finels of thofe magistrate* was, than that 
of the Centumvirs, who at prefent deter- 
mine all caufes, is evident from this cir- 
cumftance, that not a (ingle oratio? of Cice- 
ro, Ca?far, or Brutus, or in Short of any one 
celebrated orator, was fpoken before thefe 
laft, excepting only thofe of Pollio in favor 
of the heirs of Urbinia. /But then it muft be 
remembered, that thefe were delivered 
about the middle of the reign of Auguftus, 
when a long and uninterrupted peace abroad, 
a perfedt tranquillity at home, together 
with the general good condu<3: of that wife 
prince, had damped the flames of eloquence 
as well as thofe of fedition. 

You will fmile r perhaps, at what I am 
going to fay, and I mention it for that putf- 
pofe : but is there not fomething in the pte* 
fent confined garb of our orators, that feas 
anilleffeft even upon their elocution, and 
makes it appear low and contemptible ? 
May we not fuppofe likewife, that, much 
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pf the %Mt of .oratory fc (faa& fcy that 
f lp(e and defpfeafcle fcene* wherein many 
gf jQ«r «a^ ,«* now debated ? R)r tht 
gifttor, like a generis #e$d f requires a 
free and open fpace wherein to expatiate $ 
Q&epwifc tdie force of fcif powers is broken, 
and h^lf the energy of his talents is check-* 
?d ip. .tjieir career. There ij& anoiiher cir-f 
c«mtofie &(o exceedingly prejudicial ti* 
the iftt^r^ft of eloquence, a* it prevents a 
£ue attention to ftyle : we aire now obliged 
tq enter upon our fpeech whenever the 
judge calls upon us ; not to mention the fre- 
quent interruptions, which arife by the ex- 
amination ,of witneiTes. Befides, the courts 
of judicature are at prefent fo unfrequented, 
that the orator feems to ftand alone, and 
talk to bare walls. But eloquence re- 
joices in the clamour of loud applaufe, and 
exults in a full audience, fuch as ufcd to 
prefs round the antient orators when thd 
forum flood thronged with nobles; when 
a numerous retinue of clients, when for 
reign ambaflador*, and whole cities affil- 
ed at the debate ; and when even Rome 
berfelf was concerned in the svent. The. 
very appearance of that prodigious con- 
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courfe-of people, which attended the trials 
of Beftia, Cornelius, Scaurus, Milo, and 
Vatinius, mud hare enflamed the breaft 
of the coldeft orator. Accordingly wc 
find, that of all the antient orations now 
extant, there are none which have more 
eminently diftinguifhed their authors, than 
thofe which were pronounced under fuch 
favorable circumstances. To thefe advan- 
tages we may farther add likewife, the 
frequent general aflemblies of the people, 
the privilege of arraigning the moft <x>n- 
fiderable perfonages, and the popularity 
of fuch impeachments : when the fons of 
oratory fpared not even Scipio,. Sylla, or 
Pompey; and when, in confequence of 
fuch acceptable attacks upon fufpe&ed 
power, they were fure of being heard by 
the people with the utmoft attention and re- 
gard. How muft thefe united caufes con- 
tribute to raife the genius, and infpire the 
eloquence of the antients ! 

" Maternus, who, you will re- 
4f member, was in the midft of his ha- 
" rangue in favor of poetry when Meffal- 
la iirft entered into the room, finding 
Secundus was npw filent* took that op- 

" portunity 
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« portunity of rpfuming his iavedtive a- 
^ gainft the exercife of the oratorical arts in 
f* general." That fpecies pf eloquence, 
faid £e, wherein poetry is concerned, is 
calm and peaceable, moderate and virtuous : 
yrhereas that oth^r fuprenje kind which my 
two friepds here have been defcribing, is 
the offspring of licentioufnefs (by fools mif- 
called liberty) and' the companion of fedi- 
jion; bold, obiKjiate, and haughty, un- 
knowing how to "yield or how to obey, an 
encourager of a lawlefs populace, and a 
ftranger in all weH-regulated communities* 
Who ever heard ofaft orator in kacaedemoj* 
or Crete ? cities which exercifed the feve- 
/•eft difcipline, and' vptere governed by the 
ftri<3:eft laws. We have no account of 
Perfian or Macedonian eloquence, or indeecj 
of that of any other ftate which fubmitted 
to a regular admiqiftration of government. 
Whereas Rhodes and Athens ^places of po^ 
pular rule, where all things lay open to all 
men) fwarmed with orators innumerable. 
In the fame manner, Rome, while 4h? was 
junder no fettled, policy ; while fhe wa§ torn 
with parties, diffentions, and fa&ions j while 
there was no peace in the forum, no har- 
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mony in the fenate, no moderation in thtf 
judges; while there was neithei reverence? 
paid to fuperiors, nor bounds prefcribed tar 
magistrates— Rome, under thefe circum- 
ftances, produced, beyond all difpute, a 
ftronger and brighter vein of eloquence ; as 
fome valuable plants will flourifh even in the 
wildeft foil. But the tongue of the Grac- 
chi did nothing compenfate the republic 
for their feditious laws : nor the fuperior 
eloquence of Cicero make him ahy amends 
for his fad cataftrophe. 

The truth is, the forum, (that fingle re- 
main which now furvives of ancient orato- 
ry) is, even ill its prefent fituation, an evi-» 
dent proof that all things amongft us are 
not conduced in that well ordered manner 
one could wifh. For* tell me, is it not the 
guilty or the miferable alone, that fly to us 
for afliftance? When any commuriity im- 
plores our protection, is it hot becaufe it 
cither is infulted by fome neighboring ftate, 
or torn by dbmeflic feuds ? And what pro- 
vince ever feeks our patronage, till £he has 
been plundered oropprefled? But far better 
it furely is, never to have been injured, than 
at laft to be redrafted. If there was a go± 
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\rernment in the world free From commo* 
tions and difturbances, the profeffion of ora- 
tory would there be as ufelefs, as that of 
medicine to the found: and as the phyfician 
would have little profit or practice among 
the healthy and the ftrong, fo neither would 
the orator have much bufinefs or honor 
where obedience and good manners uni- 
verfally prevail. To what purpofe are ftu- 
died fpeeches in a fenate, where the better 
and the major part of the aflembly are aU 
ready of one mind ? What the expediency 
©f haranguing the populace, where public 
affairs are not "determined by the voice of an 
ignorant and giddy multitude, but by/ the 
fteddy wifdom of a fingle perfon ? To what 
end voluntary informations, where crimes 
are unfrequent and inconfiderable ? or of la- 
bored and ividious defences, where the 
clemency of the judge is ever on the fide of 
the accufed ? Believe me then, my worthy 
(and, as far as the circumftances of the age 
require, my eloquent) friends, had the gods 
reverfed the date of your exiftence, and pla- 
ced You in the times of thofe antients we fo 
much admire, and Them in yours; Tou 
Would not have fallen fhort of that glorious 
G g 2 fpirit 
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fpirit which diftinguifhed their oratory, nop 
would they have been deftitute of a proper 
temperature and moderation. But fince a 
high reputation for eloquence is not con- 
fiftent with great repofe in the public ; let 
every age enjoy its own peculiar advantages, 
without derogating from thofe of a former. 
Maternus, having ended ; Meflalla 
obferved, that there were fome points 
which his friend ha4 laid down, that were 
not perfectly agreeably to his fentiments; 
as there were others, which he pifhed 
to hear explained more at large ; but jfhe 
tipie is now, faid he, too far adyancgd. Jf 
I have maintained any thing, replied Ma^ 
ternus, which requires to be opened piore 
explicitly, I fhall be ready to clear it Up in 
fome future conference : at the f^me time 
rifmg from his feat and embracing Aper ; 
Meflalla and I (continued he fmiling) fhall 
arraign you, be well aflured, before the 
poets and admirers of the antients. And 
1 both of you, (returned Aper) before the 
rhetoricians. Thus we parted in mutua£ 
good humor. , 

F I N I -Sv 
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